


































































































CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 









35TH CONG.......2ND SESS. 


— 


BY BLAIR & RIVES. 








i ie 


MONDAY, MARCH 19, 1838. 


WEEKLY 














[Continued from No. 14.} 


in order, under the rules of the House, and referred to the rule 
on the subject. ’ 

After a few remarks by Mr. CAMBRELENG, 

The CITAIR decided the amendment to be out of order. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG the committee then rose, 
and the Caarr reported the question of order to the House. 

The SPEAKER stated that this question did not come within 
his jurisdiction. 

The House then again went into Committee of the Whole; 
and the amendment under considerauion was decided to be out 
of order, and fell. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then moved another amendment in re- 
lation to an appropriation for the purchase of furniture at the 
President’s House. 

Mr. BRIGGS raised the same question; and 

The CHAIR decided the ainendment to be out of oder; and 
the point was discussed for some time by Messra. CAMBRE- 
LENG, McKAY and BRIGGS, when the committee rose and 
reported, 

Mr. BELL gave notice of an amendment he intended to move 
to the above bill. 

Mr. REED, on leave, submitted a resolution calling upon the 
Secretary of the Treasury for a repor) of the amount of addi- 
tional compensation received by revenue Officers in 1837, under 
the provision equalizing the same to what they would have re- 
ceived if the bill of 1832 had not passed; which was con- 
curred in. 

Mr. HENRY presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania, instructing their Senators and requesting their 
Representatives in Congress to use their influence to procure 
the establishment of a national armory on Big Beaver river, at 
or near Pittsburg; and 1f authorized to be onthe waters of Bea- 
ver, they grant the use of the water for said establishment to be 
taken out of dam No. 5. 

On motion of Mr. H. referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Petitions, &c. were, on leave, presented by Mr. RANDOLPH 
of New Jersey, and Mr. MORGAN of Virginia; when, 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
WEDNESDAY, March 7, 1838. 


The CHAIR announced a communication from the Secre- 
tary of War, transmitting a report from the Topographical Bu- 
reau, together with sundry documents relative to the recent 
survey of the Kaskaskias and Illinvis rivers, called for by a 
resolution of the Senate; and 

On motion of Mr. YOUNG, three hundred additional copies 
were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the proceedings of an unusually 
large and respectable meeting of the Democrats of the city and 
county of Philadelphia, friendly to the General Government, 
and opposed to the Independent Treasury bill as introduced into 
the Senate of the United States by the Hon. Siras Wrieut, on 
which occasion General Robert Patterson presided, aided by 
Thomas D. Grover, Richard Mackay, Houston Smith, John 
Floyd, jr. Hugh Catherwood, Alexander McCaraher, Peter 
Hay, J. M. Linnard, William Stephens, Joseph Burden, Samuel 
Badger, B. W. Richards, Alexander McClurg, James Fearson, 
John Naylor, James Goodman, and Morton McMichael, as Vice 
Presidents. 

Mr. McK. said he could not refrain, on this occasion, from 
expressing his pride and pleasure in finding the course he had 
steadily pursued on the momentous question of the Sub- 
Treasury thus publicly approved by such men, and he honestly 

concurred in all the views of the meeting on the subject. He 
was personally acquainted with the most ofthem. They were 
men of the highest moral and political standing, and patriarchs 
of Democracy, who give healthtul tone to public sentiment. 
He recognised among them the editor of the paper which pub- 
lishes “by authority” the laws of the Union, and all of the 
electors, five in number, belonging to the city and county of 
Philadelphia, who gave their votes one year since for Mr. Van 
Buren; and he believed that was the only instance in which he 
had differed from them politically. Among other things, they 
“Resolved, That we meet this question openly and (for, 
without disguise and regardless of all dictation.’’ He said 
he was pleased with this, as he liked to see men, who, conscious 
of their rectitude, stand firm and unwavering. It would not do 
(he said) to denounce such men as bank hirelings and aristo- 
crats, or we shall soon veduce our Democratic ferces too low 
for effective service. ie moved that the resolutions be read, 
printed, and laid on the table. 

Mr. KING asked if the gentleman from Pennsylvania was 
not reading from a newspaper. 

Mr. McKEAN replied that he had been reading a copy of the 
proceedings of this meeting, which had been cut out froma 
newspaper, and enclosed to him in a letter by the Chairman. 
He hoped they would be read, and the Senate would then see 
what they were. 

Mr. KING did not care about the renting ofthe paper. What 
he objected to, was the reception of such matters, coming in 
the shape of a public newspaper. It was not authentic enough 
to be presented to the Senate, and it was not usual to receive 
papers of that character. If it was the wish of the parties 
that these proceedings should be presented to the Senate, they 
had nothing todo but to send their written account of them, 
signed by their officers, and then they would be presented in a 
responsible manner. If, said Mr. K. on the other hand, we 
depart from this course, we shall be omens to receiving all 
the newspaper controversies of the whole Union. He did not 
object to the reception on acceunt of the matter contained in 
the paper, but to the character of the paper itself. 

Mr. McKEAN said, that though it was phe Rey: from a 
public newspaper, yet its authenticity was vouched for by the 
letter of the chairman, d to him. 

Mr. KING said that the letter of the chairman did not alter 
the character of the — atall. This was the mere account 
of a public meeting cut from a newspaper and sent here by the 
President. How was the Senate to know that the signatures 
were genuine? Were the individuals, whose names were print- 
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ed in that paper, the persons who signed it. There was no cet 
tificate of this fact. If, said Mr. K. we consent to receive pa- 
pers such as this, we shail have the tables of the Senate 
burthened with all the newspaper contreversies of the country 

Mr. PRESTON said he knew of norule which compelled the 
proceedings to be in the original manuscript, or that copies of 
the proceedings of all great public meetings should not be for 
warded by the people to their representatives in any form they 
might deem best. Mr. P. was not aware of what the prescribed 
course was on such occasions, but he recollected instances 
where nemorials had been sent to the Vice President, and by 
him presented to the Senate, whici- were slips from newspa 
pers. The most respectful course would doubtless be, to send 
original papers or certified copies. In this case, the letter was 
the autograph of the chairman of the meeting, stating it to be 
the memorial adopted at the time; aud appended to it was the 
resolution directing the proceedings to be sent to the President 
and Vice President of the United States, and to their Senators 
and Representativesin Congress; and he was persuaded there 
could be no w-i! grounded objection to its reception. 

Mr. BUCITANAN said that he had received a letter, some 
days ago, from General Patterson, of Philade!phia, requesting 
him to present these proceedings to the Senate. By the same 
mail he had received a number of the American Sentinel con- 
taining the proceedings. He would most cheerfully have pre- 
sented them, as published in that respectable journal: but on 
consulting with members of the Senate, who had been here in 
1834,8when similar questions were raised, he was informed that 
it would be a violation of the established practice of the Senate, 
to present them in a newspaper of theday. He had immedi- 
ately written to General Patterson, informing him of this prac- 
tice, and suggesting that he should send the original or a certi- 
fied copy of the proceedings, when they should be presented 
with pleasure. 

Mr. B. was no stickler for forms. He entertained no doubt 
but that the proceedings presented were a correct copy of the 
original. He thought they ought to be received by the Senate, 
and hoped the Senator from Alabama would withdraw his op 
position to their reception. It wasat best but a question of 
form, not of substance. 

Mr. KING observed that, having examined these papers 
more fully, he would withdraw his objections to their recep- 
tion. Theindividual who signed the letter to the Senator from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. McKean) having stated, under his own 
signature, that the printed paper was a copy from the original 
minutes of the proceedings, he thought thatit might be received. 

The proceeding were then read, laid on the table, and order- 
ed to be printed. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the memorial of eight thousand 
some odd hundred citizens, all, he said, legal voters of the city 
of New York, remonstrating against the passage of the Indepen- 
dent Treasury bill. Mr. T. saidthat the people did not dream 
that, after this measure had been put down in the popular 
branch by so triumphant a majority, as it was at the extra ses- 
sion, it would again have been presented to the consideration of 
Congress. Untortunately, these hopes had proved fallacious, 
and it was not until lately that fearg began tv be entertained 
that the measure would pass the other branch of the National 
Legislature; and hence it was that alarm had been justly excited, 
and the subject viewed as one of the most dangerous ever pre: 
sented to the American Congress. Mr. T. said that but a few days 
had been employed in procuring these signatures, and no deubt 
the names might have been trebled in the same space of time, 
as not one legal voter in a’ hundred but would cheerfully have 
signed it. We might now find thousands upon thousands reads 
to lift their voices, and make pels appeal to the Government, 
against the adoption of a system so fraught with destruction to 
all the great leading interests of the country. Commerce and 
inland trade were prostrated and broken down. At this season 
of the year, when, heretofore, ii that great commercial empo- 
rium, all was life and gayety, andthe busy hum of industry 1 
sounding through the streeis, le stores there were shut up, and 
houses left untenanted; and what had occasioned this sad end 
pee change? Let the course pursued by the past and 
present Administrations in relation to the currency, answer! 
There were now hundreds upon. hundreds driven from their 
homes in that city, seeking employment toearn that subsistence 
which the present state of things denied them there. To these 
poor wanderers in search of honest bread no relief was held out; 
nothing to cheer them in their expectations, or lead them to 
anticipate the comforts and honest independence they had be- 
fore enjoyed; on the contrary, nothing stared them in the face 
but adelitional embarrassinérits, increased by the mad folly of 
persisting in measures adverge to all theinterests of the people. 
He could tell gentlemen, ifthe course was persisted in, not only 
the Administration, but the Government itself, would be de- 
stroyed. We had now an empty Treasury; the sources of re- 
venue dried up; commerce and inland trade were languishing to 
the last degree; and if this Congress adjourn without doing 
something for the relief of the people, the consequences would 
be disastrousin the extreme. New York usually contributed 
three-fifths of the whole revenue, but now it would raise scarcely 
enough to be counted any thing, and the prospect was still 
worse: unless that city could pay some $12,000,000 or $15,000,000 
into the Treasury, there would not enough be received to carry 
on the Government, and it would, at this session, have to resort 
to another loan of $15,000,000. Why, then, should gentlemen 
seek to push through a measure fraught with so much evil, 
against the remonstrances of the people? Mr. T. then moved 
that.the memorial be read, printed, and laid on the table. 

Mr. WEBSTER observed that they had had presented this 
morning a series of resolutions from a large and imposing mect- 
ing held in the great city of Philadelphia, remonstrating against 
the Independent Treasury bill; and the honorable member from 
New York [Mr. TALLMADGE) now presented the memorial of 
8,000 citizens of the city of New Vork against the same mea- 
sure. The honorable member supposed that this memorial! 
and other late movements among the people, had been caused 
by a new-horn fear that this measure, against which they re- 
monstraie, would pass. Sir, sald Mr. W. I wish I could say 
thatin my judgment I have nosuch fears. I say that there is 
great danger; and I knowenough of public affairs to predict the 
fate of a measure so important to the Administration, which 
has been so long in agitation The members of both Houses had 
been long from their constituents; it was three months since 
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they left their homes; and when they should come te give their 


opinions, it would be three months more; so that there would be 
six months intervening between their immediate connection 
with their constituents and their voting on (his measure. Now, 
under such circumstances, he undertook to say that there was 
creat danger ofthe passage of this bill, ualess it was arrested 
by public opinien outof doors. There is danger, said he, on 
our side; and, on the side of gentlemen oppawed to us, hope and 
confidence, If these preceedings indicated the alarm of people 
out of doors, he believed the alarm was weil founded. le 
hoped that, instead of treating these memorials as fancies, gen 

Uemen would pause, and seriously consider the matier they 
contained. But he feared that these meetings would be r 

presented as agents and tools of the bank; and that the re 
spectahle gentlemen who attended this great Philadelphia meet 
ing would be represented as under the paw of the monster. I 
do pray gentlemen, said Mr W. that, laying aside all projects 
and schemes, they will do somethivg io enable the banks to 
resumespecie payments. Without saying more, he earnestly 
desired to draw the attention of gentlemen to these memorials. 

The memorial was then read 

Mr. WRIGHT satd he should at this time, as upon all former 
occasions, enter into one of these incidental morning debates, 
arising upon the presentation of a petition, with extreme re 
luctance. After the remarks of his colleacue, (Mr. TALLMADGE, | 
however, and those which had fallen from the Senator from 
Masgachusetts, [Mr. Wesster,} he felt himself compeiled to 
enter his respectful dissent from the positiens taken by those 
gentiemen, lest his silence might, by possibility, be deemed an 
assent to them. 

The petition was from the common constituents ef his col- 
league andhimself. It wasnumerously signed, and he doubted 
notthe petitioners were as respectable as any other body of 
citizens, of equal numbers, who had addressed Congress upon 
this interesting subject. He was happy to see their expres 
sions of opinion meet this marked attention from the Senate 
These, like all the other citizens of the State, had a right to 
claim for their opinions and interests, the most respectful and 
faithful consideration of himself and his colleague. From his 
colleague they would certainly receive thatattention, and it was 
his firm determination that they should receive it from him 
He rejoiced that they possessed an equal right with 
himeelf tospeak here. They had spoken, and they should be 
faithfully and patiently listened to by him, and, so far as his 
onvictions of duty would permit, their wishes should be binding 
upon him. 

Still it could not be new to the Senate, or tohis respected « 
league, and it certainly was not new to himself, now to learn tiat 
there were many, very many, among his constituents who di! 
fered from him, radically, upon questions of political principle 
and questions of political policy. This petition was but one of 
many proofs which had come before the Senate, since he had 
been a member of it, to prove that fact. It had been his d 
sicn, upon all former occasions, to treat such petitioners with 
every respect, and to give to their opinions and Wishes every 
aid which principle and duty would permit. The same de- 
sicn actuated him upon thisoceasion, and he must not, there 
fore, in any thing he should say, be understood as tadulging the 
languageot complaint or censure, beceuse this reepec table por 
tion of his constituents had condemned, in advance, a measure 


also 


which he had.aided in bringing before the Senate, and the 
adopuon of which he considered essential to the best interests 
of the country. On the conirary, he commen led them for 


their free expressions of opinion, upon this nad all other great 
measures of national policy, and it was not to make a siecle 
remark in relation to any thing embodied in the petition, tor 
which he had risen. It was, as he had before steted, to ex 
press his dissent from the remarks of his colleague made upon 
the presentation of the petition. 

His honorable colleague had assumed, in the broadest termes, 
thatthe present derangement of business and distresses in the 
country had arisen from the acts of this Government. This, iy 
his opinion, wasa mistaken assumption. The immediate cause of 
the derangement and distresses was the present condition of the 
banks of the country; their inability to meet their obligations 
and perform their chartered duties; in short, their universal] sus 
pension of specie payments. Was there a member of thia bo 
dy, was there a person within the hearing of his voice, who 
would deny this proposition? He could not suppose there was 
He knew well, however, that there was a wide diflerence, anc a 
great variety of opinion, about the causes which had produced 
the suspension by the banks. It was not now his intentior 
into that discussion. He had, upon a fermer occasion, given to 
the Senate, briefly and partially, his views upon that subject, 
and others had given theirs. He was satisfied that the causrs 
assigned upon all sides had had their influence upon that result, 
but in very unequal proportions, and that any acts, of any depart 
ment of this Government, were among the secondary of thos: 
causes. All this, however, was not very materia! to his pres 
purpose, which was to compare the declarations of the banks 
and their friends, at the time of the suspension, with subseques! 
events and present representations. 

What was the immediate cause of the suspension, as given 
the banks and bankers, at the time it took place? Not, as a/! 
will recollect, the ulterior inability of the banks to pay their 
debts! No, this wasstrenuously denied, and the hanks declared 
as perfectly sound and solvent as they hadeve: been: but it was 
said that we had over-traded, had imported beyond the proceeds 
of our exports, and had thus accumulated, in the hand cf 
foreigners, a fearful amount of debt against our merchants; that 
this foreign debt was making pressing and insupportabie de 
mands upon our banks for specie for exportation; and that the 
banks were forced to suspend specie payments, to prevent an 
entire drain of the specie from the country, and give time tor 
the crop of 1837 to be applied to the reduction of that foreiga 
debt. A resumption was promised so soon as the foreign Ce- 
mand for specie should cease. 

What results have time and the healthful action o4 « prudent 
business produced? How are foreign exchanges at *!s mornent 
and how have they been for about a month now last past} Bille on 
England are actually below par in the principal commercial ct 
ties. They have been at and below this potnt for some weeks 
Will it, then, be pretended that there is yet a foreign demand for 
specie? that if the banks unclose their vaults, the specie wil) 
be exported and the country drained of it? No: the indicatiops 
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a hensious that the State bank depesne system would fail; 

» confi in it at the time, and foretold what the dis- 
3 fencha proceeding would be. The Senator from New 
Vors a tvoecatcd the measure thea, and predicted for it the most 





a. 


are «.ong and univers! of a large influx of specie, growing out 
of the present wate of the exchanges. Such was the informa- 
tion he derived trom the public press, and especially from 
comn.orcial papers opposed to him tn politics. Sull 

inks het not resumed specie payments; and were they soon 
This was a question of the highest Interest, of the 

ust Vital importance, to the business and prosperity of the 
country, Hie was most happy to be abie to say he had new 
hin pou this poiat, He had ecen, withia the last few days, 
tmaks in the city of New York had resolved to resume, 

i make the attempt to sustaia themselves in the full and por- 
harze of ail their corporate duties an lobligations on and 
cthe 10h day of May wext. ile had not a doult as to the 
ny of those ba ike, with possibly the exception of two or 
which were unusually involved, to sustalo and carry out 


yeral 


tof uiue 


, 


ie just aad prameworthy reaolve, Uf they could receive the 
siutenanace and co-operation of their neighbors in the other 
priucipal commercial towns; nay, he would go farther and say, 


ii thy ry were not warcred upon 


y those neighboring insutuuons 


“Mill atsuch amoment, when the first dawn of light begins 
how iteelf in the Mast, we see the distinguished Senater 
wn Ma iusetto [Mec. Waeaster) rising in his place and 
ling furfurther avitauien of the public sind; inviting peu- 
{ tic people against @ setlement hece of a question 
hmmust continue hyuriously to lailieace the public inte- 


uid tu agitate the public feeling, vaull i is settled by Con 
eae by positive legisiauun 


They had seca panics here before. 
iI yworah! 


league and himeelf had seen ro!'ls of peuluons 
loner occasions @@ iafge ay tioatlhnow upon the table 
Heey halseen thea from the same city, of which they and 

irSiate were jugdy so famed. They had heard invitations 
tioa, for getling up meetings, petitions, and 
* aimostinthe words which the honorable Seua- 
pruning. Who had forguuen t 
Wi 


e scenes oi 
had forgotten the 


excitement 
cenea, Was Iniused jute the public mind in 
suotry during that memoralle Who 
p and patoful responsibility under which 
Sull we were not then inightened from our 
or duty Both hitmeectt 
niy On in What 


| 
nt feaud of du 





in this chamber? 


winter! 
f propriety and his colleague 
they believed to be the path of 
y, and wetther could have forgotten what 


¢ tatluence of the monty of May upon that panic It 
a Be 
ted) 


away a 
\ ito have been false and illusory; the phantom of ex- 
‘ I ntnda, which, when reas 


ym returned, gave place to unex- 
Ipro THY 


“ senator from Massachusetts, or his colleague, 


ew those scenes upon the present occasion? Did 
hat confidence in aflaira of credit and money was to 


viiched by universal 


and continued «gitauont By a 
I Li proposed to postpone the billtu which the peti- 
relive Lunul the next session of Congress, thus preventing 
ay action by relerence tothe currenc 
c ofthe couatey, during the 


neu haledeecla 
yt Dilihey b 
vould resail from ¢ 


ti poll election? 


ed that the motion should receive their sup- 
lieve that pecuniary benefits to the country 
rrying these deeply agitating questions to 

If not, why invoke agitation now?) Why 
in excitement already rendered sufficienuly 
» by the depressed conlition of our monetary 
1, above all, why atlemptto delay action for an 


in thus force an uncertainty upon the country, for 
mthiota 
thy? 


ny yanes 
yand ex 
re! 4 


\ ! 


me, more jajurious than alinest any proposed 


‘he banks of New York 


leserved not only the thanke, but the 
cog roce and support, 


yevery possible extent to which it 
consistently with paramount natioval luterests, 
rund allinterests. ‘They deserved the co-operation ot 


{ 
either of the Treasury, 
present session, aud both the gen- 
1 
| 


ib iver 


“ber banking institutions of the country aud most espe- 
' i those in the loree commercial cities, in their earnest 
itty reguine ami sustain specie payments. This counte- 
Midsupport he was sure his colleague and himself must 
te position to extend to them aa far as a conscicutious 
discirarge of th public duties would permit, and as the first 
i u antatep ticy could take, ia his judgment, they 
yold use their every eilort Lo secure speedy, positive, aud final 
ion by Congress upon the subject of the currency and the 
safe-Seeping of the money of the pation; to secure the perma- 
nent setUerment of rds exciting queauon of finance, that credit 
and cu lence mizht have facts and certainties to rest pon; not 
a pasty ‘ment of action, which would leave only topes and 

e lanzerous to credit and destructive to confidence 
Hie adpaitied that it was the duty of the banks in the city of 

N " \ 


ork to lead inthe resumpiion of specie payments as they 
had ted im the euspenston He admitted that their Joca- 
also, and the commanding business importance of that 

cy, mace tiis duly upon those banks more strongly 
Butas they were most promptly followed by all 
ihe bonks of the couutry in Che suspension, so ought they to be 
wed. with equal promptness and unanimity, ir the resump- 
Would they be so followed! Painful doubts seemed to 
2 around the answer to this Important inquiry. He hoped, 
however, that they would discharge their duty to themselves, 
to their State, and to the country, and time would show whe- 
yer the other banks would come forward and sustain and cheer 

), or Would attempt an exterimmating war upon them. 

nest which Congress ceuld do, wasto act promptly up- 
rreat subject now before it, and thus seule the public 
ws tothe course ef policy which the Government waa to 
pursue? Hatertaining most deeply this conviction, he was re- 
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ied to hear it said here, this morning, by the opponents of 

, !, that there was the prospect of its final paseage Ie 
hoSed the ipreheusions were well founded. He believed 
thn very bee! niteresta of the country required that the bill 
should beeomea law. He believed thatthe highest and most 
° tial Lcerests of these respected constituents of his who 
lov! remoustrated against it, would be best served by its speedy 
pe ro, He therefore entreated Senaiors to turn their minds 
t pom here, not to agitation elsewhere; to the settlement of 
hi rotitable coatroversy, not to the influences which may 

exerted thevugh its further discussion before the people of 
1 .e country. 

Mr. WEBSTER denied that he ever had expressed any ap- 


prehensians which he did not feel. 


To 1838 he did expreas his 


valk 
i results 


Had not his (Mr. W's] predictions been 
moe than verified? Had not the Senator and his frieads insist- 
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lid the tice and snows of the winter, and all | 
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ed that we should have a sounder currency aud the exchanges 
better equalized; and now what was the result? Mr. W. said he 
did notiear to contrast his prophetic opinidns with those of the 
Senator. The object of the prior Adumnistration was to destroy 
the Bank of the United S.ates, and the object of the present one 
Was io get mi of the State banks. He had indulged the most 





serious apprehensions for the Consequences that must grow out 
of 80 Unnaturala Warfare; and, if the measure before them was 
passed into aicw, time would show whether these apprehen- 
sions Were weil or ill grounded. 
Tue Senator from New York seemed to presume that the 
opposition to this Measure was not aimed against the bill, but 
against the resumption of specie payments, So jacas he (Mr. 
Wj] was concerned, he could assure that Senator the feeling 
was quite the reverse. No man more aidently than himesell 
desired to see specie payments resumed: and believing that the 
bill beiere them, if passed, would greatly impede so desirable 
a result, was the great reasou why it was so rigorously opposed, 
The tendency of Ue measute was naturally to increase the dif- 
ficuluies and embarrassments, and to throw impediinents in the 
way of the banks 

| 

| 


And why? Because the specie, Which was 
the 


basis of circulauen, the Government proposed to take 
to itself, aad keep within its own vaults. Tae evils the banks 
had lo bear up agaist were of a twolold character, to wit: the 
pressure of the times, and the pressure of bad legisiation, which 
called upon us to adopt a new system, by winici thie 

the Government were to be separate from those of the 
wud this, said Mr. W. would in the end plunge the Couitry into 
for greater difficulties than any which now exist. Mr. W 


W. sail 
that he had wever believed that the resumption of specie pay- 


ments | which the 
country at present labored: it would not, for instance, aciile the 
exchanges; that could only be eflected by a well-regulated ia 
bank, The resumption was, indeed, ardenily to be de- 
sired; for he viewed the present condition of the currency as 
lamentable amd deplorable in the extreme, such as could not 
long be borne by the labor and capital of the countvy. The 
vreat ot ject Was lo resiore It to its sound and pristine staie; but 
some other mode would have to be resorted to than the present 
bill, which would rather retard than accelerate the measure. 
Mr. TALLMADGE did not wish to call forth debate, nor did 
he think wt Ukely, when the memorial was presented, that he 
would have done so. He felt it due, however, to the meniori- 
alists, to himself, and to the country, to place before the Senate 
the reasons why they presented themselves in such an atutude. 
They had not, until recently, believed that this measure would 
again be atleinpted to be pushed through Congress. When tt 
was first pat forth in the official organ of the Executive, under 
the authority of “a Mr. Gouge,” it was looked upon as one of 
the wildest schemes that ever entered into the head [of a wild 
and visionary man. Nor did any one dream that it had receiv- 
ed the Executive sanction until it came in the imposing form 
of agrave recOmmendation to Concress atthe late extra ses- 
sion. Well, sir, [said Mr. T.) the bill was produced, and un 
der went a lung and animated discussion jn this body, and was 
sent to the ovher house, (the popular branch of the legislatuie,) 
where ii was put down by a decisive vote. Could any man 
have concetved, under these ¢circumstances, that the same mea- 
sure would be pressed upon the people against their solemn 
remonstrances? Had not the President expressed a willingness 
to co-operate in any measure if this should not meet the appro- 
bation of Congress and the people?) Why then was this persist- 
edin?t Was 1t not from a settled determination to make the 
will of the people yield to Executive usurpation? 
lis c6lieague had said there was a great diversity of opinion 
amoung the people of New York asto the causes of the present 
distress ; but he could tell bim that it was pretty well uoder- 
stood t have been brought about, in a great measure, by the 
actioiof the Goveriinent? Was not the sad and forlorn con- 
dition of the country owing to the improper interference with 
matters that did not legitimately belong to it?) He [Mr. T.] had 
gaid before, and would say now, 4nd oa all proper occasions, 
that the prior aud present Adutiniswations had mainly con- 
tributed tom. Mr. ‘T. then adverted to the bill introduced tor 
the distribution of all the surplus revenue, beyond the imme- 
hate Wants of the Government, amonig theseveral Siates. He 
was satistied with his own course om that occasion. He had 
deemed the measure rightand proper. It was reported against 
in the Legislature of New York. The Canals and other works 
of internal improvement were to be carried on, and the State 
had notthe meanstodoit. It was argued that it could be effec- 
tually done it the State had her share of the,surplus revenue. 
The affair waa then taken up afd supportedas a party measure, 
and became one that was right and proper. The late President 
recommended it to Congress, and on another occasion reiterated 
the same doctrines, and held them forth to the people. When 
those who had coustitutional scruples about the absolute divi- 
sion were prepared to make a mere deposite of it with the 
States, and alter we had arrived thug far, we were suddenly or- 
dered to wheel about and turn wr and take a back track 
lor that he was not prepared. Ail his life he had endeavored 
to pursue a straight forward course, and would not now be made 
to turn either aright or acute angle atthe beck of politica! com- 
manders. 
The next step ofthe late President was. the Specie Circular. 
Ile was notdisposed to impute improper motives to the origina- 
tor of this unaccountable proceeding; nay, he would accord ho- 
nesty of purpose; but in its praciical Operations it had deranged 
the whole business concerns of the country; had brokea up the 
exchanges, and diverted the specie from that portion of the 
country where it was wanted, to that where it was not. ‘This 
was brought forward in the (first instance.as a legislative mea- 
sure, in this body, and was voted down by every man save the 
inover. It was again brought forward in Jurte, and again voted 
dowa with almost the same unaniraity. It was then supposed 
a measure peculiarly adapted for legisiative, and not executive, 
action! And yet what have we witnessed? Why, ia a short 
time, wi h all the evidence before us of the manner in which it 
had been prostrate in the Senate, we find it adopted, in effect, 
as an Executive measure, in the shape of a Treasury order. 
When a Senator from Virginia had introduced his currency 
bill, calenlated to do away the Specie Circular, which had passed 
by a triumphant majority, the President kept it for some days, 
and thea, under the authority of the Attorney General, vetoed 
ui. He would say there never had been known, inany counuy, 
to say the least of it, 80 great an act of imprepriety in one 
branch ofa Government against another. It was these things 
that had agitated the public mind, and occasioned one wide and 
general distrust for the stability and order of things 
It bas colleague had lately passed through these heretofore 
busy streets, (Pearl and Pine,) and seen the number ef splendid 
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stores with that ominous notice “ito let’ on the coor 


| 8, and the 
| numerous houses untenanted, he could not fail to be 
| 

} 


convinced 


of the sincerity of the memorialists, when they asked that ho 


additional embarrassment should be forced upon the trade of 
their city. Was it possible that he did not see the cajjs made 
on the humane and benevolent to come forward and aid those 
who had been thrown out of their daily means of sustenance at 
the late seveie season ofthe year; and yet, when remonsirances 
were sent herve, they were looked upon as emanations from 
] Mr. T. then made some allusion 
to the resuimpuon of specie er by the banks in May next 
which his colleague seemed disposed to think would do much 
iv cure the evils under which we labored. Mow had the banks 
been able to prepare for this state of things, but by calling jy 
their entire circulation, and thus add ng w the distress of the 
trading community? If this Iudepeneent Treasury bill was 
passed, it would create a demand for specie that would not only 
prevent the so much desired resumption, but eud iu the destruc. 
tion of all Che Staite lustituuions. Mr. T. concluded by expressing 
his belief that nothing Was wanting but the helping hand of 
Government to inspire general confidence, and restore business 

to its wonted alacrity. 
| Mr. WRIGH' said, but for the necessity of corr eting an 
| essentialerror into which his colleague had tallen, in the re; ly 
| he had thought proper to make te his former remarks, he 
| should not have occupied the time of the Senate turther in the 
| course of thisdebate. fiis colle e had considered it to be jis 


duty, with what pafticular relevancy to any of the lopics iy 


pauicemakers or bank agents. 






volvcd inthe discussion he iad not yet been able to discover, to 
allude to the subject of the distribution of portions of the public 
revenue to the States, and to the acts and opinions of the lat 
President of the United States and of himsel!, aud the fri 
whe had acted with him poliucally in their Awn State. Ne had 
spoken of their opinions upon the power of Cougress over, and 
the policy of, these distributions, aud had made them all cut to 
have been, constitutionally and politically, frieuds ol the system 
"This was the error. 

It was true that, some years since, the Republicaus of his 
State became alarmed at the rapid sivides Which the doctrine of 
prosecuting Works of internal lmprovemen: withia the several 
| States, not only at the experse, but under the authority, aud by 
| the agents, and as the property of us Government, Was making 
here, ‘They also saw that a rapidly accumulating surplus 
revenue was giving to the docirine dangerous sireugth and 
force, and that some means must be devised to avert a iesult so 
destructive to Gur igstituuons as the adoption of such a doc- 
} triue, and the extension of such a policy would necessarily 
| prove. ‘They saw attempts tnade in Congress to reduce the 

revenue tothe wants of the Government without success; and as 

the less dangerous of the two alteruatives, considering both as 
fearful evils, they did repeatediy, through their Governor, 
through conunittees of the Legislature, and, he believed, on one 
or more occasions, through expressions of the Legislature lself, 
give a preference to the plan of distribution, over thatof a direct 
expenditure of the money by this Government upon works of 
internal improvement within the States. If the funds of this 

Government were (o be applied to the construction of roads and 

canals within the States, they preferred that the application 
| should be made by State authority, and that the works should be 
| the property of the States, and under their jurisdiction, rather 
| than that this Government shculd force its authority and its ju- 

risdiction, and extend its property, iis power and its patronage 
within the limits of those sovereignties for any suth purpose 
They did not, hs wever, attempt to assume or express the opinion 
| that Congress possessed the constitutional power to make the dis- 
| tribution tothe States without an amendment of Uie Constitution 
| tor that purpose. In every message trom a Governor, in every 

report from a committee, even including the report made by 
his colleague to which he had referred, and in every legislative 
| resolution, the question of constitutional power in Congress to 

inake the distribution to the States would be found to fave been 
| expressly reserved, as he verily believed. He spoke upon this 

pot with great confidence, because it had repeatedly been his 
duty toexamine those proceedings of his Stete since he had 
| beea a member of the Senate. Indeed he believed ie had now 
| in the drawer of his desk a printed copy of every document 
| which would be found upon the journals and files of their Le- 














gislature. He well recollected that the first mention made of 
this subject was to be found in one of the messages of Governor 
Clinton, and that he reserved the constitutional question in ex- 
pressterms. He did not recollect that but one other Governor 
{Governor Throop] had ever brought the subject to the atieu- 
on of the Legislature, an@“he knew he had jollowed, in this 
respect, the example of Governor Clinton. It was during his 
administration that his colleague made the report, as chairman 
of the canal committee of the Senate, to which he alludes, and 
he was sure, when that question was carefully guarded in al! 
the other documents, he could not have committed himself up 

onitin his report. In any event, as his colleague had done him 
the honor to referto his opinions, and to say that they, aud all 
their political friends in the State, were then agreed as to the 
policy. he could assure him and the Senate that he nad never 
himself entertained or expressed, but one opinion upon the 
point, and thatopinion was that, without an- amendinent of the 
Coustitutton, Congress could not make the distribution pro- 
posed. That opinion had governed all his actions in Congress 
upon questions of such distribution, and controjled his vote 
against the deposite bill of 1836, in the jorm in which it passed 
the Senate, as, in that form, he considered it a distribuuon 
bill. 

As to the expressions and communications of the late Presi 
dent of the United States, t0 which his colleague had so confi- 
dently alluded, he had only to say, if that distinguished states. 
man had ever any where contended for the power of Congress 
to distribute the surplus revenue among the States, without an 
amendment of the Constitution—h even admitted that 
power, or had ever expressed an opinion that it did exist--he 
had not seen the document; and he was confident a review of his 
communications to Congress would satisfy his colleague that 
he had mistaken their purport and meaning. 

As he was up, he would reply to one single otherjremark of 
his colleague, and he begged him to believe that he made the 
reply without any personal ill feeling. No such feeling had 
existed in his mind towards his colieague, and he earnestly 
hoped no occasion would ever be given for the existence of such 
a feeling. His colleague had remarked, speaking of his own poli- 
tical course, that he had been all his lifea straight-forward 
man, and that he could not now turn arightangle, or an acute 
angle, at the command of political leaders. He must have a 
curve, a rail-road turn, or, as the boys at school sometimes 
called it, a sweep of sixty toturn in. He (Mr. W.) did not 
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doubt that his colleague had intended to be a straight forward 
man in his political course, ant he thought it likely he had con- 
vinced himself that he had been so. He, too, had inten led to 
be a straight forward politician, to govern himseif by certain 
fixed principles, and to carry them out in all his actions; but he 
dare not say for himself what his colleague claimed, that he 
had beea straight upon all occasions. One of them must have 
taraed the angle or the curve, as they were very recently toge- 
ther, pursaing the same course, and entertaining the same opi- 
nions, and now they seemed to him to be very nearly opposites 
in opinion ant action. Under these circumstances, be much pre 

ferred to leave to their common constituents the decision of the 
question, which had turved and which had kept “ straigit-for- 

ard.”’ 

” He thought he had kept straight forward; but he was aware 
that a man lost, whon intending to pursue a straight line, would 
almost invariably describea circle. It was evident that either 
himself or his honorable celleague were now, and had been for 
some months past, lost, and that one of them had got just about 
half round the circle, and, so far as he was concerned, their con- 
stituents, and not themselves, should settle the question which 
was the lost politician. 

tn justice to himself, however, he must claim that he had 
some marks, some guide-posts, to direct his way and determine 

his course. He came into this body the friend of the late Admi- 
nistrauion, Of its principles, and of its measures. He was se- 
jected by those who sent him here, because such were known to 
be his feelines and opinions. Finding no cause to change 
either, he had remained the friend and supporter of that Admi- 
uistration during iis continuance, and during the whole of the 
period he found the talented and distinguished body of Opposi- 
tion Senators upon his right uniformly opposed to him. A 
change of Administration came, and he contributed his humble 
efforts to place at its head the present President. Ife had long 
known that individual, and they had long been personal and 
political friends. He, therefore, became a supporter of his 
administration, and still remained so. He was daily told by the 
Oppesition Senators that the present Administration was but 
carrying out the principles and measures of the last, and elabo. 
rate speeches had been recently made, and were now daily 
making, to prove, not only to the Senate, but to the county, 
that this was the fact. Could he, then, be inconsistent in sup 
porting this, as he had done the last, Administration? But, 
again, fhe found the same distinguished Senators who had 
during the whole eight years led the opposition in the political 
warfare against the tate Administration, equally leaders in op- 
position to this. They occupy the sameseats and use precisely 
the same weapons in the fight. Upon all questions they met 
him, as furmerly, in open and powerful opposition. If, then, 
he had been lost and travelling the circle, so necessarily must 
they have been upon the. whirl, too, for the distance between 
them and himself remained precisely the same. They were 
exucily Oppostie at the start, and they were exactly opposice 
now; nor had there been any armistice within which they could 
have met and crossed each other. And, again, he now found 
himself surrounded by, and acting with, almost all (he was 
sorry he could not say all) of those who had ever been political 
friends. They too, therefore, had been lost if he had been, and 
yet continued to pursue the course with him, whether direct or 
eircular, These considerations would certainly not only pal 
liate his error, if he was in error, but would furnish him some 
apology for being somewhat confident that his was not the cir 
cular course. 

Asingle word as toa remark of the honorable Senator from 
Massachusetts, and he had done. That Senator had said that 
in 1334, he had noconfidence in the system of State bank de- 
posites, but that I had, and that time has shown that opinions 
upon that subject werethen right and that mine were wrong. 
i had then confidence in that system, and I expressed it freely, 
fully,and honestly. Thetrialofthe system was made, and in 
iess than four years, and that too during a period of the most 
abundant plenty and prosperity, it failed. This experience 
destroyed my confidence, and convinced me that the system was 
bad both for the public and the banks. I cannot, by volition, 
restore that confidence. I cannot believe that to be good, and 
safe, and beneficial, which has been proved, before my own eyes, 

o bad, and dangerous, and injurious. Has this experience 
changed the former opinions of the Senator. No. He tells us 
tus day that he has no confidence in the State bank deposite 
system. Still this is the system which my houorable colleague 
urges upon us, and desires us to force upon the country, 
against the recent and positive experience of every business 
manin it I, for one, cannot bring myselfto such a course of 
ation. 

Mr. TALLMADGE made a brief reply to Mr. Waicur. 
Whatever might have been their devious political windings, 
there was no hostile feeling between his colleague and himself. 
With regard to the course which his colleague had pursued, he 
nad been guided by the Executive index; as that had pointed in 
1s revolutions around the political circle, so followed his col- 
vague; and he must take care, said Mr. T. lest, in his wander- 
ing, he should be lost like the twelve tribes inthe desert. Ii the 
Executive had been a fixed star, all might have been well with 
his colleague; but, instead of that, he was, to all intents and 
purpeses, anerratic comet, and wherever the light of his tail 
appeared, there was to be found his colleague, directing his 
course In pursult. 

ry memorial was then ordered to be printed, and laid on the 
tabie. 

Mr. BAYARD presented the memorial of the Board of Trade 
of Wilmington, Delaware, recommending a site on the waters 
ol the Brandywine for a national foundry. 

_Mr. WALL presented the resolutions of the Legislature of 
New Jersey, setting forth the peculiar advantages possessed by 
that State fora national foundry and dry dock: laid on the ta- 
ble, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. FULTON, the joint resolution from the 
Hfouse providing for the taking down of the wallsof the burnt 
postloffice, was carried through the different stages, and passed. 


INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
Independent Treasury bill as the special order, the 
question being on-Mr. Bucnanan’s motion of yes- 


terday, to postpone the bill and amendment till the 
next session of Congress. 


Mr. CALHOUN could scarcely persuade him- 


self that there was any hazard in taking this vote. 
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It appeared to him to be the best measure tor the 
relief of the country, and he could not believe in 
the correctness of the views of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, that any postpouement now would 
be construed by the counuy as a dec 
great financial question before them, j 
had been greatly agitated, and until asa 
decision on this question, he did na bdliéve that 
the mercantile community could Be restored to 
their former prosperity. He solemnly believed 
that if this question had been settled at the extra 
session, that the commercial interest would have 
been relieved from the pressure so much com- 
plained of, and that those who now resist it will 
incur a heavy responsibility by so doing. He 
could not believe that there was any hazard in 
taking this vote, nor that this Congress would rise, 
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without deciding a question so important to the 
best interests gf the whole country. An ailirma- 
tive vole on this motion would have all the eflect 
of a rejection of the bill; and those, therefore, who 
were opposed to the bill in any shape, would vote 
for the postponement. ‘They could not do more 
than decide the question for this session, for it un- 
doubtedly, if postponed, would be renewed at the 
next, 

Mr. MORRIS observed, that, at the commence- 
ment of this debate, he did not intend to utter a sin- 
gle word on this subject, nor did he intend now to 
assign any reasons for or against the bill. He 
rose to correct a misunderstanding as to the effect 
of his vote on this motion. He should vote against 
the postponement, and if that motion failed, he 
should vote againsthe substitute of the gentleman 
from Virginia, He should then vote for certain 
amendments which he deemed indispeusable to ren- 
der this bill acceptable to him, and if these failed 
he should be compelled io vote against tHe bill. 
He, theiefore, did not wish the vole he now gave to 
be considered as binding him to any future vote. 
If certain amendments, which he should suggest at 
the proper time, should be adopted, he would vote 
for the bill; otherwise he should vote against it. 

The question was then taken on Mr. BUCHA- 
NAN’S motion to postpone the bill and amend- 
ments till the next session, and losi—yeas 23, nays 
29, as follow: . 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Grundy, 
Knight, McKean, Merrick, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Robbins, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Spence, Swift, ‘Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster, and 
White—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hub- 
bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Morris, Mou- 
ton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Ro- 
binson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, 
Trotter, Walker, Wall, Williams, Wright, and 
Young—29. 

Mr. PRESTON desired to know whether it was 
in order, at this stage of the proceedings, to offer 
an amendment to the substitute proposed by Mr. 
Rives? On being answered in the aflirmative, 

Mr. PRESTON commenced in too low a tone of 
voice to be distinctly audible to the reporter; but 
he was understood to say that he was in favor of 
the substitute, provided it could be amended with 
cerlain improvements. He objected, also, that any 
preject ot this kind, to be safely carried through, 
must be wisely administered by the Executive De- 
partments of the Government; and he must say 
that he had no confidence in the ability of the offi- 
cer who was tocarry it on, and who seemed to have 
no liking but for the most wild and visionary 
schemes. It is a nice question of patriotism, said 
Mr. P. whether we ought not to stand by and see 
this measure carried through, because it is a mea- 
sure of the Administration—whether it would not 
be better to give them this measure, and Jet them 
carry it out, and make the most of it, and thus let 
the failure which must ensue, rouse the indigna- 
tion of the country against the experiment and ex- 
perimenters; or, by a vigorous resistance, defeat it. 
He believed that the experiment would derange the 
commerce of the country, and derange the cur- 
rency to an unexampled degree. But though he 
believed all this, he was not sure that this measure 
would not, in the end, be better than any, even the 
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wisest measure, entrusted to this Administration, 
which had heretofore administered the wisest |aws 
so injuriously. He didnot know whether it would 
not be better to give them [the Administration] this 
law, rather than let them go on and can, ass with it, 
to advance their Democratic, agrarian and loco feco 
measures. Give it to them, said Mr. P. and take 
these catch words of rag barons, shin-plasters, and 
irfedeemable currency, from their mouths, with 
which they continue to agitate the country. 

It was known to every man who had a bank 
note, and who had a debt to pay, that the Sub- 
Treasury system was now in full operation; and all 
they want, said Mr. P. is for us to legalize what 
they now already have. Mr. P. here complained 
of indisposition, and regretted that he had not the 
ability to go on in full. He would have been glad 
to show how destructive this measure would be to 
the prosperity of the country, and, as a southern 
man, to show his disapprobation ot a measure cal- 
culated to break dowa the agricultural States, and 
make them subservient to a central power. He 
Was anxious to show that its effects would be to 
cripple our commerce, and, by a reduction of this 
revenue, produce an increase of the tariff; and, as 
a State rights man, “born in the purple,” “porphy- 
rogenitus,” he was anxious to vindicate the straight- 
forward principles in which he had been nurtured, 
and show that it was impossible for him to support 
a measure so directly at variance with them. If a 
suitable opportunity occurred, he should do so; but 
for the present he should content himself with 
offering some amendments to the substitute, with 
the necessary explanations. 

The gentleman from Virginia {Mr. Rives} had 
proposed that a system of financial agencies should 
be carried out through the medium of the State 
banks, and he would be glad to see such a system 
carried out; but a manifest objection to this was, 
the patronage which it conferred on the Executive. 
He had always been opposed to the union of the 
purse and the sword; and, if he had no other ob- 
jection to the Sub-Treasury scheme, this would be 
a sufficient one. The same objection applied to the 
scheme of the gentleman from Virginia; and, to 
remove that, he proposed to offer this amendment. 

It would be recollected that the banks to be se- 
lected as public depositories, were to be selected at 
ithe diseretion of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
Now~he proposed that this selection should be by 
gen :ral principles, to be established by Congress. 
His first amendment, therefore, proposed that the 
public depositories shall be selected from such 
banks whose stock is owned in whole or in part by 
the Siates in which they are situated: and he .was 
happy to be able to ray that in almost every State 
of the Union, there were, at ihe points where it 
was necessary for the Government to have finan- 
cial agents, banks, whose stock was owned either 
in who’e or in part by the States in which they 
were. But if it should turn out that there were 
none such, then he would confide the selection to 
the States themselves; and the amendment proposed 
that it should be made by the Legislatures, when in 
session, and by the Governors in the recess. We 
have already decided, Mr. P. said, that the sur- 
plus public money shall be put in deposite with the 
States; and the very institutions in which the States 
have deposited this surplus, will most probably be 
selected. Inthe other case, the selection will be 
given to the Secretary of the Treasury; but in this 
proposition, this immense source of patronage and 
influence will be cut off. He should also propose 
an amendment to reverse, in some sort, the order 
of that part of the proposition of the gentleman 
from Virginia, in regard to the mode by which he 
addressed himself to the banks, to induce them to 
resume specie payments. ‘He should propose that 
the notes of all the banks in the country that are, in 
the estimation of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
sound, safe, and substantial, be taken for the dues 
of the Government, up to a certain day, say the 
first of August next; after which, none are to be 
taken but the notes cf specie-paying banks. By 
“these means, the Government would lend a help- 
ing hand to those banks which are not able to re- 
sume without its aid. 

He had another amendment to offer which he 
would briefly notice. It had been supposed that 















the circulation of the Government funds, by bank- 
ing institutions, produced too great an expansion 
of the currency. But that there was nothing in 
thia objection, it would be sufficient to say that the 
falling off of the revenue, would itself stand in 
the way of too great an expansion. It was not in 
conlormity with the genius of this Government, to 
keep its funds locked up frem circulation, and he 
believed it would be politic in some degree to let 
the people have the use of the public money. But 
to guard against any danger on this score, he would 
propose that when the public money in any of the 
deposite banks exceeded a certain portion of their 
capital, that then the excess should be drawn in 
specie, and putin special deposite. The effect of 
this arnendment would be, that when the Govern- 
ment had in deposite nothing but its ordinary re- 
venue, sufficient to meet its annual expenditures, 
the banks might discount on it without danger of 
expansion. But when there was any extraordi- 
nary excess in the Treasury, sufficient to offer 
temptations to speculation, that then it would with- 
drawn, and placed out of the way of being banked 
upon. 

Mr. PRESTON then submitted his first amend- 
ment as follows, stating thathe would submit the 
others to which he had adverted, subsequently : 

Atier the word * notwithstanding,” in the fourth 
line, insert * that there shall be employed (twenty- 
five banks,} whose stock is owned in whole or in 
yrart by the State in which they are established; or, 
i! there be none such, then those shall be employed 
which shall be designated for that purpose by the 
Legislature; or if the Legislature be not in session, 
by the Governor of the State in which they are es- 
tablished, and if no such designation be made upon 
application by the Secretary of the Treasury, “ that 
they shall be chosen from the most solid and respecta- 
ble banks.in the States and Territories,” Sc. as in 
the bill. 

Mr. MORRIS demanded the yeas and nays on 
the amendment, which were accordingly ordered. 

Mr. RIVES said that there was a part of this 
amendment to which he certainly should not ob- 
ject; but there was another portion of it to which 
4 there were strong objections. Believing that there 
was a growing opinion throughout the country in 
favor of the establishment of banks, the stock of 
whieh is to be owned by the States, and with their 
fauh pledged for their solvency, he had no objec- 
tion to the giving a preference to such banks as 
the public depositories. But with regard to the 
other part of the amendment, which proposed to 
delegate to the State Governments the functions of 
» General Government, by giving them the se- 
lection of its financial agents, he was entirely op- 
poset to it. This Government was responsible for 
the exercise of all the functions committed to it by 
the Constitution; and it did not seem to hm com- 
patible with the harmony of our system that they 

hould be delegated to another power. If the gen- 

t'eman would modify that part of his amendment, 
and dispense with another, proposing the recep- 
tion of the notes of the non-specie-paying 
banks, he would cheerfully go with him. His at- 
tention hal been called to this latter proposition by 
the remarks of the Senator from Kentacky, some 
days ago, who threw it out as a simple suggestion, 
and it was now formally offered to the Senate by 
the Senator from South Carolina. It was this: in- 
stead of providing, as the substitute to the bill now 
does, that the banks should resume by a certain 
time, their netes shall be taken for all the public 
dues, the amendment proposes to make them re- 
ceivable at once, and to adopt the provision in the 
substitnte excluding them, if they shall not resume 
specie payments after a given day. 

After careful and deliberate reflection, he thought 
that there were objections to it, which are insuper- 
able. The honorable gentleman from Kentucky, 
{Mr. Cuay,] referred to the practice under the ad- 
ministration of Mr. Madison of receiving the notes 
of banks which did not pay specie. Now he would 
observe, that there was not at any time during Mr. 
Madison’s administration, a recognition by law of 
the notes of non-specie paying banks. On 
the contrary, such recognition by law was con- 
stantly resisted in Congress, as well as by 
the cnlightel head of the Treasury Depart- 
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ment himself. He saw, with the Senators from 
South Carolina, and Kentucky, [Messrs. Preston 
and C.ay,]} that there might be a temporary con- 
venience in their plan; yet it would establish a pre- 
cedent that would be fraught with the most immi- 
nent danger. If our Government pursued its true 
policy, it would set its face against the reception 
of notes of non-specie paying banks; and he be- 
lieved that it was in that way that the constitutional 
standard is to be preserved, not by requiring pay- 
ments in gold and silver exclusivly. His atiention, 
{Mr. R. said] had been attracted to the correspon- 
dence of Mr. Cheves with the Treasury Depart- 
ment, when he expressed the opinion, that but for 
the inflexibility with which the Government per- 
sisted in not authorizing the reception of the notes of 
non-specie paying banks, in the trying times be- 
tween 1817 and 1819, they would all have again 
suspended. This principle has never been departed 
from in the legislation of Congress, and though 
there might be some sma!] temporary convenience 
in the ainendment, yet, for the reasons given, he 
could not assent to it. 

{Here Mr. R. quoted extracts from Mr. Cheves’s 
letters in 1819, while president of the United States 
Bank, to Mr. Crawford, then Secretary of the Trea- 
sury.} 

He would suggest, for the consideration of the 
gentlemen from South Carolina and Kentucky, the 
inconvenience that would result from their plan if 
the banks should not resume payments by the time 
they proposed. 
sume, there would be the same reasons for continu- 
ing the indulgence to them from time to time as 
now exist. 

He believed, with the Senator from South Caro- 


























































































‘lina, that there was a considerable delusion with re- 


gard to the policy and practicability of special de- 
posites, and that nothing was wanted but an exper:- 
ment of that plan to put an end to it. But he had 
already stated his views, in full, on the whole sub- 
ject, and he did not deem it justifiable to occupy 
more of the attention of the Senate for the purpose 
of enlarging on it. He merely rose to state his 
opinion in regard to the amendments of the Senator 
from South Carolina, and he hoped that the sense 
of the Senate would now be taken on them. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said, that in some re- 
marks thrown out by him about a fortnight ago, he 
might have intimated that it would have been an 
improvement of the substitute offered by the gentle- 
man from Virginia, to provide for the reception of 
notes of sound banks, though not now paying spe- 
cie; but it never was his intention to propose any 
such modification, nor was he aware that the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina was about to propose it. 
He thought neither project adapted to the wants of 
the country; and therefore, when compelled to vote, 
he should do so merely asa choice of evils, rather 
than through any confidence he had in the substi- 
tute. As the modification had been proposed by 
the Senator, he thought proper to offer a few words 
in its support. 

The proposition of the Senator from Virginia, holds 
out to the banks, as a motive to resume specie pay- 
ments, that the paper of such banks as shall resume 
by the Istof July, shall be received in the Treasury. 
The proposition of the Senator from South Caro- 
lina, is that the paper of all sound, safe, and un- 
questionable banks should be received at once for 
the dues of Government, until, say the Ist of Au- 
gust, at which time, if they did not resume, then 
the Government shall no longer be under obliga- 
tion to receive their paper. If this suggestion were 
adopted, it would then be seen that it was a tem- 
porary measure of Government, to lift the country 
out of its present distress and despondency, by be- 
stowing on the only circulation the seal and sane- 
tion of the Government itself. What would be the 
effect, if the Government should take the paper of 
this class of banks but to restore confidence 
between the parties. The Government would no 
longer be the great competitor in the market for 
the specie, nor the absorbent of that article. The 

specie of the country would-then be left where it 
ought to be—in the vaults of the banks. It might 
be said, perhaps, that the effect would be to stimu- 
late the banks to over issues of paper; but, asked 
Mr. C. would this te likely under the circum- 
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stances of the case? When they were informed 
that, unless they did resume by the appointed time 
their paper would be discredited in the country, 
they would not be likely to be stimulated to any 
improper expansion; they would be more likely, in 
such a state of things, to be preparing for the re- 
sumption. The Senator from Virginia was 
opposed to countenancing the reception of irre. 
deemable paper, and so was Mr. C. as much so 
ol man, except as a temporary measure of 
relief. 

How stands the case now, said Mr. C. The S- 
nator from Virginia voted for the ten millions in 
Treasury notes. What were they but irredeema- 
ble paper, post notes payable one year after date;— 
and the question is, what is the difference between 
the irredeemable paper of the Government, and the 
temporary eo of the now irredeemable paper 
of the banks? If the Government paper was better 
than that of the banks, then the Government paper 
should have the preference. ButI refer to the 
state of the market to show that the Government 
irredeemable paper is inferior to that of the banks, 
in the transaction of the business of the country, 
and the payment of debts. But the Senator from 
Virginia further objects that there was no precedent 
for this during the administration of Mr. Madison, 
when this kind of paper was merely sanctioned by 
that high dignitary, and not received under the au- 
thority of laws. 

Which was the most proper, that the money 
should be received by the authority of law, 
or -the discretion of the Execative? Even at 
the period referred to by the Senator, when the 
necessity of the times was so great, it would have 
been better that this money should have been re- 
ceived for a short period on the authority of law, 
than in violation of all laws. The proposition of 
the Senator from South Carolina was merely a tem- 
porary measure, to relieve the pressure of these 
times, and was not likely to be of long continuance. 
Again, the tendency of this measure was eminently 
conservative. It would require the Government to 
use what was the currency of the people, and 
which, in fact, procured every thing now as well as 
heretofore; commanding as much in value, since 
the suspension of specie payments, as before. 
Whence was this state of things, unless the most 
implicit confidence was placed in these notes? and 
why should the Government not have confidence in 
that money in which the people reposed such unli- 
mited confidence? Under all the circumstances, it 
| might be-the most politic course to pursue, to do 
nothing, to propose nothing, but leave the responsi- 
bility where it rests, until there was a disposition 
evinced by the party in power to obey the public 
will. 

Mr. BUCHANAN was glad, once more, to be 
able most heartily to concur with the Senator from 
Virginia, (Mr. Rives,] in the sentiments which he 
had expressed on the present occasion. He hoped 
that there would yet be many occasions on which 
that gentleman and himself would again be found 
acting together; and as his instructions, even when 
construed in the broadest and most liberal sense, 
would not prevent him from expressing his opinion 
on this particular question, he should do so with pe- 
culiar pleasure. 

The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Preston} 
had proposed what? Mr. B. did not doubt the de- 
votion of that gentleman to the cause of Siate 
rights ; but if he were to be judged by the proposi- 
tion which he had advocated, one would not sup- 
pose that he felt any peculiar dread of Executive 
influence. What power did the gentleman pro- 
pose to confer on the Secretary of the Treasury, at 
the very time he declared him incompetent to dis- 
charge the duties of his office? The tremendous 
power of selecting from the eight hundred banks 
of the country such as he thought proper, and of 
declaring that their irredeemable notes shall be re- 
ceived in payment of the dues of the Government, 
as equal to gold and silver. The Senator had been 
very careful to limit, as much as possible, the 
discretion of the Secretary in the selection of 
the twenty-five deposite banks, which is to be made 
under the amendment of the Senator from Virginia, 
after the resumption of specie payments; but, be- 
fore this resumption, the Secretary alone i to 
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decide what banks are sound and substantial, and 
what irredeemable paper shall be received by the 
Government. His discretion in this respect was 
jllimitable. Such a discretion would be a more 

rolifie source of Executive influence, under the 
existing circumstances of the country, than any 
other which could be devised. The power to dis- 
tinguish between these banks, and to decide which 
of them were solvent and which were not, would 
place them all under the control of the Secretary of 
the Treasury. The truth was, that if you attempted 
to distinguish between them, and to give the credit 
of the Government to some whilst you denied it to 
others, when all were equally insolvent, so far as 
regarded the redemption of their notes in specie, 
you would cast yourselves loose upon an ocean 
of doubt, difficulty, and confusion. It would be 
found utterly impracticable. 

But, to proceed further: What was, in substance, 
the proposition of the Senator from South Carolina, 
and what would be its inevitable effect?) It was to 
establish this precedent, that if the banks, by over- 
trading, should place themselves in a condition in 
which they are unable to redeem their liabilities, 
and thus forfeit the public confidence, that then 
you are to interpose; and by receiving and paying 
out their notes, you are to give the countenance of 
the Government to a depreciated and irredeemable 
currency. Let ingenuity exert itself upon this 
question as it may, still this was the practical re- 
sult. By the precedent which you establish, you 
tell the banks that in time to come, they may ex- 
pand their business to any amount they may think 
proper, without fear of consequences. You in ef- 
fect say to them, go en; do not limit your business 
by your means of payment, and when the explosion 
comes, as come it must, the Government will ease 
you off on a bed of down, and will receive your 
notes as gold and silver, uvtil you are able to re- 
deem them yourselves. Would not this be the ef- 
fect of the Senator’s amendment? 

Mr. B. said he would here proclaim that he was 
now, and had ever been, the friend of a sound and 
well-reguiated banking system; and no act or decla- 
ration of his life would show the contrary; but it 
was asking too much from his friendship to require 
him to receive their notes in payment of the dues of 
the Government, after they had been compelled, 
mainly in consequence of their own extravagance, 
to suspend specie payments. For one, he could 
hold out to them no such inducement to resume. 
He believed it would be the most effectual mode of 
retarding, if not forever preventing, this resumption 
of paymentsin gold and silver, which was so much 
to be desired. 

Mr. B. said that much had been said about the 
suspension of specie payments by the banks dur- 
ing the late war, and many parallels had been 
drawn between that suspension and the one under 
which the country was now suffering. He would 
ask what had been the cause of the former suspen- 
sion? Was it not the patrietism of the banks at 
that time, and their devotion to the eause of their 
country?’ The banks south of New England, (and 
specie-paymenis were not suspeuded there) in or- 
der to accommodate the Government, had taken 
its loans when they were depreciated ten, fifteen, 
and twenty per cent. in the market, and had given 
m exchange their own notes. What was the con- 
sequence? Their specie was drawn from then, 
and they were left without the means of redeeming 
those enormous is:ues, by means of which the war 
was conducted. The Government, knowing that 
this suspension had been oceasioned in the manner 
he indicated, had winked at the receipt of their 
notes in payment of the public dues; and the con- 
sequence was, it had on hand, he did not recollect 
how many millions of their irredeemable paper, of 
which we had so often heard, under the name of 
unavailable funds. But Congress had never sanc- 
tioned by any law the receipt of such paper. 

He would ask if any such cause existed at the 
date of the present suspension of specie payments. 
The country had been for years in the full tide of 
prosperity. We had long been at peace with all 
foreign nations; our agriculture, commerce, and 
Manufactures were in a most flourishing condi- 
tion; when ina moment, like a clap of thunder 
from a cloudless sky, the banks exploded, and the 
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commerce and trade of the country were prostrated. 
It is true thata few sagacious men, observing the 
vast expansion of bank credits and other causes 
which were in operation, had foreseen this result; 
but it was wholly unexpected by the mass of the 
people. Under these circumstances, Congress 
were now asked by the Senator from South Caro- 
lina to place the notes of these banks on the same 
foooting with gold and silver, in payment of the 
dues of the Government. 

The Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Cray] had 
asked, what was the difference between the recep- 
tion by the Government of Treasury notes and of 
irrredeemable bank paper? and had contended that 
they ought both toshare the same fate. Mr. B. would 
endeavor to point out the distinction. You found 
yourselves, said he, under the necessity of making 
aloan to carry onthe ordinary operations of the 
Government. This necessity had been forced upon 
you solely by the inability and refusal of the banks 
to pay over the money which you had placed with 
them on deposite. You made this loan by the 
issue of Treasury notes, which, on their tace, are 
not payable until one year after date. The faith 
of the United States was pledged for their redemp- 
tion at the end of this period. The Treasury note 
was the bond-of the Government, given to the hold- 
er of it, contracting that, when the year expires, he 
shall be paid in gold and silver. Could any gentle- 
man doubt the security? 

On the other hand, what was the nature of bank 
notes. These notes were payable on demand; and 
at every instant they remained unpaid in conse- 
quence of the existing suspension, the banks were 
defaulters. If,said Mr. B. | were to give you my 
bond, payable at the end of one year, I could not 
be called upon to discharge it before the expiration 
of that period, and hence am no defaulter; but if 
you hojd my note, payable cn demand, and I either 
do not redeem it on demand, or proclaim myself 
insolvent, and declare that I will not pay it if de- 
manded, all mankind would justly say I was a de- 
faulter. Such is the distinction between Treasury 
notes and bank notes. The one is a floating debt, 
not yet due, contracted for the purpose of carrying 
en the operations of the Government, and assum- 
ing the form of Treasury notes, incidentally to aid 
the circulation of the country, which will certainly 
be paid at maturity; the other is the paper curren- 
cy of the country, issued by the banks, payable on 
demand, and purporting on its face to be equal to 
gold and silver; and yet no one can say when, or 
whether ever, it will be redeemed. This wasnot a 
question, as the Senrtor from Kentucky seemed to 
suppose, whether the Treasury notes were be!ow or 
above the specie or paper par in the market. They 
would be valued according to the opinion of their 
holders, and the uses to which they could be ap- 
plied. Butthe public faith has never yet been sul- 
lied in regard to these notes; and it will be time 
enough, in case they should not be paid in gold 
and silver, when they become due, to compare 
them with irredeemable bank paper. 

The Senator from Kentucky had said that to re- 
ceive these irredeemable bank notes, in the manner 
proposed, wouid be eminently conservative. Mr. 
B. would be much pleased to examine this propo- 
sition; but he was in a narrow place, and could 
not perform this task as he would desire, without 
danger of passing the limit of his instructions. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, was not sure but Mr. 
B. had done so already. But he insisted that the 
true question was, which kind of irredeemable pa- 
per was of the highest value in the market. That 
of the hanks was the money of the States and the 
people, and deemed of more value than the Trea- 
sury notes. If their value was precisely the same, 
then one was as good as the other, and as worthy 
of the acceptance of the Government. If their 
values were different,“he most valuable ought to be 
cherished. Mr.C. further urged the importance of 
receiving bank notes for the public dues, to enable 
the banks to resume specie payments, and of sym- 
pathising with the people, by making use of the 
common currency. 

Mr. BUCHANAN verily believed that this was 
a'suggestion thrown out by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky without reflection; and that the more he re- 
flected upon it, the more reason would he have 


to repent that it had ever been made. But hi 
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spirit was such, that when he mate any suc- 
gestion, no matter how hasty, ke persisted in i 
until the end. This debate was as little anticipate ! 
by him, as it could have been by the Senator; ar 


until a few moments before he rose, he had not in- 


tended to take any part in it; but he would now 
continue it alittle longer, whilst he replied to some 
of his (Mr. Cray’s) last remarks. 

If Mr. B. understood the gentleman correctly, he 
had said, that, as the State Governments and the 
people received this irredeemable bank paper, there- 
fore, the Government of the United States ought to 
actin the same manner. Now could any suc 
inference be drawn from the premises assume 
Ought the course, which the State Governments 
and the people had been compelled to pursue by th 
conduct of the banks, be permitted to control the 
Constitution of the United States? ‘That was the 
question. Are we to abandon that Constitution, 
which, when correctly construed, requires us to re- 
ceive and disburse gold and silver, or paper which 
may at any moment be cunveried into gold and 
silver, and accept in payment of the public dues, 
to an unlimited extent, irredeemable bank paper? 
If we do, the paper currency of the couniry wil! 
sink into hopeless and irretrievable ruin. Whet 
had Mr. Cheves said upon this subject? As he 
was quoted by the Senator from Vursinia, [ Mr. 
Rives,] he had declared that nothing had prey ented 
a general suspensicn of specie payments by the 
banks, in 1819 or 1820, but the inflexible determ:- 
nation of the Government to preserve the specie 
standard inviolate. What will now be the effect o! 
adhering to the same standard?) Not to give our- 
selves a better currency than that of the people ol 
the country, as has been contended, but to place us 
all upon the same level, by banishing irredeeinable 
bank paper from circulation. The State Goyern- 
ments will thus be induced to place such wholesome 
restrictions upon their banking institutions as will 
hereafter prevent a general suspension of specie 
payments. And here he would observe, that the 
idea of an exclusive metallic currency for the 
whole people of the United States was a mere 
phantom, which had been conjured up to alarm the 
fears of the timid. ~ The best interests of the peo- 
ple, however, demanded that this Government 
should insist upon the payment of the public dues, 
if not exclusively in specie, at least in paper whieh 
was equivalent to specie. 

In regard to the broad line of distinction whic! 
he had drawn between Treasury notes, payable one 
year after date, and not yet due, and irredeemabile 
bank paper payable on demand, the Senator had 
not attempted to prove that he Mr. B. had been in 
been inerror. Hisanswer consisted ina mere Frej)*t- 
tion of the statement, that Treasury notes were not 
equal in the market with bank paper. This fact, even 
admitting its existence,as Mr. B. had shown before, 
had nothing to do with the question. But even if it 
had, what would be the result?) Throughout the 
whole Union, Treasury notes had unifermily, be 
believed, commanded a premium, varying im 
amount according to time and piace, over the loca! 
bank paper, except in New York, where they 
might occasionally have been under the paper par. 
It would have been most strange, had this not been 
the case; especially when we consider not only 
their undoubted security, but their perfect equatels 
with gold and silver, at all times, and invall places, 
in the payment of the dues of the Government. 
No ingenuity could induce the Senate to believe, 
that the Government had forfeited its credit, by uot 
redeeming these notes in specie, before they were 
due. 

The Senator had not noticed that part of his ar- 
gument which related to the vast power whe? _ 
would be conferred upon the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, if he were authorized to decide what irredeem- 
able bank notes should be received in payment of 
the public dues, and what should be rejected. tt 
was not answered, und it was unanswerable. Sucha 
power would be greater than had ever been gon- 
ferred on any Executive officer, since the founda- 
tion of the Government. 

Mr. CLAY here said that this discretionary 
power was only proposed to be given for fouf 
months. 





Mr. BUCHANAN said that four months was 
an ave in relation to this question. The great ef- 
fort was to prove that the couutry had reached a 
deplorable crisis, and it was now essential that the 
Government should do something to resuscitate the 
Biate banks. What more could be done for such 
banks as the Secretary might select, than to re- 
ceive their notes as equivalent to gold and silver 
in the dues of the Government: and could any thing 
worse befall the rest, than to make this odious dis- 
tinction against them, and thus have their notes 
discredited by the Government? A continuance 
of this practice for four months would decide 
the fate of the banks and of the currency. It 
would place all these institutions under the control 
of thé Executive. Before that period shall have 
elapsed, the banks really solvent will have resumed 
specie payments; and those which cannot pay their 
debts will have sunk into hopeless insolvency. So 
far as the Government was concerned, there can 
be, there oughtto be, but one standard in regard to 
the solvency of a bank—is it able and willing to 
redeem its notes in specie on demand? Unless this 
question can be answered in the affirmative, its 
notes ought never to be received. 

Now, in regard to the resumption of specie pay- 
ments by the banks—and this was a subject on 
which he had bestowed much reflection—he would 
ask, what now existed to prevent it?) We had been 
told by the Senator from New York {Mr. 'Tatt- 
MaDGe] at the late special session of Congress, that 
the country was then in debt to England forty mil- 
lions of dollars. He believed that this estimate was 
too low, rather than too higy. The rate of ex- 
change was then heavily against us, and every 
effort was made to send co‘ton and to send specie 
ont of the country, for the purpose of liquidating 
th.s debt. Under such circumstances, the banks 
could not have resumed. But all things hare now 
changed. The energy and the enterprise of our 
ciuzens have, in a few months, reversed the former 
condition of our exchanges. The exports of our 
great staple to England have mainly produced this 
result. The foreign exchanges, which, a few months 
ago, were some twenty per cent. against us, have 
been reduced to six or seven per cent.; or, in other 
words, they are now two or three per cent. in our 


favor, being to that extent belew the real par of ex- 


change between the two countries. There can, 
therefore, now be no drain of specie from the banks 
to send to foreign countries. It must flow into this 
country, and not flow outof it. If, then, the debt which 
we owed to England; if the high rate of foreign ex- 
change against us, and if the proceedings of the Bank 
of England compelled our banks to suspend specie 
payments, (and these were the reasons assigned by 
the banks themselves for the suspension,) what now, 
he would ask, compels them to continue that sus- 
pension? The Bank of England no longer, by her 
measures, restricts the American trade. She has 
become sensible of ber own folly. Money is now 
plenty and cheap in England, and much capital 
there is without employment. Besides, our impor- 
tations from abroad, when compared with what 
they were formerly, are insignificant; whilst our ex- 
ports are as great as ever. And yet, with all these 
facts staring us in the face, we are told that the 
banks cannot resume without aid from this Govern- 
ment. Sir, they can resume, and wil! resume, 
without any such aid—I mean such of them as are 
soivent. Public opinion will compel a resumption. 

He did not wish to set up for a prophet, or to 
add his name to the list of prophets on that floor. 
For once, however, he would venture to prophesy. 
He would say that the flax and reflux of the tides 
secre not more certain, than that this country will 
wituess a return of prosperity before the close of 
the present year. The one was goyerned by the 
laws of nature, the other by laws of trade almost 
equally certain. Tet the Sub-Treasury bill pass, 
OL ge ve defeated; let the amendment of the 

nator from Virginia be adopted, or let it be re- 
jected; before the first day of January next, our 
trade, our commerce, our industry of every descrip- 
tion, will revive and flourish. Nothing can pre- 
vent it, excep! some creat national ealamuy, which 
no man can now anticipate. He jadged of the 
iuture by the past. How lon this prosperity may 
continue, he could not pretend to say. This would 
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depend upon the action of the banks; and what 
length of time would be required again to expand 
the bubble of speculation to the bursting point. 

It would be conceded by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, that Mr. Biddle was an able financier, and 
that he watched the signs of the times with a skil- 
ful and practised eye. He did not doubt that gen- 
tleman’s sincerity, when he expressed the opinion, 
a few months before the suspension of specie pay- 
ments, in his letter to Mr. Adams, that the country 
had not over-traded. We were then proceeding 
so rapidly on the broad road to financial destruc- 
tion, and we were all so infatnated with past pros- 
perity, and so blind to our danger, that even Mr. 
Biddle considered the idea of our having -over- 
traded as without any foundation. Now, if the 
Senator from Kentucky had established his great 
national bank, with Mr. Biddle at its head as his 
pilot, looking out to descry the coming storm, what 
would have been its condition? This bank would 
have gone down with all the other banks of the 
country. It could not have continued specie pay- 
ments longer than the rest of these institutions. 

The Senator from Kentucky had complained that 
he [Mr. B.] had made an unfair statement of one 
ofhis arguments. He knew the Senator would 
not accuse him of any such intention. The Sena- 
tor had mistaken Mr. B’s reply. He cheerfully ac- 
quitted the gentleman from Kentucky of any de- 
sire to make the present irredeemable paper sys- 
lem permanent. What he had said was, that 
should the amendment of the Senator from South 
Carolina prevail, it would be a most dangerous 
preecdent for future times. The banks, looking to 
the present case, and expecting relief in the same 
manner, would expand their issues extravagantly 
whenever they thought proper, believing that if 
they were compelled to suspend specie payments, 
they might look to this Government for relief, by 
having their irredeemable notes rece'ved into the 
Treasury upon an equality with gold ana silver. 

Afier some remarks from Mr. PRESTON, the 
Senate, without taking the question, went into the 
consideration of Executive business. 

Adjourned. 


—— 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tirurspay, March 8, 183s. 
Mr. BRIGGS, in order to obviate a recurrence of the diffi- 
y which had occurred yesterday under the 63d rule of the 
use, asked leave to submit an amendment thereto. 

The 634 rule is in the following words: 

“63. No appropriation shall be reported in such general 
appropriation bills, or be in order as an amendment thereto, for 
y expenditure not previously authorized by law.” 

Mr. B. moved to add the following: 

“Or in continuation of appropriations for such public works 
and objects as are already in progress, with the usual contin- 
gencies for carrying on the several departntents of the Govern- 
ment.’ 

Under the rule, this amendment would have to lie over ove 
lay for consideration, but Mr. B. asked leave to have it consi- 
dered now, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped it would be adopted. 

Mr. REED objected, on the ground that it was a matter of 
too much consequence to be adopted in haste. Let it be printed 
and lie over a day. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved a suspension of the rule, but only 73, not 
two-thirds, voted in the affirmative. 

AGRICULTURE. 

Mr. DEBERRY moved the printing of 5,00) extra copies 
of the report accompanying the bill, in relation to the intrudue- 
tion and enlture of tropical plants, &c. which, after a few words 
from Meesrs. MERCER and DEBERRY, was agreed to. 

ROADS AND CANALS. 

Me. GRAVES reported a bill making an appropriation for the 
purchase of the Louisville and Portland canal stock, and 2,000 
s of the report wee ordered to the printed. 

PATENTS. 

Mr. FLETCHER of Vermont reporteda bill to authorize the 
Commissioner of the Patont Office to issue a patent to John 
Howard Kyvyan. 

Mr. F. also made a favorable report on the petition of 8. B. 
W. Douglass. 

Mr. F. also made a favorable report on the petion of William 
Perkinson. 

Mr. F. a'so made a favorable report on the petition of John 
Blank, so fares relates to the issue of a new patent, and unfa- 
vorable with reference to the residue thereof, all of which were 
laid on the table 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS. 

Mr. MERCER reported a resolution instructing the Commit 
tee on the Public Buildings to ascertain the cost of providing, 
withia the Capitol, a suitable hall forthe use of the House of 
Representatives; and if such could not be provided, to suggest 
such alterations in the present hall as would be convenient for 
the transaction ef the public business; which was concurred in. 

NEUTRALITY BILL. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Conference, on the 
part of the House, appointed on the disagreeing votes of the two 
jfouses on the billin relation to our neutral laws, reported that 
they had performed the duty assigned to them, and that the two 
committees had agreed upon a recommendation to their re- 


extra Cope 


i epective bodies, which, they thought, would earry into effect 


the views of both. The concurrence or rejection must first 
come from the Senate, and as soon asit did, Mr. H. would 
move to take up the bill and finally act upon it. 

The unfinished business of the morning hour, being the reso|y. 
tion of Mr. Jounson of Maryland, for granting land to the States 
for free schools, was postponed till to-morrow, on motion of 
Mr. HOWARD, on account of the absence of his colicague, 
from indisposition; and the House passed to the orders of the 


day. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in answer to a resolution of the 
House of Monday last, calling upon the Secretaries of the Trea 
sury, War, and Navy for infurmation relative to the accounts 
of, and appointments by, those departments respectively, o; 
agents fur the payment of pensions, accompanied by a copy of 
the report made to the Senate on the same subject. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, laid on the table. 

MAINE BOUNDARY. 

The Message of the President of the United States in relation 
to the Northeastern Boundary line of the United States, and the 
bill proposed by Mr. EVANS, for running and marking the 
same, being the first thing in order, 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, who was entived to the floor, addressed the 
House for the residue of the hour, la reply to Mr. Evans. 

After Mr. F. had concluded, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG obtained the floor, and said he did n 
mean to make a speech, but, for ence, to usurp the privilege 
of his friend from New Hampshire, and make an appeal to the 
House to take the question. The proposition was a very sin.- 
ple one, viz: to refer the President's Message with tustructions 
to report a bill, and he considered the discussion very prema- 
ture. Moreover, it was the only question which Was arresting 
the progress of the public business; and he, therefore, moved 
the previous question. 

Tie CHAIR stated that, after the most mature deliberation, 
he had come to the conclusion that the main quesuon would be 
on ordering the bill to be engrossed 

Mr. CAMBRELENG modified his motion by moving the 
postponement of the subject fr a month, though he was willing 
tv assent to any motion ¢> ¢cremit the bill, tor he thought 
should be acted on; but he cou! 1 not consent to have all the 
business of the country set aside J >r this one bill. 

After some conversation betweer the CHAIR and Messrs 
CAMBRELENG, EVANS, and LIN& OLN, the bill, by genera 
consent, was committed to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and the question recurring 01 committins the Message, and or- 
dering 2,000 extra copies to be printed— 

Mr. CAMBRELENG inoved the previous ( uestion thereon; 
but on taking the vote by tellers, no quorum: appeared to be 
present, being ayes 45, noes 56. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then said as it was not pre Lable a quo 
rum could be got together to-night, and asthe Cuair stated 
that the motion for the previous question would ¢ 9: ¢ up in 
the morning, he moved an adjournment; which prevailed, 
and se 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuorspay, March 8, 183s. 

Mr. McKEAN presented resolutions pasged by the Legis!a- 

ture of Pennsylvania, as follows: 
* “Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in General Assem!ly 
met, That, in the opinion of this Legislature, the contemplated 
National Armory ought to be established either on the waters o! 
the Big Beaver river, in the county of Beaver, or at, or nea), 
the city of Pittsburg, in the county of Alleghany.” 

‘Resolved, That should the United States select the wat. rs of 
the said river for the establishment of their Aimory, then there 
is hereby grante| to the United States the privilege of using the 
surplus waters of dam number five, at the west side of said dam, 
provided the same can be done without injury to the canal 
navigation.” 

“Resolved, That the Governor be requested to communicate 
the foregoing resolutions to our Senators and Representatives 
in Congress.’’ 

Signed by the Speakers of both Houses and approved by the 
Governor. 

The Committee on Military Affairs having already reported 
on the subject, the resolutions were read and laid on the table 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of the representatives 
of Margaret Thompson, praying confirmation of title to a tract 
of land: referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Maine, 1 number twenty-six, praying for the abolition of sla- 
very in the Districtof Columbia, and that the slave trade be- 
tween the Siates may be abolished. The petitioners state that 
it is their intention to petition Congress on these subjects year- 
ly ull they accomplish their object. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, the motion to receive this peti- 
tion was laid on the table. 

Mr. MORRIS presented three petitions from Ohio on the 
same subject, and the motion to receive them was also laid on 
the table. 

Mr. MORRIS presented the resolutions of the Legislature of 
Ohio in opposition to the annexation of Texas to the Union 
read, ordered to be printed, and Jaid on the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the committee of conference, ap 
pointed yesterday by the Senate, on the disagreeing vote of 
the two Houses on the Senate’s third amendment to the Neu- 
trality bill, reported that the joint committees had agreed to re- 
commend for the adoption of their respective Houses the 
amendment proposed by the Senate to the second section of tl 
bill, with the following amendment, to wit: insert after the 
word “whatsoever’’ the following words: “or with any other 
trade,” so as tu make the proviso read as follows: “Provided, 
That nothing in this act contained shall be construed to extend 
to, or interfere with, any trade in arms or munitions of war, 
conducted in vessels by sea, with any foieign port or place 
whatsoever, or with any other trade which might have been 
lawfully carried on before the passage of this act under the 
law of nations, and the provisions of the act hereby amended.” 

The amendment was agreed to, and the bill thus amended sent 
to the other House. 

Mr. KING presented aenneee from Mobile, with certi 
fied copies of the costs incurred in the renewal of duty bonds 
at that port ; which were referred to the Committee on Finance, 
who were charged with the consideration of the subject by a 
resolution adopted on motion ef Mr. K. the other day. 

Mr. DAVIS submitted a resolution calling for all the papers 
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on file in the public offices relative to light houses, ete. which 
was adopted. } ; 7 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolution: 


Resoived, That the Secretary of State be directed to commu- 
nicats to the Senate all the Injormation and correspondence in 
his office relative to the project of publishing a documentary 
story of the American Revolution, with a statement of ail 
appropriaions and expenditures for that work, and an estimate 
ofall turther appropriations to be required therefor to supply 
the 2ist and 22d Cougresses, and also to supply the new mem- 
vers of the 234, 24th, and 25th Congresses. ‘ 

Mr. BENTON said his object in making the preposed in- 
quiry was occasioned by a letter found that morning on his desk 

irom the Secretary of State, informing him that the first volume 
of the fourth series of the documentary history of the American 
Revolution, published under the act of Congress of 1833, had 
heen forwarded, and requesting an acknowledgment of its re- 
ceipt. Mr. B. said it was well known that he had, on former 
occasions, Mace the most strenuous exertions to stop appropria- 
tions for works that appeared to have no limit, and for which a 
former Secretary of the Senate had considered himself enutied 
to thanks for reducing some four or five hundred thousand do! 
lars less than was originally contemplated by the paruies. He 
thought the whole matter had long since been done wiih, and 
the appropriations stopped. His memory, however, it ap- 
peared, had deceived bum. Who could say where this expen- 
diture was to stop? Mightnot the new members of aii succeeid- 
ing Congresses demand their books of the same kind?) Mr. B 
denounced the whole proceeding as the most extraordinary 
piece of extravagance that was ever imposed on the Govern- 
ment orthe people. ‘The original proposition had been pusher! 
through no one knew how; and it was,upon the whole, one of the 
most wasteful pieces ofextravagance that ever came within his 
knowledg }; notwithstanding which, it appeared still to be going 
on, and the object he had in view was to place all the necessary 
information betore the Senate, in order thata check should be 
put to such proceedings. Mr. B. said he had always been op- 
posed to purchasing hooks for the use of members, and the 
course he snuuid feel bound to pursue would be to send back 
the volume to the source from whence it was derived 

Mr. CALHOUN said he had a very general and indistinct re- 
collection of what had occurred heretofore on this subject. 
He remembered that his impressions were decidedly against 
the whole affair, andhe thought that no appropriation was 
made. All he had now to say, was that he had received a letter 
similar to that received by the Senator from Missouri, and that, 
with his impressions, he could not receive the work, but would 
be compelled to return it. 

Mr. KING said that this was a case which had occupied the 
attention of the Senate several yearsago. It was certainly a 
very extraordinary arrangement of the Secretary of State, under 
which thie work was first commenced, and it turned out that 

this contract would involve an expense that no man could esti- 
mate. Millions might be expended under it before they could 
see the endofit. ‘The Senate took the matter up, and referred 
it toa committee, who reported on it. It was then proposed 
that the contract should undergo a revision by the Secretary of 
State, for the purpose of receiving proposals from the contrac- 
tors to bring the contract within some reasonable bounds. A 
proposition was accordingiy made by them, and afier it a law 
was passed to anthorize the continuation of the work to a cer- 
tain extent. 

(Mr. K. here read the law, and explained the terms on whic! 
the work was allowed to be printed. } 

Mr. K. said that though he was of opinion that this contract 
was a most improper one in the beginning, and was made with 
an intention to deceive, and though he and some of his friends 
did all that they could to stop it, yet, as Congress had taken the 
matter up and passed this law, they were obliged to go on with 
it, unless some mode could be devised of getting rid of it with- 
out injury to the individuals. Let us (said he) pay these men 
liberally for what they have done, and stop the expenditure 
which they could not tell how far it would extend. Let us, 
(said he,) instead of buying these expensive works for ourselves 
out of the money of the people, buy them, if we must have 
them, Out of our own money. Mr. K. said he was opposed 
now, a8 he had always been, to the purchasing of books to be 
given out to members of Congress, though he did not think the 
measure now proposed was the right way to stop it. 

Mr. DAVIS would not undertake to pronounce upon the me- 
rits of the present volume, because he did not know of what it 
consisted; but he happened to see some of the sheets of the 
other volumes, and as a work of decumentary history, he would 
say itwas invaluable, and was a work that could not have 
reached the public under any other agency than that of the Ge- 
vernment. From his knowledge of the Senator from Missouri, 
he should consider him deeply interested in the events treated 
olin these books. He did not know what the original proceed- 
logs were; he spoke only of the excellence of the work. 

Mr. BENTON caid that he did not know how he contd arrest 
the distribution of this work, tillhe could get the information 
toenable the Senate to act. His present application was foi 
luformation, and on that information, the Senate would know 
Whattodo. As to himself, his course would be to seud back 
the book to the Secretary of State: 

Mr. B. then, at the suggestion of a gentlenian near him, [| Mr. 
Kina,] modified his resolution, so as to require the Seere tary 
to stop the distribution of the work until the information was 
turnished and acted on. 

The resolution thus modified, was adopted. 

Mr. SWIFT submited a resolution directing the Commitee 
on Manufactures to inquire into the expediency of revealing 
the duty en planks, boards, and scantlings, which was adopied: 

Mr. KING submitted the foljowing resolution; which was 
considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to lay be- 
fore the Senate, so much of the correspondence between the Go- 
vernor of Alabama and said Department, in March and April, 
1836, including letters or extracts from them, as had reference 
to the probable danger of hostilities from a portion of the 
Creek tribe of Indians. 

Mr. WALL submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es’a- 
biishing a mail route from New Brunswick to Flemington, via 

Milestone, in New Jersey. 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Pensions, reported 
Without amendment, the bill from the House, making appro- 
Priations for the payment of the Revolutionary and other pen- 
sioners of the United State, for the year 1838, 

















_Also, without amendment, the bill to provide for persons, 
disabled by kKnown.wounds, received in the Revolutionary war. 

The bill from the House to continue in foree the act therein 
mentioned, relating to the port of Baltimore, was read twice, 
and referred, 

The amendment of the House to the Senate's bill to change 
the times of holding the courts of the United Siates for the 7th 
circuit, was considered, and concurred in 

The Senatethen took up the Independent Treasury bill, a 
the special order; when, : 

Mr. PRESTON, by consent of the Senate, withdrew that 
part of his amendment, which committe! the selection of the 
twenty-five deposite banks to the Legislatures of the States 

The guestion being taken on the amendment thus modified, 
it was rejected—yeas 19, nays 32, as tollows 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, Crivenden, 
Davis, Knight, Merrick, Nicholas, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Robbins, Sunith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Swit, Tall 
nadge. Tipton, Webster, and White— 19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay of Alabama, Clayton, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hub 
bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, MeKean, Morris, Mouton, 
Niles, vell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Strange, Troiter, Walker, Wall, Wiliams, Wright 
and Young—32 

Mr. BAYARD then, who was entitled to the floor, addressed 
the Senate in aspeech of great length, in opposition to the bill, 
and at near six o’clock, without having concluded, gave way to 
adjourn. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, 

The Senate adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, March 9, 83s 

Mr. BRIGGS asked leave of the House to take up and con- 
sider the amendment submitted by him yesterday to the six‘y 
thir! rale of the House, as printed inthe Globe of last evenmy, 
but the motion to suspend the rules for that purpose did not pre 
vail, only SL voting in the affirmative. 

Roports trom commitiees were called for. 

CLAINS. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio reported a bill for the relief of 


Josias Thomag. 
COMMERCE. 

Mr. PHILLIPS reported a resolution calling upon the Secre- 
tary of War fore copy of the report and survey of the harbor 
at Lynn, Massachusetts, recently completed under the direction 
of the War Department; which was concurred in. 

PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. CASEY reported Senate bili, without amendment, to 
establish two additional land offices in that partof Wiecorsin 
Territory, lying west of the river Mississippi. 

Mr. YELL reported Senate bill, with an amendment, grant- 
ing the right of pre-emption to the county of Kalamazoo, in 
State Of Michigan, to a@ section of land, and for other pur 

1wose@ 

Mr. Y. also reported a bill for the relief of William Mareuy 
of Arkansas. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. JENIFER reported a bill making appropriat on for the 

supportof the Penitentiary of the Distriet of Columbia 
JUDICIARY 

Mr. THOMAS reported Senate bill, without amendinernt, for 
the relief of William H. Robertson, Samuel H. Garrow, and J 
W. Simonton. 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

Mr. CHEATHAM reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Joseph Nibert, deceased. 

Mr. CALNOON of Massachusetts reported a bill for the re- 
lief of Joseph Pierce and others. 

{EVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 

Mr. CRAIG reported Senate bill, with an amendment, for the 
reliefot Join Spittathom, 

Mr. CHAMBERS asked leave to offer a resolution changing 
the daily hour of meeting to 11 o’clock, a. m. an! calied for the 
yeas and nays on the moion tosuspend the rule forthe purpose; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 59, nays 9 

So the House wafused to suspend the rule. 

MILITARY AFFAIRS. 

On motion of Mr. McK AY the Committee on Military Atfairs 
was discharged trom the further consideration ofan Executive 
Message. and sundry memorials on the subject of a National 
Foundry, and the same were referred to the select commi.tee 
raised Lhercon. 









NEUTRAL LAWS. 

Mr. HOWARD moved that the House take up the report of 
the Committee of Conference, on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses in relation to one of the amendments to the bill 
ameidatory of our veutral lawe; which was agreed to. 

Mr. H. explained the object of the amendment, (which is 
given in the Senate proceedings,) and stated that the conferees 
o| boih Houses were unanimous, and the Senate had airendy 
concurred in its part, and, after some further discussion between 
Messrs. HOWARD, FILLMORE, CUSHING, TILLING. 
HAST, ADAMS, HOLSEY and CORWIN, 

Mr. HAY NBs said, 1f he was capable of understanding the 
import of plain language, and, without pretending to scholar- 
ship, he had endeavored to understand his own janguage, there 
could be no doubtor ambiguity in the report of the Commitee 
of Conference. It was true that there was some ci cuity, 
some circumlocution, in the phraseology of the report, but he 
would not quarrel about words and phrases with any gentle 
man who might, through the channel not most acceptable to 
himself, arrive at his own conclusion. The amendment 
proposed authorizes such trade by sea as is authorized by the 
law of vations aud existing treaties, and goes on to give permis- 
sion for carrying on all other trade equally authorized by ex- 
isting treailes or the laws of nations. Certainly the 
trade by land wage embraced by the broad terms “al! 
other trale,”’ as contained in the amendment reported 
and recommended to our concurrence by the Committee of Con- 














ference. Wehad heard much about the neutral right to trade in 
articles contraband of war. That point was not necessarily in- 
volvedin the question now under consideration, but he begged 


leave to say, that euch right stood, by the principles of national 
law, upon a very different foundation from that upon which 
gentlemen had attempted to place it. Sir, it was nothing more 
nor less than permission to the citizens or subjects of a neutral 
na.ion to run the gauntlet with contraband articles, subject to 
capture by the antagonist belligerant as lawfu} peize. The 
whole extent of the right contended foy iz, that the at- 











tempt of a citizen or subject of a neutral power to em 
on contraband trade, shall net be cause of wai 

the nation to which he belongs In fact, the alleged 
neutral right to trade in contraband stood upon 
footing than the risht to smuggcle The 
the gauntlet in his attempt to violate the comn 
of another country, subjecting his common ite 
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to be inade law 
ful prize, ifcaptured; and the nation to which he belor ! 
not be considered as furnishing lawful cause of ! 
iiegal traffic of its citizen or subject Tie righe 1s 
tional in any aspectin either care, except a0 fer, that netle 
the attempt ofa neutral citizen or subject to carry on contra 
band trade witha belligerant, nor in any case au attempt to 
smuggle, shall be lawful cause of war against | Hato 


whose citizen or subject should engage in ether of ’ 
Mr. FILLMORE called for the yeas and gove, which wer 
ordered. 
Mr. MeKIM then moved the previous question on eoucurri 
inthe report of the Commitice of Conterees, which was > 


conded—ayes 78, noes 44, and the main question was orderes! 
withouta count 
The question was then taken, and decided in the alli, i 


yeas 105, nays 51. 

So the report of the Committee of Conference was concurred 
in by the House, and the bill, therefore, finally passed, the 
House having been already notified that the Senate bad « 
curred. 

The House then paased to the 

PRIVATE ORDERS 

The firat question in order was the motion made on a formes 
day, by Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina, to reconsider the 
“bill for the reliefof the heirs of Robert Puls * 

After a few remarks by Mr. THOMPSON of South Caroli 
na, MeCLELLAN of New York, RANDOLPH, WHITTLI 
SEY of Onio, CRAIG, WHITTLESEY of Connecticut, ond 
CHAMBERS, 

Mr CUSHMAN called for the yeas and nays on the qu 
of reconsideration, which were ordered; 
qtestion, 

On motion of Mr, DUNCAN, 

The House adjourned. 


but, WHiOUt faktit t 





IN SENATE, 
Fripay, Mareh 9, [83S 

Mr BUCHANAN presentod fourteen memeartials, signed by a 
very large number of the ciuzens of the city and county « 
Philadelphia, requesting Cengress to establish a Dry Dock 
the Navy Yard at Philadelphia; and also a communication © 
the same subject from Commodore Stewart and Captain Heny 
of the Navy. 

Mr. B. said that the character of the Commodore, ava birey 
and skilful officer, was known to the whole country; but itt 
not be so well known, that he was pecvtiarly disUngue hed 
for that strong, practical, common sense, without whieh no men 
was fit for the important business of publte life, and for cv 
ability and skill with which he applied this talent to every sulye 
connected with hisprofession. lt was this circumetance whi 
gave great value to his recommendations; and the paper) 
presented on its face, abundant evidence that he had formes 
a Correct estimate ofthe Commodore's character. fit shoul 
produce the same impression upon other Senators which it ha 
done on himeelf, the object of the memorialists could not fail to 
be accomplished. It established the necessity, in time of war, 
considering our extended maritime frontier, of having at lea 
six or eight dry docks, in order to render obroavy efficient and 
secure, instead of the two which already existed at Charlestown 
in Massachusetts, and Gosport, in Virginia. Tt demonstrated 
the great superiority of what was called the lock doek, over 
simple or single dry dock, such as the two already estallie! 
and thatthe navy yard at Philacelphia waspecutiarty calc 
ted to introduce this improvement, on account of the abund 
supply of water, from a sufficient elevation, which cou'd be 
tained by means of the Schuy!Fill water worke; that whilet the 
position of this navy yard was enflicteutly remote from 
ocean to render vessels perfectly secure from hostile attack, it 
wis saflicientiv near, by the use of steam tow-hoata, for every 
practical purpose; and that another great advantage would be, 
that vessels lying there in ordinary would be flee from: the cor 
roding effects of sea water on the copper of thetr bottoms, aged 
from harnacles and other substances which adhered to them, 
and did them great injury. A very streng case was mentfoned 
to provethis position. It had bees necessary to send the Ohio, 
which had lain in ordinary for some time at the wavy yard tn 
Néw York, round to Charlestown, “to be docked and newly 
coppered, it having been found that the salines of the water liad 
literally eaten the copper of her hottem.”’ 

He moved that the memorials, together with the accompany 
ing communication, be referred to the Committee on Naval 
Ailuirs, and that the communication be printed; which was or 
dered accordingly. 

Mr. WILLIAMS prerented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Rockingham, Windham county, Vermont, praying Congress 
to pass a law to suppress duelling: read, laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed, , 

Mr. McKEAN presented the petition ef Ano, widow ¢ 
George Wunder of Philadelphia, praying that the pension al 
lowed to het late hueband may be continued to her: referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Joho M. Jacoek 
praying for arrears o; salary as inspector of the Customs: 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which had been referred a resolution of the Fenate on the any 
ject, reported a bill to reorganize the district Courts of the 
United States in the State of Mississippi; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the Senate went into the con 
sideration of Executive business, and after spending a short 
time therein, the doors were opened, when : 

The following resolution, submitted some days since by Mi 
WRIGHT, was taken up, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretaries of State, of the Treasury, of 
War, of the Navy, the Postmaster General, and the Attorney 
General, be severally requested to report to the Senate — 

1. The number of clerks employed in their respectiv’, Depart. 
menta, and in the several bureaus connected with, ¢ actachert 
thereto, designating the number of clerks in €geh Departraent 
and bureau.! 

2. The various ratea of compensation pan to clerke, and the 
number of clerks in each Departngus aud bureau, at each given 
rate of compensauon. 























3. The classification of the clerks as nearly as they may be 
able, in referewce to the character of the labor to be performed, 
the care and responsibility imposed, the qualifications required, 
andthe relative value to the public of the services of each 
class as compared with othera; and especially whether, as the 
clerks are now paid, there be inequalities of compensation 
among clerks performing the same class of duties; and 
whether there be now Classes of clerks receiving different rates 
of compensation where the duties performed are substantially 
equal im all the considerations which should govern the com- 
pensation 

4. Such changes and improvements in the clagsification of the 
clerks in the respective departments and bureaus, in reference 
lo compeneration, as justice to the clerks and the interests of the 
public serviee, may seem to them torequire 

Resolved, Thatthe headsof the several departments above 
named, be requested to consult together, to compare the duties 
and rates of compensation of the clerks employed in each, and 
in the Duveaus connected with or attached to each, with the 
others, and to make their suggestions and recommendations 
under the fourth sub-division of the preceding resoluuion, so 
far as they may be able, such as will seeure a just equality of 
compensation, compared with the services required, not only 
among the clerks in each Department, and the bureaus thereof, 
but among the clerks in all the Departments‘andall the bureaus. 

On motion of Mr, WRIGHT, the bill from the House, making 
appropriations for the payment of the Revolutionary and other 
peasioners of the United States, was taken up, and read the 

rd time, and passed, 

Phe report of the Committee on Claima, unfavorable to the 
petition of the legal representatives of George D. Mitchell, was 

vadered, and coneurred in 

Che resolution submitted the other day by Mr. NILES, cal 
ling for any correspondence that may have taken place between 
the Treasury and Post Office Departments, and the Bank of the 
Metropolis, was taken up; and after being amended on motion 
of Mr. TALLMADGE, was agreed to. 

Mr. RIVES presented certain resolutions, signed by T. Smith, 
Chairman, aol Wm. B. Benedict, Secretary, (of what meeting 
is not stated,) in favor of the passege of a law to suppress duel 
ling: laid on the table, and jaknal to be printed 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the Independent 
Treasury bill; when 

Mr. BAYARD, who had the floor, concluded his speech in 
opposition to the measure. 

Mr.MORRIS then addressed the Senate at length,and in a most 
powerlul and eloquent argument, supported the principal fea 
tures of the bill, and showed to what part of it he ebjected; af 
ter which, 

On motion ef Mr. CALHOUN 

The Senate adjourned 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Savurpay, March 10, 1838. 
Reports from committees were called for. 
REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 

Mr. MORGAN reported a bill for the relief of 
Jaecb Ball. 

PATENTS. 

Mr. FLETCHER of Vermont, reported a bill 
for the relief of John Blanc. 

Also, a bill to renew the patent right of William 
Perkins. 

Also, a bill, for the relief of Stephen S. W. 
Douglas. 

JUDICIARY. 

Mr. MARTIN reported Senate bill, with an 
amendment, to change the times of holding the 
circuit courts of the United States in the 9th cir- 
cuit; which, afier a few words of explanation 
from Mr. M. was concurred in. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading; read 
a third time and passed. 


MILITARY AFFAIRS. 

Mr. COLES made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of Jacob Brown. 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, the 
House went into Committee of the Whole on the 
state ot the Union, Mr. McKay inthe chair, on the 
bill to restore certain jurisdiction to the District 
Courts of the western district of Virginia. 

Mr. GARLAND brietly explained the pbjects of 
the bill, and the necessity of its immediate passage 
so as to transfer the causes in time for the supreme 
terms. 

Mr. BEIRNE opposed the bill, which, he con- 
tended, had not beea called for by the people of West- 
ern Virginia, and could only benefit the members 
of the bar. The people had not asked for the re- 
peal of the bill of last Congress, and he hoped it 
would at least have a fair trial, for which there had 
not been, as yet, sufficient time. Mr. B. moved to 
strike out the first section of the bill. 

Mr. GARLAND rejoined, and said the people 
of all Western Virginia were greatly inconveni- 
enced by the law of the last session; a law which 
had been passed for the benefit of the lawyers, and 
to conceniraie all the business at Louisburg. As 
2 proof that the people were in favor of the repeal 
of that law, he mentioned the fact that every mem- 
ber from Western Virginia was its advocate, except 
his honorable colleague who had just sat down, and 
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he was traly representing the interests of his dis- 
trict, in which Louisburg was comprised. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia went into a detailed 
statement of the inconveniencies arising out of the 
passage of the former law, and was followed on the 
same side by 

Mr. CRAIG, who gave notice of some amend- 
ment he intended to move to the bill, to provide for 


_ some particular cases, as was understood, not em- 


braced in the old act proposed to be restored by the 
repeal of the last. 

Mr. HOPKINS described the effect of the last 
bill, which was to concentrate all the business of 
Wesiern Virginia at Louisburg, and stated that, in 
the district he had the honor to represent, he did not 
believe there was a solitary individual who did not 
desire its repeal]. 

Mr. H. added that he had no desire to take from 
Louisburg the courts originally held there under 
the original law, nor did the bill contemplate their 
abolition, or the slightest interference with them, 
other than that of restoring them to their original 
condition and jurisdiction. 

The same concurrence in the present bill was 
expressed by Mr. Moracan and Mr. Stewart, and 
afier some remarks in reply by Mr. Beirne on 
taking the question, the ayes were 11, noes 50; no 
quorum. The committee rose, and reported that 
fact to the House. 

Mr. CUSHMAN moveda call of the House, 
which was ordered, and proceeded in for some 
time; when, 

On motion of Mr. DAVEE, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Satcrpay, March 10, 1838. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from the 
commissioners of the Girard estate, on behalf of 
the city of Philadelphia, setting forth that the city 
of Philadelphia, under the will of the late Stephen 
Girard, is the owner of a large tract of land in 
the State of Louisiana, held under the Spanish 
grant, and praying Congress to pass an act au- 


thorizing the ascertainment of the validity of the 
title as against the United States, by proeeding in 
such court as Congress may select: referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of E. 
Littel, a citizen of Philadelphia, on the subject of 


the currency. The petitioner, Mr. B. said, recom- 
mended an increase of the present capital of the 
the Philadelphia Bank of the United States thirty- 
five millions, making it seventy millions. He re- 
commended that this increase be furnished by the 
several States, in proportion to their representation 
in Congress; the United States to draw drafts on 
the same, in sums of from five dollars up to $1,000, 
endorsed by the several States, to become the cir- 
culation of the country; that after the expiration 
of the charters of the present banks, that the capi- 
tal of the bank of the United States shall be in- 
creased to one hundred and fifty millions; and after- 
wards an increase of two percent. yearly. The 
memorial, Mr. B. said, was ably and ingeniously 
diawn up, but he confessed, that it had failed to 
produce conviction in his mind; but, as he thought it 
fair the petitioner should have an opportunity of 
conveying his sentiments to the public, he would 
move that it be referred to the Committee on 
Finance, and printed. 

Mr. KING presented several certified statements 
of costs, incurred by certain merchants of Mobile, 
in the renewal of duty bonds; which were referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WALKER presented two memorials from 
the Legislature of Mississippi, one praying for the 
establishment of a new post route, the other for 
the passage of a law, granting pre-emptions to the 
settlers on the Choctaw purchase, both of which 
were appropriately referred. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, made an adverse report on the petition of 
Nancy Collins. 

Mr. KING, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of the heirs of John Brahan; which was twice 
read.and referred. 

he following bills were severally read the se- 


cond time ani considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to a third reading: 

The bill for the relief of Isaac Bronson. 

The bill for the relief of William Jones. 

The bill from the House for the relief of Be 
min H. Mackall. 

The bill for the relief of Irvine Shubrick. 

The bill for the relief of James Baker. 

The bill to establish an additional Land District 
in Alabama. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of David Cala. 
well, deceased 

The bill to authorize the Secretary of the Navy 
to purchase a tract of land adjoining the Navy Yard 
at Boston. 

The bill for the relief of Archibald Sneed. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Daniel Duvall. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Brooks. 

- The bill for the relief of Walter Loomis and Abe! 
ay. 

The bill to grant to States and incorporated 
companies, engaged in the construction of roads 
and canals, the right of way through the public 
lands. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Adams, was indefinitely postponed. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of the 
Independent Treasury bill as the special order, and, 
after a debate in which Messrs. CALHOUN, 
CLAY, and PRESTON took part, 

The Senate adjourned. 


Nja- 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, March 12, 1838. 

Petitions and memorials were called for, under 
the rule, in the order of States and Territories, 
commencing at the point left off on Monday, as 
follows : 

VIRGINIA. 

BY Messrs. MERCER, HOPKINS, and MOR- 
GAN. 

MARYLAND. 

Messrs. McKIM, THOMAS, JENIFER, and 
HOWARD, of Maryland. 

{Mr. McKim presented the following, viz: A re- 
solution of the Mayor and City Council of Balti- 
more, praying that an appropriation be made for 
the building of a small pox hospital, or other con- 
tagious disorders, at the Lazaretto, near Baltimore. 
Memorial of the Board of Trade of the city of Bal- 
timore, praying relief for spoliations committed on 
the commerce of the United States prior to the year 
1800. The memorial of John C. Ely, praying com- 
pensation for having raised a vessel sunk in the 
ship channel to the port of Baltimore. The memorial 
ofa number of merchants, praying that J.C. Ely may 
be compensated for having raised a sunken vessel. 
The petition of Martha Lamore, praying for a pen- 
sion in consequence of her father being a soldier of 
the Revolution, and killed in war with the Indians 
in 1791. The memorial of Thomas B. Dorsey 
and others, recommending to the consideration of 
Congress a location at the village of Ilchester, on 
the Falls of the Patapsco, for a national foundry.} 

DELAWARE. 

Mr. MILLIGAN. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Messrs. MATTHIAS MORRIS, TOLAND, 
HENRY, McKENNAN, PAYNTER, PLUMER, 
POTTER, HAMMOND, BEATTY, WAGE- 
NER, SERGEANT, OGLE, HUBLEY, KLIN- 
GENSMITH, SHEFFER, S. W. MORRIS, and 
BIDDLE. 

[Mr. S. W. Morris presented the petition of 
Samuel Tubbs and others, sufferers at Wyoming. 
Also, a document relative to the claim of Ethan 
Eddy. Also, a petition from citizens of McKean 
county, for a post road from Sweden to Harrison 
Valley post office, in said county.] 

(Mr. M. Morris presented four petitions from citi- 
zens of Bucks county, Pennsylvania, remonstrating 
against the annexation of Texas to the United States; 
one signed by 32, another by 33, another by 42, and 
another by 45 persons. Also, the petition of 50 in- 
habitants of the same county, asking that the reso- 
lution of the House of Representatives of the 21st 
of December, 1837, directing that all papers relating 








to slavery shall be laid upon the table without read- 
ing, be immediately rescinded.) _ . 

{[Mr. Beatty presented a petition from the citi- 
zens of Armstrong country, for the improvement of 
the Alleghany river forsteamboat navigation. Also, 
one from the citizens of Armstrong county, praying 
for the establishing of a road therein mentioned. 
Also, the petition of a number of citizens of Butler 
county, remonstrating against the annexation of 
Texas. ] at 

{Mr. SHerrer presented the petition and docu- 
ments of John McCarty, a soldier of the late war, 
praying fora pension: moved that the same be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. } 

(Mr. Prumer presented two petitions for an 
appropriation to improve the Alleghany river from 
Pittsburg to Olean: referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. Also, a petition for an appro- 
priation to contruct a harbor at Milwaukee, in the 
Territory of Wisconsin. referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. Also, two petitions numerously 
signed by citizens of the State of Pennsylvania, re- 
monstrating against the erection of a marine hos- 
pital at Cleveland, and setting forth that the medi- 
cal board, appointed to make examination on the 
southern shore of Lake Erie, with a view of se- 
lecting the most suitable site for the erection of a 
marine hospital, had limited their examination to 
one or two places, and that they had entirely over- 
looked the town of Erie, one of the most important 
points on the Lake, situated on one of the best har- 
bors, and the only place where a fleet could be 
safely built, or a naval depot established, and ask 
that anew board might be appointed to make a 
more impartial examination: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. } 

{Mr. Henry presented the petition of the heirs 
of Robert Vance, deceased, who served asa cap- 
tain in the Virginia line, in the Revolutionary war, 
form 1776 to the end of the war, praying for com- 
mutation pay and interest on the same, to which 
their father was entitled, under the resolutions of 
Congress on that subject: referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. Also, petition of a 
number of the citizens of Mercer county, Pennsy!- 
vania, for a post route from New Castle, through 
New Castle, through Pulaski, &c. to Meadeville, 
in Crawford county: referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. Also, the petition 
of a number of the citizens of Beaver and Mercer, 
counties, praying for a stage coach mail route 
twice a week from New Lisbon, Ohio, to Fairfield, 
Unity, Petersburg, and Mount Jackson, to New 
Castle: referred to same committee. Also, the 
petition of a number of the citizens of Portage and 
Cuyahoga counties, praying for the repeal of part 
of section No. 11 of the law, regulating the post 
office establishment, that makes it the duty of the 
postmasters to deliver letters and papersevery day of 
the week: referred to same committee. Mr. H. also, 
presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania, instructing their Senators, and re- 
questing their Representatives in Congress to vote 
and use their influence for the postponement of the 
Sub-Treasury bill, or any other acts of a similar 
character; and also, resolutions accompanying the 
same, passed by the Senate of Pennsylvania, on 
the same subject. On motion, referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the State of the Union, to 
which the same subject is referred, and that they be 


referred. ]} 
NEW JERSEY. 
Messrs. HALSTEAD, RANDOLPH, YORKE, 
and AYCRIGG. 


NEW YORK. 

Messrs. CAMBRELENG, BRONSON, PECK, 
CLARK, BIRDSALL, DE GRAFF, GALLUP, 
GRAY, RUSSELL, GRANT, SIBLEY, HOFF- 
MAM, CURTIS, MARVIN, FILLMORE, 
MITCHELL, McCLELLAN, MOORE, PAR- 
KER, VANDERVEER, ANDREWS, KEMBLE, 
JONES, PRATT, TAYLOR, TITUS, LOOMIS, 
BRODHEAD, EDWARDS, JACKSON, PAL- 
MER, SPENCER, and PATTERSON. 

(Mr. Bronson presented the following, viz: joint 
resolutions of the Legislature of the State of New 
York, in relation to the survey of the northern and 
western lakes and rivers, and the improvement of the 
harbors thereon. Resolutions of the Assembly of the 
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State of New, against the Independent Treasury Bill. 
Resolutions of the New York State Agricultural 
Convention, in relation to the introduction of fo- 
reign seeds and plants. Petition of seventy-six citi- 
zens of Jefferson county, New York, in favor of 
the construction of the Niagara ship canal. Peti- 
tion of fifty-five inhabitants of New Haven, 
Oswego county, New York, in favor of repairing 
and rebuilding the military positions at Oswego, 
New York. Petition of William Tryon of Sackets 
Harbor, New York, for compensation for property 
lost in 1814, by reason of the occupation of his pre- 
mises by the United States troops. } 

{[Mr. Decrarr presented the petition for a mail 
route from the city of Schenectady to Braman’s 
Corners, in Duanesburg. Resolutions from the 
popular branch of the Legislature of New York 
against separating the Government from the banks. | 

(Mr. CamBre_enc presented the memorial ot 
one hundred and eight citizens of the village of Os- 
wego, in the State of New York, praying an inqui- 
ry into the expediency of repairing and arming the 
military positions at Oswego. ] 

{[Mr. Spencer presented the memorial of thirty- 
nine inhabitants of the county of Oswego, New 
York, praying that the military positions at Oswego 
village be repaired and armed. ] 

{Mr. Parker presented the petition of Platt Pel- 
ton and 47 other citizens of Sullivan county, New 
York, praying for the expulsion of those members 
of the House of Representatives connected with the 
duel that caused the death of the Hon. Jonatnan 
Cilley: referred to the- Select Committee on that 
subject. ] 

{1. Mr. Russet presented the petition of Mons 
Robertson and 95 other electors of the county of 
Washington and State of New York, praying a 
revision of the laws of the United States, regula- 
ting the naturalization of foreigners. 

2. Also, certain memorials and resolutions of 
the house of Asseinbly of the State of New York, 
prohibiting against the passage of the bill now 
pending before Congress to impose additional du- 
ties, as depositaries, upon certain public officers to 
appoint receivers general of the public money, 
and to regulate the safe-keeping, transfer, and dis- 
bursement of the public moneys of the United 
States; which, on motion of Mr. Russk.t, were re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, to which the said bill had been re- 
ferred. 

3. Also, the concurrent resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of the State of New York, asking for the 
enactment of a law at the present session of Con- 
gress, directing a survey of the waters of the north- 
ern and western lakes, and for the improvement 
of the harbors on said lakes, and for making a 
chart of said lakes, so as render safe and comme- 
dious the extensive and rapidly increasing com- 
merce thereon; which, on motion of Mr. Russe.t, 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

4. Also, the petition of Isaac W. Thompson and 
other citizens of the county of Washington, and 
State of New York, praying the establishment of 
a new mail route from Granville to Whitehall, in 
the county of Washington. 

5. Also, the petition of Andrew Martin and 61 
other citizens of the said county and State, praying 
the House of Representatives of the United States 
forthwith to rescind a resolution entered on their 
journals on the 2ist of Dec. 1837, by which certain 
petitions were ordered to be laid on the table with- 
out being debated, printed, read, or referred, and 
declaring that no further action whatsoever should 
be had thereon; said resolution being in direct vio- 
lation of that provision in the Constitution of the 
United States which secures to the people the right 
of petition and the freedom of debate and the press. 

6. Also, the petition of David Gordon, and 126 
other citizens of the said county of Washington 
praying for the abolition of: slavery and the slave 
trade in the District, of Columbia and the Territo- 
ries of the United States. 

7. Also, the petition of John R. Law, Ezekiel 
Clark, and 127 other citizens of the said county of 
Washington, for the like purpose. 

8. Also, the petition of John 8. Smith, and 147 
other inhabitants of the city of Albany, in the State 
of New York, for the same purpose. 
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9. Also, the petition of Mrs. S. J. Penniman and 
170 other ladies of the said city of Albany, for the 
like purpose. 

10. Also, the remonstrance of Daniel Valentine 
and 48 other citizens of said county of Washing- 
ton, against the annexation of Texas to the United 
States. 

11. Also the remonstrance of Jehiel Dayton and 
86 other electors of the town of Granville, in said 
county of Washington, for the like purpose. 

12. Also, a like remonstrance, purporting to 
have been signed by Ruth P. Worthington and 21 
other females of the same place. 

13. Also, the remonstrance of Zachius Waldo 
and 89 other electors of said town of Granville 
“Against the admission of any new State into the 
Union whose Constitution tolerates domestic slave- 
ry; also, praying for the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia and in Florida, and so to re- 
gulate commerce between the several States as to 
prevent the traffic in slaves being carried on be- 
tween them. 

14. Also, a like remonstrance, and petition for 
the like purposes, puporting to be signed by E. 
Shumway and 9 other women of the same place. 

15. Also, the remonstrance of A. B McDowal 
and 139 other citizens of Albany aforesaid, for the 
like purpose. 

16. Also, the remonstrance of Joseph Hawley, 
John T. Law, and 228 other citizens of the town 
of Salem, in said county of Washington, against 
the admission of any new State into the Union 
whose constitution tolerates domestic slavery. 

17. Also, the remonstrance of Mrs. R. Winslow 
and 179 other ladies of the said city of Albany, 
against the admission of any new State under like 
circumstances. 

18. Also, the petition of John Moodie, Leonard 
Church, and 229 other citizens of said county of 
Washington, praying Congress so to regulate com- 
merce betiveen the several States as to prohibit the 
slave trade which is now carried on between them. 

19. Also, the petition of Mrs. M. L. De Graff 
and 170 other ladies of the said city of Albany, for 
the like object. 

20. Also, the petition of D. B. Van Schom- 
broun and 48 other citizensof Albany, for the like 
purpose. 

21. Also, the petition of James P. Miller and 96 
other citizens of the said county of Washington, 
praying a revision of the naturalization laws. 

22. Also, the remonstrance of Jesse Campbe}| 
and 291 other inhabitants of the county of Herki- 
mer, in the State of New York, against the annex- 
ation of Texas to the United States. ] 


(Mr. Grant presented the following petitions: 
The memorial of William Draper and two hun- 
dred and forty other inhabitants of the county of 
Oswego, in the State of New York, praying that 
the military positions at Oswego be repaired, and 
for the establishment of a military post at said vil- 
lage. The memorial of one hundred and sixty- 
six citizens of the county of Niagara, in said State, 
praying for the construction of a ship and steam- 
boat canal around the falls of Niagara. The pe- 
titions of eighty-four inhabitants of the counties 
of Oswego and Onondaga, praying that mail route 
No. 801, be extended from Clay, in the county of 
Onondaga, to the village of Fulton, in Oswego 
county, via Phoenix, and that a mail be carried 
upon said route three times per week. The similar 
petition of seventy-three inhabitants of said coun- 
ties for the same object. The like petition of thirty- 
one inhabitans of Oswego county, for the same ob- 
ject. The foliowing petitions, praying the esta- 
blishment of a daily mail route from Oswego vil- 
lage, to Sackets Harbor, via, Port Ontario, viz: 
The petition of twenty-five inhabitants, residing 
upon the shores of Lake Ontario. The like of 27 
inhabitants. The like of 45inhabitants. The like 
of 45 inhabitants. The petition of sixty-nine citi- 
zens of Oswego, New York, against the admission 
of Texas into the Union. The like petition of nine 
inhabitants. The petition of fifty inhabitants of 
Oswego, praying the abolition of slavery and the 
slave trade in the District of Columbia. The peti- 
tion of 49 inhabitants of Oswego, against the ad- 
mission of any new State into the Union, whose 
constitution tolerates domestic slavery. The like 
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petition of 53 inhabitants of Constantine, in said 
State, for the same object. The like of 51 inhabi- 


tants of the same town, against the admission of | 


Texas into the Union. The like of 47 inhabitants 
of same town, praying Congress so to regalate the 
commerce in slaves among the several States, that 
it may be immediately prohibited. ‘The like peti- 
tion of 34 inhabitants of said town, praying the 
House of Representatives to rescind the resolution 
adopted by them on the 2ist of December, 1837, 
respecting the petitions concerning slavery; which 
petition Mr. G. moved to refer to_a select com- 
mittee; bat it was, by order of the House, laid on 
he table. | 

{Mr. Fitimone presented a memorial in relation 
to the loss of the Caroline, at Schlosser, which he 
moved to refer to a select committee. 

Mr. Howarp moved to refer it to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs; but, upon taking the question, 
they ayes were, first, 61 to 37; and, upon a second 
count, 68 to 41—no quorum. 

Mr. Pereriken moved a call of the House, and 
asked for the yeas and nays, as he said, because 
he wanted to see where the 10 o’clock men were. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and were, 
yeas 102, nays 46. So the House determined that 
the call should be had; and, after the first name 
was called, on motion of Mr. Haynes, the further 
proceedings thereof were dispensed with. 

The question was then taken on the pending 
motion, and the memorial was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, without a division. 

Mr. F. asked leave to take up the resolution 
offered by him, some time since, on the same sub- 
ject; but it was disagreed to.] 

(Mr. McCie.uan presented the petition of Jacob 
McGinnis, praying a pension for revolutionary 
services. Also, the like petition of George Warner. 
Also, the like petition of Nicholas Warner: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions. Also, the petition of Maria Everett, widow 
of Jeremiah Everett, praying a pension: referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. Also, the 
petition of John Kline and Peter Kline, praying 
for the location of land under a land warrant, either 
in the State of*Illinois or Wisconsin Territory : 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
Also, the memorial of Cyrus Curtiss, Oliver Wis- 
wall, and others, of the city of Hudson, New York, 
remonstrating against the repeal of the duties on 
foreign tallow and olive oils: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. Also, the petition of Peter 
Vroomai, asking the redemption ol $1,400 of con- 
tinental money: referred to the Cominittee on 
Revolutionary Claims. Also, a memorial of John 
Adams, Abner Austin, Charles Sturtwart, and 
others, of Catskill, New York, remonstrating 
against the passage of an international copyright 
law: referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. | 

(Mr. Taytor presented the petition of Samnel 
Edwards, a soldier of the Revolution, for arrearage 
of pension. Also, the remonstrance of Vieat Car- 
penter and 33 other citizens of the town of De Witt, 
in the State of New York, against the annexation 
of Texas. ] 

{Mr. Anprews presented the petition of inhabit- 
ants of Steuben and Chemung counties, N. Y. fora 
mail route from Corning,Steuben county, to Head 
of Seneca Lake, Chemung county. Also, of 30 
citizens of Yates county, forthe abolition of slavery 
in the District of Columbia. ] 

{Mr. Jones of New York presented the preamble, 
resolutions, and protest of the House of Assembly 
of the State of New York, against the passage of 
the Independent Treasury bill by Congress. Also, 
concurrent resolutions of the Legislature of New 
York, in favor of appropriation by Congress for 
surveying certain western navigable lake 
vers. ] 

{Mr. Trrcs said he rose to offer some resolutions 
of the Assembly of the State of New York, which, 
having been several times presented this morning, 
he should not have again offered them, butin 


and ri- 


consequence of sone remarks that had been made | 
The resolutions were | 


by one of his colleagues. 
against the passage of the Independent Treasury 
bill; and his colleague had taken the occasion to 
say that they had passed the Assembly, which had 


been elected since the Extra session of Congress, 
by a vote of 86 to 18. 

The Sreaxer informed Mr. T. that it was not in 
order to 

Mr. T. did not intend to violate the rules; but, 
as his colleague had given his explanation as an in- 
dication of the popular will of the State in relation 
to the resolutions, he wished to dissent emphatically 
from that opinion, and assure his colleague and 
the House that the result of the elections now be- 
ing held in the State of New York, gave a certain 
indication that the Democracy of that State would 
resume its station among the Democracy of the 
Union. ] 





VERMONT. 

Messrs. FLETCHER, HALL, and ALLEN. 

{Mr. Frercuer presented the petition of J. H. 
Mills and 15 others, citizens of Lemington, Essex 
county, Vermont, to rescind Mr. Patton’s resolu- 
tion of the 21st of December last. Also, the peti- 
tion of Perry G. Hopkins, of Cabot, county of Ca- 
iedonia, State of Vermont, praying for remunera- 
tion on account of depreciation of continental mo- 
ney. Petition of Adin Bartlett, praying for increase 
of pension. Petition of Hazard Knowles, praying 
for a patent.] 

[Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of Amos B. 
Cooper and 24 others, citizens of Richmond, in the 
county of Chittenden, Vermont, praying for the re- 
scinding of the resolution of the 2lst of December 
last, against the reception of petitions on the sub- 
ject of slavery.} 

CONNECTICUT. 

Messrs. INGHAM, HALEY, and WHIT- 
TLESEY. 

|Mr. Havey presented the petition of Amy Wil- 
liams, whose father, Captain Amos Stanton, was 
slain at Fort Griswold, in Connecticut, by the 
Mritish troops under the command of the traitor 
Arnold, on the 6th of September, 1781, praying to 
be placed on the pension roli. Also, the petition 
of ninety-one persons, inhabitants of Canterbury, 
in Windham county, Connecticut, praying for the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia.]} 

[Mr. WuittLesey presented the petition of 57 
inhabitants of the town of Greenwich, Connecticut, 
praying Congress to reject all proposals for the an- 
nexation of Texasto this Union. Also, the heirsof 
the late Captain Thomas Wooster, praying for 
Captain Thomas Wooster’s half pay for seven years, 
with interest. Also, the heirs of General David 
Wooster, for seven years’ half pay.] 

RHODE ISLAND. 
Messrs. CRANSTON and TILLINGHASTY. 
MASSACIUUSETTS. 

Messrs. PHILLIPS, CUSHING, BRIGGS, 
REED, LINCOLN, CALHOON, BORDEN, 
HASTINGS and ADAMS. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE, 

Messrs. CUSHMAN, FARRINGTON, and J. 
W. WILLIAMS. 

[Mr. J. W. Wittiams of New Ilampshire, pre- 
sented a petition of the citizens of Wisconsin ‘Ter- 
ritory, and residents in the vicinity of Rock river, 
for the establishment of a mail route from Madison, 
in the ‘Territory of Wisconsin, to Dixon’s Ferry, 
in the State of linois, running on the east side of 
Rock river. A petition for a post road from East 
Stewartston, New Hampshire, through Clarksville, 
Coliege Grant, and Indiana stream. Petition of 
Joshua Bailey, for a pension for Revolutivaary 
services. Petition of John Shepard and others, for 
compensation for transporting the United States 
mail from Boston to surlington. | 

{Mr. CusmmMan moved the claims of the State 
of New Hampshire against the United States, for 
expenses incurred in maintaining the territorial 
jurisdiction of that State, be taken frem the files of 
the House, and again referred tothe Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. Also the petition of Angustus 
Bradford, who was wounded in the battle with the 
Indians at Tippecanoe in 1811, praying for arrear- 
age of pension: referred to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions. Petition of John Taylor, a Re- 
volutionary soldier, praying for an allowance of a 
pension from 1808 to 1816: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. Petition of 
James Merrill, who was engaged in the naval service 
of the United States, praying for arrearage of pen- 


sion: referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Petition of John Jenkins, praying for indemnity (or 
injuries done to his premises by the United States. 
in conseqnence of erecting a ship house at the navy 
yard, near the same. Resolutions of a large assem- 
bly of Democratic citizens of Portsmouth, N. H. 
and vicinity, relative to the melancholy death of 
the Hon. Jonaruan Cittey, late a representative 
in Congress, fromthe State of Maine: referred to 
the select committee having that subject under 
cousideation. } 

MAINE. 

Messrs. FAIRFIELD, NOYES, ANDERSON 
EVANS, and DAVEE. ; 

(Mr. Davee presented the petition of Albert 
€hurch and sixty others, citizens of Exeter and y)- 
cinity, State of Maine, praying that the resolution 
passed on the 21st December last may be rescinded, 
Also, the petition of P. P. Furber and others, pray- 
ing for the establishment of a mail route from Do- 
ver to Enfield, in the State of Maine.] 

Mr. NOYES then moved an adjournment. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio called for the yeas 
and nays, which were ordered, when Mr. NOYES 
withdrew the motion, and Mr. ADAMS renewed 
it, and it being decided in the negative, Mr. A. ob- 
jected to further proceedings, as there was no quo- 
rum present, only 61 having just voted, whereupon 

Mr. WHITTLESEY moved a call of the House, 
which was ordered, and proceeded in for some 
time, when, on motion of Mr. CONNER, it was 
dispensed with, and the SPEAKER proceeded to 
call over the States not already called. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

By Mr. MONTGOMERY. 

On motion of Mr. RENCHER, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War lay before 
this House the paper in the case of William Lo- 
max, of the State of North Carolina. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Messrs. GRIFFIN and CLOWNEY. 

KENTUCKY. 
Messis. CALHOON and SOUTHGATE. 
TENNESSEE. 

Messrs. the SPEAKER, STONE, TURNEY, 
C. H. WILLIAMS and SHIELDS. 

{Mr. Stone presented the peution of 45 citizens 
of Meigs county, Tennessee, praying for the esta- 
blishment of a stage route from Kingston, Roan 
county, Tennessee, via Ten Mile, Decatur to 
Rosses Landing, on the ‘Tennessee river, in Hamil- 
ton county, Tennessee; thence via ‘l'uscaloosa, 
Alabama, to Jacksonville, Mississippi. } 

O10. 

Messrs. WHITTLESEY, BOND, ALLEN, 

GOODE, LEADBETTER, and WEBSTER. 
INDIANA. 

Messrs. HEROD, GRAHAM, and DUNN. 

{Mr. Dunn submitted a joint resolution of the 
General Assembly of the State of In ‘iana, request- 
ing an examination of the White Water, at Harri- 
son, with a reference to the establishmen: of a na- 
tional armory. Mr. D. presented the petition of 
Henry Banta, praying back pay of his pension. 
The petition of sundry citizens of Rising Sun, pray- 
ing the alteration of a mail route.} 

{[Mr. Granam presented the petition of John 
Faulkaer and 167 iuhabitants of Scott county, In- 
diana, praying a post route from Lexington, via 
Albion, to Slateford: referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. Also, the claim of 
William H. Tilford, of Monroe county, Indiana, 
for a horse lost by him while in the military ser- 
vice of the United States: referred to the Committee 
of Claims.] 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Mr. YELL. 

[Mr. YELL, on leave, offered the following re- 
solution in relation to a post route in this State, 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
propriety of establishing a mail route from Helena, 
Arkansas, via Tunaca Court-House, Panala Court- 
House, Lafayette, to Pontotoc, Mississippi.] 

ILLINOIS. 

Mr. CASEY. 

(Mr. Casey presented the petition of G. W. Car- 
ruthers and John Ashbrook, praying to be allowed 
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the benefits of the late preemption law, in relation 
toa tract of land in Lawrence county, Illinois; 
which, on his motion, was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Pablic Lands. Also, the petition of Ro- 
bert Brownfield, praying tobe placed on the pen- 
sion roll: referred to the Committee on Revolutiona- 


ry Pensions. ] 
ALABAMA. 

Messrs. LEWIS, LYON, and CHAPMAN. 

On motion of Mr. MARTIN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Fair- 
field to Pickensville, in Alabama. 

MISSOURI. 

Mr. HARRISON. 

[Mr. Harrison presented the petition of Henry 
Overly, for a pension. The petition of sundry 
citizens of Wisconsin Territory, respecting the con- 
flicting boundaries of Wisconsin and Missouri. 
The petition of sundry citizens of Rives county, for 
the establishment of a mail route. The petition of 
A. and A. W. Hudspeth, for a pre-emption upon 
certain lands occupied and improved by them. 
The petition of sundry citizens of the Platte coun- 
try, praying the establishment of a mail route. 
The petition of sundry citizens, praying the in- 
crease of the compensation of the postmaster at 
St. Charles. Of M. P. Le Duc, praying the con- 
firmation of a certain tract of land granted to him 
by the Spanish Government. } 

On motion of Mr. MILLER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Liber- 
ty, Clay county, by Rubidom to the Bl-cke Hills, 
on the Missouri river, in said State. 

ARKANSAS. 

On motion of Mr. YELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of authorizing the Governor of Arkansas to com- 

plete the location of land for a seminary of learning, 
and to locate other lands in lieu of those already 
located, which have become of no value from in- 
undation of the Mississippi. 
MICHIGAN. 

Mr. CRARY: 


{Mr. Crary presented a joint resolution of the 
Legislature of Michigan, for a survey of, and for 
the removal of, any obstructions at the mouth of 
the St. Clair river; a petition for a mail route from 
Lupeer to Grand Blanee; for a mail route from 
Elkhart to Lafayette; for the improvement of the 
harbor of Milwaukie, in Wisconsin Territory.] 

FLORIDA. 

Mr. DOWNING. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House several 
Executive communications, viz: 

1. A Message from the President of the United 
Stales, transmitting a report and accompanying 
papers from the Secretary of War, containing infor- 
mation respecting the present state of the campaign 
in Florida, and the disposition of the Indians to 
treat for peace. 

On motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

2. A Message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting, for the consideration of Con- 
gress, a report of the Secretary of State, with ac- 
companying documents, relative to an application 
by the Minister of France in behalf of Captain 
Bezeirs, for saving a vessel and crew. 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

3. From the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting 
a report from the Naval Commissioners, in relation 
tothe improvements in the navy yard at Pensacola. 

On motion of Mr. McKIM, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

4. From the same, transmitting a statement 
showing the names of all the officers and non-com- 
missioned officers in the naval service and Marine 
Corps, disabled by wounds or injuries while in the 
line of their duty, and placed on the pension list. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, laid on the 
table. 

5. From the Secretary of the Treasury a report 
in relation to the addition which has been made to 


the compensation of revenue officers in the year | 


1837, by the provision which gave them the same 
compensation as if the importations were the same 
as in 1832. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Monpay, March 12, 1838. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the memorial ef G. A. 
Perkins and ninety other citizens of Athens, Penn- 
sylvania, remonstrating against the annexation of 
Texas to the Union, and praying Congress to reject 


all propositions of that kind, come from whatever ’ 


source they may: laid on the table. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Adol- 
phus Allen, proposing to erect a bridge across the 
Upper Mississippi; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial signed 
by a number of citizens of Washington county, 
Pennsylvania, against the practice of duelling, and 
praying Congress to passa law, with suitable pe- 
nalties, to suppress it: read, ordered to be printed, 
and laid on the table. 

Mr. WALL presented a petition of a similar 
character, from sundry citizens of Newark, New 
Jersey; which wasdisposed of in like manner. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the petition of 
the purchasers of the southwest quarter of section 
twenty-two, in township five, in range three west, 
in the Huntsville Land Distriet, Alabama, from 
the United States, praying Congress to grant other 
lands in lieu thereof, to William Jones, who pur- 
chased the same quarter section from the State of 
Alabama. 

Mr. C. also presented the claim of Capt. Ed- 
ward D. Jones for the transportation of a company 
of troops belonging to the Alabama regiment of 
volunteers, which served in the Florida campaign 
of 1834, from Mobile to their place of residence. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reperted a bill for the relief of the 
Alabama, Georgia, and East Florida railroad 
company; which was read, and ordered tw a second 
reading, 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the petition of 
William Armstrong, reported a bill for the relief 
Juan Pelgar; which was read, and ordered toa 
second reading. 

Mr. L. from the same committee, to which 
had been referred the memorial of Dr. Perrine, on 
the subject, reported a bill to encourage the introduc- 
tion and promote the cultivation of tropical plants 
in the United States: read, and ordered to a second 
reading, and the accompanying report ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which was referred 
the petition of William Fuller, reported a bill for 
his relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported, without amendment, the bill from the 
House giving the assent of Congress to an act of 
the Legislature of Maryland, imposing a small 
tonnage duty on vessels entering the port of Balti- 
more, for the purpose of keeping its harbor open. 

On motion of Mr. K. the above bill was then 
considered as in Committee of the Whole, and 
ordered to a third reading 


Mr. LYON, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which had been referred the pe- 
tition of Daniel Marsack, reported a bill for his 
relief; which was read, and ordered tu a second 
reading. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the joint resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of Kentucky, in relation to 
the currency, and opposed to the Sub-Treasury bill, 
accompanying their presentation with some appro- 
priate remarks, 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the resolutions of the 
Legistature of Mame, asking that the franking 
privilege be extended to the Governors and Secre- 
taries of the several States, and to the members of 


the State Legislatures: referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. R. also presented the petition of sun- 
dry citizens of Maine, praying for a further ap- 
propriation to remove the obstructions in Penobscot 
bay: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. RIVES presented the petition of Mrs. Fan- 
ning, mother ef Lieut. John B. Fanning, praying 
for a pension: referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions, 

On motion of Mr. LYON, a call was made on 
the Secretary of the Treasury for information as to 
present circumstances, and the course proper to be 
pursued in relation to public lands in the south of 
Wisconsin and the north of Illinois. 

The following bills were severally read the third 
time, and passed: 

The bill fer the relief of Benjamin H. Mackall. 

The bull for the relief of James Baker. 

The bill for the relief of Robert Preebles and 
John Graham. 

The bill granting commutation to Isaac Bronson. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and represen- 
tatives of William Jones, deceased. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Doctor 
Thomas Carter, deceased. 

The bill for the relief of Irvine Shubrick. 

The bill to establish an additional land district in 
Alabama. 

The bill for the relief of the securities of Archi- 
bald Sneed, deceased. . 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Brooks, deceased. 

The bill in addition to the act for the relief of 
Walier Loomis and Abel Gay. 

The Senate resumed, the consideration of the In- 
dependent Treasury bilP as the special order, when 

Mr. WEBSTER, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the Senate to a late hour in opposition to 
the measure. Mr. W. had not concluded his speech 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tvespay, March 13, 1838. 
WAYS AND MEANS. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG reported a bill directing 
the transfers of money remaining unclaimed by 
certain pensioners, and authorizing the paymentof 
the same at the Treasury of the United States. 

Mr. C. asked the House to take up the proposed 
amendment of Mr. BRIGGS to the sixty-third rule 
of the House, which was to add thereto the follow- 
ing: 

“Unless in continuation of appropriations for 
such public works or objects as are already in pro- 
gress, and for the usual centingencies for carrying 
on the several departments of the Government.” 

The motion of Mr. C. being agreed to, 

Mr. PHILLIPS moved to strike out the word 
“usual,” which was accepted by Mr. BRIGGS as 
a modification, and the amendment of the rule was 
agreed to by two-thirds. 

PUBLIG LANDS. 

Mr. BOON reported, without amendment, Se- 
nate bill to create additional land offices in the 
State of Michigan, and for other purposes. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. JENIFER reported a bill for the suppres- 
sien of gaming in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. PETRIKIN reported a bill to incorporate 
certain banks in the District of Columbia. 


REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 

Mr. CRAIG reported Senate bill for the relief of 
the heirs of John Hawkins, with a recommenda- 
tion that it do not pass, and, on Mr. C’s motion, 
the bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. SHEPHERD reported a bill for the relief 
of the legal representative of James Brodhead. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO reported a bill for the re- 
lief of John Emerson. 

Mr. T. also reported a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Larkin Smith. 

Mr. PATTON reported a bill for the farther re- 
lief of the heirs and representatives of John Can- 
non, deceased. 

INDIAN APPAIRS. 

Mr. EVERETT reported a resolution against 
the allowance of interest on the claim of James 
Brown; which was concurred in by the House, 








© pI 4 Mages 


236 


NAVAL AFPAIRS. 

Mr. INGHAM reported a bill for the augmenta- 

tion of the United States Marine Corps. 
REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 

Mr. MORGAN reported a bill for the relief of 
John England. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Connecticut, reported 
a bill for the relief of William Delesdernier. 

INVALID PENSIONS. 

Mr. TAYLOR reported a bill granting a pension 
to Daniel H. Crockett. 

Mr. McCLELLAN of New York, reported the 
following: 

Bili for the relief of Henry Barton. 

Bill for the relief of Henry Challer. 

Bill fur the relief of Miller Francis. 

Bill for the relief of Lieut. John Allison. 

Mr. ALLEN of Vermont reported a bill for the 
relief of Charles Vattier. 

ROADS AND CANALS. 

Mr. MERCER reported a bill ceding to the State 
of Ohio the interest of the United States in a certain 
road within that State; and it was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

PATENTS. 

Mr. FLETCHER of Vermont moved to take 
up and consider the bill for the relief of John Blanc, 
and stated the grounds of the claim, which was for 
the renewal of a lost patent, but the motion was 
disagreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, on leave, pre- 
rented a. petition, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

FLORIDA WAR. 

Mr. MERCER, on leave, submitted a resolution 
calling upon the Secretary of War to lay before the 
House, at as early a day as practicable, a state- 
ment, from the latest returns, of the number and 
compensation of the military forces employed in 
Florida, and the average monthly force, and ex- 
pense attending the employment thereof, in the 
military operations within that Territory, during 
the year 1837, so far as the same can be ascer- 
tained. 

The resolution, under the rule, would lie over 
one day, and Mr. M. moved its consideration at 
that time. 

Mr. McKAY objected, on the ground that the 
information called for had been already laid before 
the House; and the resolution lies over. 

At a subsequent stage, on motion of Mr. McK AY, 
the resolution was agreed to. 

WESTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia asked leave to sub- 
mit a motion to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole from the further consideration of the “ bill 
to restore circuit jurisdiction to the District Courts 
of the western district of Virginia.” 

This bill had been discussed in committee, on 
Saturday, between Mr. Beirne and the delegation 
from Western Virginia; the object of it was to 
repeal the bill of last session, which, by the con- 
struction put upon ils provisions by the profession 
there, concentrated all the courts at Lewisburg. 
Mr. GaRLanD now stated that all opposition to the 
present bill was withdrawn. 

Mr. EVERETT objected to the motion. 

Mr. GARLAND thereupon moyed a suspension 
of the rule, which was agreed to, as was also the 
other motion, and the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed fora third reading to-day. 

At a subsequent stage of the proceedings, the 
above bill was read a third time, and passed. 

GRANT OF LAND FOR SCHOOLS. 

The House then resumed the consideration of the 
resolution submitted some time since by Mr. Joun- 
son of Maryland, proposing to grant a quantity of 
land to the old States for purposes of education, 
equal to that granted to the new Siates. 

Mr. JOHNSON resumed his remarks, and went 
into a series of calculations to demonstrate how 
much each of the old States would be entitled to 
receive, if the same liberality, in donations of land, 
were extended to them as to the new Sjates, and 
gave way, without concluding, to the 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Sundry bills from the Senate, lying on the 
Speaker’s table, were taken up, read twice, and re- 
ferred to their appropriate standing commitiees, 
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NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 

The first business in order was the motion to 
commit the message of the President of the United 
States, on the subject of the Northeastern Bounda- 
ry, and the imprisonment of Mr. Greely, to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs; the question pend- 
ing being the previous question, moved by Mr. 
CAMBRELENG. It was now seconded, and the 
main question ordered and put without a division. 

So the message was committed to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House— 

1. A communication from the Secretary of War, 
transmitting the information called for by a reso- 
lution of the House in relation to the amount of 
money expended for the improvement of the Mis- 
souri river. 

On motion of Mr. McKIM, referred tothe same 
Committee of the Whole as had charge of the 
Harbor bill. 

2. A communication from the Secretary of 
War, transmitting a report ef the survey recently 
made of the harbor of Lynn, in the State of Mas- 
sachusetts. ; 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. - 


CIVIL LIST BILL. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. CASEY 
in the Chair, and resumed the consideration of the 
“bill making appropriations for the civil and di- 
plomatic expenses of Government for the year 
1838.” 

Mr. REED then moved an additional item of 
$52,040 fer building, rebuilding, and completing 
light-houses in New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, and New York, in addition to the 
sums appropriated for that purpose by the act of 
the 4th of March, 1838; which, after some discus- 
sion from Messrs. REED, CAMBRELENG, Mce- 
KAY, DAWSON, and CUSHMAN, was disa- 
greed to. 

Mr. HOWARD moved an item of $4,500 for 
the outfit of a Charge d’Affaires to Peru,on the 
ground, he explained, that the present Charge was 
about to return home. 

Mr. PETRIKIN opposed it, on the ground, as 
was understood, that these large diplomatic appro- 
priations, by payiag mere commercial agents, un- 
der the name and character of Charge d’Affaires, 
were a tax upon the whole community for the be- 
nefitof a single class—the merchants. Where a 
representative of the Government was absolutely 
necessary, he was in favor of it. 

Mr. McKIM supported it as an indispensable 
appointment on account of the large exports 
made from the United States to that Re- 
public, consisting chiefly of domestic pro- 
duce and manufactures. Indeed he_ should 
not object to the appointment of a minister 
of the first grade there, for he would have more 
weight. It was but a short time ago that a single 
vessel, out of New York, had been condemned, 
whose cargowas worth at least a hundred thousand 
dollars, that might have been saved if there had 
been a man of influence there. 

The conversation was further continued by 
Messrs. BELL, McKIM, PETRIKIN, MALLO- 
RY, and HOWARD, when the amendment was 
agreed to. 

Mr. RARIDEN moved to enlarge the appropria- 
tion for the contingent expenses of the House from 
$225,000 to $273,960, so as to embrace the neces- 
sary amount to cover the expenses of the books di- 
rected to be furnished to the members of the House. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG raised two points of order 
on this amendment— 

1. That there was a separate bill already before 
Committee of the Whole embracing this same pro- 
posed appropriation; and 

2. That it was out of order to appropriate, in 
the bill under consideration, any money for ob- 
jects for which there was no existing law. 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment as sufficient- 
ly out of order on the former ground alone. 

Mr. RARIDEN took an appeal on the ground 
that it was only an enlargemen, of an existing ap- 
propriation, 


Mr. McKAY said that the gentleman could noi 
obtain his object even if the amendment should be 
adopted, because the Clerk could not pay for these 
books out of the con'ingent fund, under the fo!- 
lowing restrictive proviso of the bill, viz: “The 
two sums last mentioned to be applied to the pay- 
ment of the ordinary expenditures of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, severally, and tono 
other purpose.” 

Mr. RARIDEN, to meet the last objection, said 
he would move to insert, after the word ‘‘several- 
ly,” the words, “and the books ordered to be distri- 
buted to members ef the House.” 

At the suggestion of Mr. CAMBRELENG and 
Mr. BELL, Mr. RARIDEN withdrew his appeal 
for the present, to renew it in a fuller House. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG submitted an item of an 
additional $20,000 for the completion of the public 
buildings at the seat of Government of Wisconsin 
Territory, under the act of Congress of 1836, and 
caused to be read a memorial from the Legislative 
Council, setting forth the reasons therefor. 

Mr. McKAY caused the fcrmer appropriation 
to be read, which appropriated the sum of $20,000 
for this object. 

Mr. BELL said it was a small matter to oppose, 
but the original appropriation was itself a depar- 
ture from all former precedent, and these buildings 
should not have been commenced on such a scale 
of magnificence as would require at least twice the 
sum originally intended for them. Even if they 
appropriated $40,000, there was no security against 
the Territory coming here next year and asking for 
another $20,000. 

Mr. SNYDER made another objection to the 
construction of these permanent buildings, viz: 
that the Territory would probably soon be divided, 
and the present location of the seat of Govern- 
ment would have to be moved, as it would be on 
er near one side of one of those divisions. 

Mr. BRONSON understood the present site had 
been selected with a view to division; and the pre- 
sent seat of Government at Madison was near the 
centre of East Wisconsin, or Wisconsin proper, 
both with reference to geographical position and 
population. On this point the amendment was not 
objectionable. 

Mr. BELL contended that the expense should 
have been limited to the original sum. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG relerred to the memorial 
of the Council, and the act of 1836, which contain- 
ed no limitation or restriction. 

Mr BRONSON held that the United States 
were bound to construct the buildings, and bound 
tocomplete them. 

Mr. McKAY differed from the gentleman, be- 
cause the sum of $20,000 had been given to the 
Territory, and not appropriated to be expended 
under the direction of the officers of this Govern- 
ment. If the Territory commenced buildings in- 
volving an expenditure of more than that sum, 
they shsuld complete them themselves. 

The amendment was rejected without a di- 
vision. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG proposed an item of 
$1,200 for distributing the first volume of the Docu- 
mentary History of the United States. 

Mr. C. explained the objects of this appropriation, 
and sent to the Chair a communication from the 
Department on the subject, when the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. BELL moved to strike out the following 
clause: 

“For compensation to the clerks in said office, 
[Secretary ot the Treasury,] per act of 23d June, 
1836, $3,600.” 

Mr. CAMBRELENG put in a letter from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, setting forth the neces- 
sity of this extra clerk hire, on account of the in- 
creased duties of the office, and that it would be 
entirely impossible to conduct its business without 
this extra clerical force. 


Mr. BELL wished the appropriation to be made 
specific, both as to duties, number of clerks, and 
compensation to each, and the exigency also set 
forth requiring the additional aid. It was known, 
also, that many of the clerks in the Departments, 
the Treasury in particular, were not fully occu- 
pied. 
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Before the question was taken, on motion of Mr. | 


the committee rose and reported. 

BE SAWYER, on leave, submitted a reso\ut ion 
directing the Committee on Commerce to inquire 
into the expediency of authorizing the construction 
of a light-house at Pea Island, North Carolina, 
which was agreed to. 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tvespay, March 13, 1838. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of the 
New York Typographical ‘Society, remonstrating 
against the passage of an international copy-right 
law: referred to the Committee on Finance. 


Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of sundry | 


citizens of South Carolina, praying for the esta- 
blishment of a new post route: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. P. also presented the petition of Wm. Smith 
of South Carolina, asking compensation for Indian 
spoliations: referred to the Committeeon Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of sun- 
dry citizens of Michigan, praying for an appropri- 
ation for the improvement of the harborof Brest, 
on Lake Erie: referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. N. also presented the petition of Freeman 
Blackely, praying for confirmation of title to a 
tract of land: referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Mr. LiNN presented the petition of John F. 
Goodwin; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. ; 


Mr. YOUNG presented two petitions of a num- | 


ber of citizens of Illinois, praying for the establish- 
ment of mail routes. 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Illinois, 
praying for the passage of a general pre-emption 
law: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of an individual of the Potta- 
watamie tribe of Indians, praying to be secured in 
his reservation to a tract of land: referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SEVIER presented the petition of sundry 
merchants of New York, praying for the establish- 
ment of a naval school: referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred the memorial of 
Jonathan Thompson, late collector of the port of 
New York, praying that his official bonds may be 
estored to him, moved that the committee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof: 
carried. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the same commit- 
tee was discharged from the further consideraticn 
of the memorial of the commissioners of the Gi- 
rard estate. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported severally, without amendment, 
the bill supplementary to the act to provide for the 
organization of the Department of Indian Affairs, 
and the bill to regulate the trade and intercourse 
with the Indian tribes, and preserve peace on the 
frontiers, both approved June —, 1834. 

Mr. TROTTER, on leave, introduced a bill sup- 
plementary to the act to amend the act for the ap- 
pointment of commissioners to adjust the claims to 
reservations of land under the fourteenth article of 
the treaty of 1830 with the Choctaw Indians, 
which, after some remarks from Mr. T. was read 
twice, and referred. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported, without amendment, the 
bill for the relief of the heirs of John Brahan, and 
the report was ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. C. a call was made on the Se 
cretary of State for information relative to the 
number of suits on the docket, and various other 
matters relating to the Circuit and District Courts 
of the United States. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, on leave, introduced a 
bill to authorize the President to cause patents to be 
issued to the persons, and for the lands, therein 
named: read twice and referred. 
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CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Daniel Duvall; and 

The bill to amend the act relative to the port of 
Baltimore, were severally read the third time and 

ssed. 

The following bills were severally read the se- 
cond time and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The bill making appropriations for certain roads 
in Arkansas. 

The bill for the relief of Michael Cassell. 

The bill for the relief of George Davenport. 

The bill to authorize Charles Day of Macon, and 
James R. Butts of Columbus, to import two iron 
steamboats free of duty. 

The bill for the relief of Jechonias Pigot and 
James Lecraft, sureties of James Manney, late col- 
lector of the customs for the District of Beaufort, 
North Carolina; and 

The bill to provide for the repeal of certain pro- 
visiens of the act to alter and amend the several 
acts imposing duties on imports, passed ,1832. 

The bill for the relief of Chastellain and Ponvert 
was indefinitely postponed. 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the Independent Treasury Bill; when Mr. WEB- 
STER resamed the floor, and closed his remarks, 
commenced yesterday, in opposition to the bill. 
Mr. W. occupicd the floor until near 4 o’clock. 

Mr. ROBBINS then moved that the Senate ad- 











| journ, which motion he withdrew, at the sugges- 


tonof Mr. Grunny, who moved that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of Executive business. 
After the consideration of which, 
The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespar, March 14, 1838. 
THE LATE DUEL. 

Mr. PAYNTER, on leave, presented a petition 
of four hundred citizens of Philadelphia, on the 
subject of the late duel; which was referred to the 
select committee on the subject. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD also asked leave to present 
several memorials on the same subject. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana objected ; where- 
upon 

OM. FAIRFIELD moved a suspension of the 
rule. 

Mr. HENRY said he had a memorial of the 
same import, and wished the motion to be made 
with reference to it also. 

The CHAIR said the rule could only be sus- 
pended on the first motion. 

The vote being twice taken without a quorum, 

Mr. DAVEE asked for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 92, nays 54; not 
being two-thirds, the rules were not suspended. 

Mr BRIGGS, on leave, presented a petition re- 
lating to an invalid pension claim; which was re- 
ferred to the committee on that subject. 

On motion of Mr. HOLSEY, Mr. Jackson of 
Georgia, was excused from serving on the Select 
Committee raised on the subject of revising the 
laws of naturalization, on the ground that he was 
already a member of two committees of the House. 

Reports from committees were then called for. 

PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. CASEY reported a bill for the relief of John 

Dougherty of Wisconsin. 
JUDICIARY. 

Mr. MARTIN moved to take up the reconside- 
ration of the vote, by which the bill was ‘passed for 
changing the times of holding the circuit courts of 
Alabama; which was agreed to, and the same, on 
motion of Mr. THOMAS, was recommitted to the 
Commitiee on the Judiciary. 

REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO reported a resolution to 
assign room No. 41 to the Committee of the House 
on Revoiutionary Claims; which was concurred in. 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

On motion of Mr. HARLAN, the Committee of 
the Whole was discharged from the further consi- 
deration of the bill for the relief of Joseph Leibert; 
and the same,was recommitted to the above stand- 
ing committee. 
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Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, on leave, submits 
ted an order that the Speaker be authorized to as- 
sign two rooms to the commissioners for investi- 
gating the frauds committed in the Creek reserva- 
uons, if the same are unappropriated; which wa- 
concurred in. 

Mr. POPE submitted the following resolution; 
which was agreed to. 

Resolved, That the claim of the administrator of 
Jacob Houne, deceased, for services rendered by 
said Houne in the war of the Revolution, with the 
proofs and exhibits, be referred to the Commities 
on Revolutionary Claims, to consider and report 
thereon. 








LAND FOR SCHOOLS, 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland, continued his re- 
marks in support of his resolution to set apart a 
certain quantity of the public lands for purposes of 
education, and gave way, without concluding, to 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. MARTIN then, on leave, from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, reported back to the House 
the bill to change the time of holding the Circuit 
Court of Alabama, &c. with an amendment in the 
shape of a substitute for the bill. 

[It annexes Alabama to the sixth circuit.] 

Mr. HAYNES said he would inquire of the 
Committee on the Judiciary why it was proposed 
so largely to increase the duties of the judge ef the 
sixth circuit of the United States, by adding to it a 
State in which another judge of the Supreme Court 
resides?) Justice to Judge Wayne required that he 
should make the inquiry. Je did not wish to in- 
terfere with the equitable adjustment of labor be- 
tween the members of the Supreme Court, but it 
seemed to him that the proposed change would im- 
pose an unreasonable addition of service upon the 
judge of the sixth circuit, and therefore he felt it 
his duty to inquire why it was proposed. 

Mr. MARTIN and Mr. THOMPSON explained. 

Mr. HAYNES replied that he did not perceive, 
if it was insisted that Alabama should be added to 
the sixth circuit, why a similar provision should 
not be introduced in favor of Judge Wayne to that 
which has been adopted in the seventh cireuit, dis- 
pensing with one term of the circuit court anou- 
ally in the States of Indiana and Illinois.. By the 
proposed addition of Alabama to the sixth circuit, 
the travel and labor of Judge Wayne would be 
enormously increased, as Mobile was almost as dis- 
tant from Savannah, the place of his residence, as 
Washington City is from Savannah, and would 
require of the judge almost twice as much travel- 
ling in the year as was performed in attending the 
annual session of the Supreme Court. He repeat- 
ed that he did not desire to interfere with or disturb 
an equitable distribution of labor between the 
judges of the Supreme Court, but he did think the 
proposed change, by requiring the judge of the sixth 
circuit to preside twice a year at Mobile, would im- 
pose an unequal burden upon that officer. 

Mr. THOMAS, in reply, went into a full ex- 
planation and defence of the amendment proposed, 
showing that its result wonld be to obviate the 
complaints which had long been made respecting 
the neglect of the Eastern Judicial District of Lou- 
isiana. He stated very minutely the amount of 
court duty performed by each of the judges, and 
showed that, even with the increased duty occa- 
sioned by the amendment, Judge Wayne would 
still have less to do than any of his brethren, Judge 
Barbour only excepted; while Judge McKinley 
would be relieved from a task too onerous to be 
performed by any judge. It was impracticable now 
to go into a general reorganization of the whole of 
the districts, since the time was so near when 
Florida, Wisconsin, and, perhaps, Ioway, would 
become States of the Union, that no arrangement 
could be made which did not look to that event; and 
if the districts should be so organized at this time, 
the plan would work unequally and unjustly in the 
meanwhile. 

The question being put, the amendment was 
agreed to; the bill ordered to its third reading, read 
a third time, and passep. 

The SPEAKER then laid before the House a 
message from the President, in answer to a resolu- 
.tion of the House, on the subject of a canal across 
the Isthmus of Darien; which, on motion of Mr. 
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FILLMORE, was referred to the Committee on 
' Roads and Canals, and ordered to be printed. 

Several bills from the Senate were read a first 
and second time, and referred to appropriate com- 
mittees. 

The bill ceding to the State of Ohio the interest 
of the United States to a certain road within that 
State, was read & third time, and passed. 

A bill from the Senate to allow two citizens oj 
Georgia to import iron steamboats suitable to the 
navigation of rivers, having been twice read, 

Mr. ADAMS moved that the bill be referred to 
the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. DAWSON, that it be sent to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

, Mr. GRAHAM, that it go to the Committee of 
te Ways and Means. 
- . Mr. ADAMS said that he was not peculiarly fa- 















































































































































be injured by the bill; but he considered it as vir- 
tnally an attack on the compromise which had been 
agreed to respecting the tariff. 

Mr. DAWSON said that a similar bill had come 
from the Senate last year, and been referred to the 
Committee on Manufactures, who had reported 
against it; he apprehended a like result now, and 





















































since the bill might appropriately be sent to either. 
Mr. ADAMS rejoiced to hear the principle ad- 




















ought not be sent to a committee which was sup- 
posed to be adverse to its object. He had himself 
been preaching that doctrine for these three years 


























determined the Speaker had been in deciding the 
other. He hoped that when he objected to sending 
a meastre or a memorial to the Committee on I*o- 
reign Adairs, because he knew that committee to 
, be opposed to that measure or to the object of the 
memorial, the principle of the gentleman from 
Georgia’s objection would be held in remembrance. 

The bill was sent to the Commitice on Manufac- 
tures. The House then went into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Casry 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 

CIVIL LIST BILL. 

The House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole, Mr. CASEY in the Chair, and took 
up the bill making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenditures of the Government. 

The question pending was on an amendment sub- 























































































































of $3,600 for clerk hire, under the act of 23d June, 
1836. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG sent to the Cuair a com- 
munication from the Treasury Department, show- 
ing the necessity for the continuance of those 


clerks; which communication was read by eth 
Clerk. 



























































: item was struck out, these clerks would be continued 
under the act of 1836, because it was there pro- 
vided that these clerks should be employed, and 

















‘Preasury not otherwise appropriated. He himself 
thought there was not the same necessity for these 
clerks which there was before the suspension of 
Specie payments, but the law was that they were to 
be continued, and until that was repealed, it was 
useless to make this amendment. 

Afler a few remarks by Messrs. BELL, and Mr. 
CAMBRELENG, Mr. BELL withdrew his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved an amendment, to 
apply the fund raised from sale of old to the pur- 
chase of new furniture for the President’s House ; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. M. MORRIS of Pennsylvania moved an 
amendment in the 423d line, so as to have “ thirty” 
; to read twenty, reducing the item for contingent 
expenses for missions abread from thirty to twenty 
: thousand dollars. He wished to submit a few 

words, in the natare of a statement, relating to one 

: or twoother parts of the bill, and explanatory of 
* his object in making the motion. 

He said that, in consequence of being placed 

upon the Committee on the Expenditures of the 

Department of State, it became his duty to make 


















































































































































vorable to the interests which might be supposed to | 


therefore moved the Committee on Commerce, | 


vocated by the gentleman from Georgia, that a bill | 


past, but the more he preached cone way, the more | 


mitted by Mr. Bett, to strike out the appropriation | 


Mr. McKAY called the attention of the gentle- | 
man from Tennessee to the fact, that even if this | 


that they should be paid out of any money in the | 











CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Some inquiries upon the subject appertaining to 
those expenditures. One portion of his inquiry 
related to the appropriations and contingent ex- 
penditures for a few years past, and he had received 
a stalement embracing the amount from the year 
1829 to 1837, inclusive, of the appropriations for 
incidental and contingent expenses of the Depart- 
ment of State and for payments. It is as follows: 








Years Appropriations. Payments. 
1829 - - 22.850 - - 24,691 44 
1830 - - 27,100 - - 21,040.99 
1831 - - 20,000 - - 20,213 92 
1832 - - 25,000 - - 31,542 39 
1833 - - 25,000 - - 28,354 14 
ea lie Ce Cl CO 
1835 - - 25,000 - - 23,437 82 
1836 - - 25,000 - - 23,665 78 
1837 - - 25,000 - - 23,414 05 

$226,450 $225,942 66 


Making a difference in this length of time, in 
the aggregate, between the appropriations and the 
payments, of a little more than five hundred dol- 
lars. He understood that the amount of payments 
made in a year does not necessarily show the 
amount of the expenditures of that year, as there 
are accounts outstanding from year to year, and 
sometimes for several years, which, when paid, are 
included in the amount for the year in which the 
payment is made. 

Another point of his inquiry was to ascertain 
what might be the danger or probability of mis- 
applying or losing to the Governmen the excess of 
this appropriation beyond the actual expenditure. 
To this question he had received the following 
reply: 

‘That the balance so unexpended, except that 
part of it which may be in the hands of disbursing 
agents, remains in the Treasury, forming a part of 
the balance remaining therein at the end of the year; 


of disbursing agents, (with which they stand de- 
bited on the books of the Treasury,) they have to 
render accounts and vouchers, approved by the 


either in the Treasury or the hands of disbursing 
agents, and can be applied only to the object for 
which it was originally appropriated.” 

In connection with this examination, his atten- 
tion had been drawn to the opinion expressed by 
the Secretary of State to the President, in a letter 
dated December 2, 1837. The Secretary was asked 
whether there was any necessity for further legis- 
lation to secure the faithful application of the pub- 
lic moneys to the objects to which they were ap- 
propriated, to prevent their misapplication or em- 
bezelement, and to increase the security of the 
Government against losses in the disbursement 
thereof. He replied that, in his opinion, a stricter 
accountability could not be attained by further je- 
gislation; that the best security was to be derived 
from the character of the officers to whom the mo- 
neys were entrusted. 


expenses of the Department of State; considering 
how near a correspondence there has begn \Dbe- 
tween the appropriations and the paymenfs, gud 
that, according to the opinion ef the Se¢retagy, 
there can be no.misapplication or loss of the sur- 
plus appropriation, and that it must depend japon 
the fidelity and character of the disbursing $fficers 
and agents, he did not see sufficient rea make 
any motion, or to insist upon a reduction of it, from 
that reported in the bill. % 

He apprehended this the chief reliange 


fora pro- 


vernnient was to be had upon the honesty and 
energy of the officers; im that particular, he ages 
in opinioa with the Secretary of State. There m 
have been too much money expended for spe 
purposes; the payments heretofore made 

been extravagant, afid some of the items oh 


with, still he was not prepared to take excepli 


a 
or 


. 


» . . ° J 
and for the portion of it that may be in the hands 


head of the Department, to the accounting officers | 
of the Treasury for examination; so that the ba- | 
lance remaining from one year to the next cannot | 
be misapplied or lost to the Government, being | 


In relation, then, to this item for the contingent | 


per and economical use of the fuads of the Go- 


them; they appeared to be sanctioned by usage, | 








| and if they were necessary, he would not object to 
the appropriation for the payment. 
|| _ But, although he would agree to an appropria- 
tion adequate to the wants of the Government, yet 
that appropriation should be somewhat in propor- 
tion to the previous expenditures, and hence he 
'| made the motion to reduce the sum for missio ns 
| abroad from thirty to twenty thousand dollars. 
| A reduction had been pro by the commit- 
| tee reporting the bill, by the advice of the Scretary 
| ashe understood, frum thirty thousand to fifteen 
| thousand dollars, for contingent expenses of foreign 
| intercourse. The expenses for that purpose have 
heretofore exceeded that amount; but it is now 
thought that the swn of fifteen thousand dollars wil] 
be sufficient; so that, in that particular, a diminu- 
tion is admitted to be proper by the committee. 
| _ The contingent expenses for the missions abroad 
| for the year 1836, according to the report of the 
| receipts and expenditures, was but $15,920 10. 
| On the 3lst of December, 1836, there was a balance 
| of appropriation unexpended for that year of 
| $24,587 90; and for the year 1837, there was 
| another appropriation for this purpose of $30,000. 
| Out of this unexpended balance, and the additional 
|| appropriation of $30,000, there was expended for 
i and during the year 1837, a sum short of $25,000, 
| leaving a large amount in the Treasury. He pro- 
| posed this reduction to $20,000, as a medium sum, 
which, he apprehended, would be quite sufficient to 
meet all the proper demands which would be made 
| for this purpose. 
|| He was aware that in a bill of this description, 
proposing to appropriate between three and four 
| millions of dollars, containing about a hundred 
|| and eighty items, with the power of prodigality and 
extravagance which disbursing agents have, if they 
choose to exercise it, in despite of limitation, it 
seems to be a matter of small importance to at- 
tempt to curtail but ten thousand dollars; but he 
conceived it to be proper to do so to any amount, 
however small, unless it appeared reasonably clear 
that the larger sum would be wanted for service. 
As an advocate for a limited and economical ex- 
penditure of the public money, and considering that 
the members of the House were but the agents and 
trustees of those who send them here, he held it to 
be their duty to take care of the small appropna- 
tions. Although he was not disposed at present to 
enter into the question of retrenchment and reiorm 
for general purposes, nevertheless he maintained 
| that in small matters, as well as greater, it was the 
| duty of Congress to guard the finances of the 
| country, and to remember that the rights of control 
| over the public treasure were only commensurate 
| with the wants and necessities of the public service. 
| He had nothing further to add, but to submit his 
| amendment to reduce the contingent expenses for 
missions abroad from thirty to twenty thousand 
| dollars, which he did with a strong conviction of its 
| propriety. 
| Mr. CAMBRELENG explained that he had 





made application to the department in relation to 
this appropriation, and has ascertained that there was 
a balance of only $18,000 on hand on the Ist of 
January, 1838, and $15,000 of that sum would be 
needed for the expenditure of the year 1837, not 
yet paid. In consequence of this, he thought this 


The amendment was then disagreed to. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved an additional item 

f $20,000 for the expenses of the Supreme and 
Ai ict courts of the United States. 

\' MP. C. explained the object of this amendment 
to be to defray the additional expenses, which 
would be increosed on account of presecutions in- 
ituted in courts on the frontiers, and sent to 
# table a communication on the subject. 

The amendment was then agreed to. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved aa additional 
i ef $2,000 te: renew the roof on the branch 
Mutat Charlotte, North Carolina ; which was 
agreed to. 

_ Mr. McKAY then moved 10 strike out the item 

Se for salaries of Cousuls of the United 


| appropriation could not be reduced with safety. 



















tes at London and Paris. 

r. McK. explained that he made this motion, 
cast he Considered that, by the rule which the 
use had adopted, this item was not properly intra- 
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duced into this bill. The act of 1810 provided that 
no salary should be paid to Consuls except those 
to the Barbary powers; and that being the case, 
and there being no law to previde salaries for those 
officers, it was, in his opinion, improper to imiro- 
duce these salaries in this bill. © ; 

Mr. CAMBRELENG explained that this was 
a matter which had been a very embarrassing ques- 
tion to the Committee of Ways and Means. In 
his view it was not in pursuance of law, but it had 
been the practice for many years to make appro- 
priations for these officers. It would now be for 
the committee to determine whether these appro- 

riations should be continued. 

Mr. HOWARD called the attention of the com- 
mittee to the importance of continuing these offi- 
cers, and hoped the House would not strike out an 
appropriation of this kind, which had been inserted 
in this bill for a great many years. 

Mr. HAYNES thought there was nothing un- 
reasonable in this appropriation, and hoped that 
these agents at the great centres of the commercial 
world, would not be withdrawn. He considered 
their continuance of great importance to the com- 
mercial interests of this country, and trusted the 
appropriation would not be struck out. 

Mr. McKAY said if these salaries were intro- 
duced and continued, it would be but a short time 
till you would have salaries to all our consuls in- 
troduced into your appropriation bills. If it was 
necessary to have salaries attached to these offices, 
introduce a bill to that effect; but do not attempt 
to give them a salary in this way, directly in the 
teeth of the rule of the House. 

Mr. BRONSON concurred in opinion with the 
gentieman from North Carolina in relation te this 
matter, and thought that if these officers were enli- 
tled to salaries, a bill eught to be introduced to that 

effect. While we had a rule prohibiting the intro- 
duction into appropriation bills of new objects of 
appropriations, it ought to be adhered to. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. MERCER, 
HOWARD, AUG. 4H. SHEPPERD, ADAMS, 
CAMBRELENG, and McKAY, 

On motion of Mr. MALLORY, the committee 
rose and reported progress. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY, on leave, submitted the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be request- 
ed to furnish this House with a copy of his answer 
to the letter of Gen. Jesup, dated Fort Jupiter, Fe- 
bruary 11, 1838, if not by him deemed improper. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY asked for the considera- 
tion of the resolution at this time. 

Mr. REED objected, on the ground that he 
wished an opportunity to call the attention of the 
House to some other letters from Gen. Jesup, laid 
on the tables this morning, and, therefore, he pre- 
ferred its lying over till to-morrow. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY moved a suspension of 
the rule; but 

Mr.GRENNELL moved that the House ad- 
journ; which motion prevailing, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, March 14, 1838. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented the petition 
and papers of Thomas Coyle, of Baltimore, the 
patentee of the American Cement, praying the ap- 
pointment of a committee to examine and prove the 
qualities of the cement, and, if approved by the 
Government, that she shall purchase the right to 
use it in all the public works: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of Mrs. 
Snelling, widow of the late Col. Snelling, of the 
United States army, praying compensation for ser- 
vices rendered by her late husband: referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Also, a joint resolution from the Legislature of 
Michigan, asking an appropriation, for the pur- 
pose of making a survey of the river St. Clair, eic. 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
a large number of citizens of the city of Philadel- 
phia, praying that a dry dock may be constructed 


in that city: referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 
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Mr. SPENCE presented the petition of the act- 
ing clerks in the Indian Bureau, praying increase 
of compensation: referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. ° 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Elisha El- 


dridge, praying remission of a certain penalty: re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. LYNN presented the memorial of John 
Rudy, of Missouri, protesting against the ratifica- 
tion of a certain Indian treaty, confirming Carver's 
grant: referred to the Commitice on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. MORRIS introduced a bill to divide the 
Territory of Wisconsin, and establish the Territory 
of loway: read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, asked to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the memorial of the commis- 
sioners of the Girard estate, asking to try the vali- 
dity of their claim to certain tracts of land in Lou- 
isiana, inasmuch as the case was provided for in a 


bul which had gone to the House of Representa- | 


lives: concurred in. 

Also, from the same committee, an unfavorable 
report on the petition of Nancy Collins; which was 
also concurred in. 

Mr. NORVELL submitted the following re- 
solution, intimating his intention to call it up on the 
succeeding day: 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of the Senate of 
the United States, no citizen of the United States 
hereafter giving or accepting a challenge to fight a 
duel with any other citizen, or acting as second in 
any such duel, ought to receive or be permitted to 
hold any office or appointment under the Govern- 
ment of the United States. 

Mr. FULTON, agreeably to leave, introduced a 
bill for the relief of Wilson W. Stephenson, J. 
Hendersoa, and Nelson Marcus; which was iwice 
read, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

The following bills were severally read a third 
time, and passed: 

Bill for the relief of George Davenport. 

Bill for the relief of Michael Cassel. 

Bill to repeal certain provisions of an act to alter 
and amend the several acts imposing duties on 
imports. 


Dull for the relief of Jechonias Pigot and Benjamin | 
Lecraft, sureties of James Manney, late collector | 


of the customs for the district of Beanfort, in the 
State of North Carolina; and 

A bill to authorize Charles Day, of Macon, and 
James R. Butts, of Columbus, in the State of Geor- 
hia, to import, free of duty, two iron steamboats, 
suited to the navigatien of rivers. 


Mr. LYON then moved to take up the bill | 


making appropriations for certain roads in Wiscon- 


sin Territory, with the view to amend the same by | 


making an additional appropriation of $5,000, for 
the purpose of opening a road from Lake Michigan 
to the Mississippi. 

This amendment was opposed by Mr. KING, on 
the ground that.there had been. no surveys or esti- 
mates on which to ground the probable cost of the 
road, and that it might be the mere entering-wedge 
for extensive appropriations from the Treasury. 

Mr. WALKER opposed it on the ground that it 
was wrong to ask for appropriations in the present 
state of the Treasury, and asked if Senators were 
prepared to borrow money for such an occasion. 
Mr. W. expressed himself opposed to the whole 
system of internalimprovements, and more particu- 


larly at this time, when the Treasury was ex- | 


hausted. 

The appropriation was warmly advocated by 
Messrs. LINN, LYON, HUBBARD, and others, 
on the ground that the road was to be made through 
the public lands, which would greatly enhance the 
value of the same. 

Mr. HUBBARD asked for the yeas and nays on 
the question of the amendment, when there appeared 
for it 17, against it 21, as follows : 

YEAS—Messis. Allen, Buchanan, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Crittenden, Fulton, Hubbard, Linn, Lyon, 
Mouton, Norvell, Prentiss, Preston, Robinson, 
Tallmadge, Wall, Wright, and Young—l7. 

.NA¥S—-Messrs. Bayard, Clayton, Cuthbert, 
Davis, King, Knight, Lumpxin, McKean, Morris, 
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Roane, Robbins, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Spence, 
Strange, Swift, Tipton, Trouer, Walker, White, 
and Williams—21. 

Mr. LYON then moved to insert the sum of fif- 
teen hundred dollars for the purpose of survey, on 
which some debate arose, when 

Mr BUCHANAN said he had a very sincere 
desire to bring the debate on the Sub-Treasury bill 
toa close, and however reluctant he might feel to 
throw any obstacle in the way of the measure 
then under discussion, he should move to lay the 
bill on the table or pass it over informaily. Mr. B. 
said, if he conid do nothtng else in the business, 
he should hereafter move, when the hour came for 
the special orders w be discussed, tv move to lay 
all other business on the table. 

Mr. LYON hoped it would be passed over infor- 
mally, which was accordingly done. 

‘Tne Independent ‘Treasury Bill was then taken 
up; When, 

Mr. ROBBINS rose, and addressed the Senate 
until half past two against the bill, and was fol- 
lowed by Mr. BENTON, who occupied the floor 
until five o’clock, when he gave way for a motion 
to adjourn. ' 

e 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, March 15, 1838. 

As soon as the House was organized this morn- 
ing— 

Mr. EVANS of Maine addressed 
the following words : 

Mr. Speaker: These badges of mourning 
which we still wear, denote that Death has lately 
been in the midst of us. Again his arrow has 
flown; and again has the fatal shaft been sent, 
with unerripg aim, into a small, and already bro- 
ken, rank. Itis my melancholy office to announce 
that, since the last adjournment of the House of 
Representatives, Timoray Jarvis Carrer; then 
one of its members, from the State of Maine, has 
surrendered up to the Being who gave ita life upon 
which many anxious hopes depended, and for 
whose preservation many an ardent prayer had 
gone up to the Father of all spirits. He died last 
evening, at ten o’clock, at his lodgings in this city, 
after a sickness of not very protracted duration, 
but of great and excruciating intensity of suffering 
and agony. ‘The ways of a righteous Providence 
ae iascratable, and while we bow in submyssion, 
we are yet oppressed with deep and solema awe. 

Our deceased friend and colleague was a native 
of the State and the district which, so lately, he re- 
presented in this branch of Congress; and he, 
therefore, brought with him the confidence, large- 
ly bestowed, of those who had known him from 
his earliest years. Well did he deserve it. His 
character for probity, integrity, uprightness, mo- 
rality, was free from spot or blemish. His _prin- 
ciples were well founded. Loving the country of 
his birth, and its institations, with all his heart, he 
pursued with fidelity such measures as his judg- 
ment deemed best calcalated to promote the wel- 
fare of the one and the durability of the other. He 
was a lawyer by profession—faithful, just, dis- 
criminating, attentive, humane, in its practice. 

Of manners mild, courteous, affable; and a 
temper kind, conciliating, patient, he won respect 
and attachment, even from those who differed with 
him in matters of opinion; and probably there 
lives not a human being who has a single resent- 
ment, or one unkind recellection, to bury in his 
grave. He has gone, in the strength of his man- 
hood, and the maturity of his intellect, the road 
that all must once pass: 

* --calcanda, semel, via lethi.’’ 

The ties that bound him to Jife are severed for 

ever, asall human ties must be severed. 
** Linquenda tellus, et domus, et amans 
Uxor; neque harum, quas colis, arborum 
‘Te, preter invisas cupressos 
Ulla, breve dominum sequeter.”’ 

Although, when his eyes opened fer the last time 
upon the earth and the sky, they fell net upon his 
own native hiils; though the sod which shall cover 
him will not freshen in the same influences which 
clothe them in verdure and beauty; though he died 
far from his home, the companions and the brothe~~ 
of his childhood were with him—the she - er of his 
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FILLMORE, was referred to the Committee on | 


Roads and Canals, and ordered to be printed. 

Several bills from the Senate were read a first 
and second tume, and referred to appropriate com- 
mittees. 

The bill ceding to the State of Ohio the interest 
of the United States to a certain road within that 
State, was read & third time, and passed. 

A bill from the Senate to allow two citizens of 
Georgia te import iron steamboats suitable to the 
navigation of rivers, having been twice read, 

Mr. ADAMS moved that the bill be referred to 
the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. DAWSON, that it be sent to the Committee 
on Commerce. 


Mr. GRAHAM, that it go to the Committee of | 


Ways and Means. 

Mr. ADAMS said that he was not peculiarly fa- 
vorable to the interests which might be supposed to 
be injured by the bill; but he considered it as vir- 
tually an attack on the compromise which had been 
agreed to respecting the tariff, 

Mr. DAWSON said that a similar bill had come 


from the Senate last year, and been referred to the | 


‘‘ommittee on Manufactures, who had reported 
against tt; he apprehended? a like result now, and 
therefore moved the Committee on Commerce, 
since the bill might appropriately be sent to either. 

Mr. ADAMS rejoiced to hear the principle ad- 
vocated by the gentleman from Georgia, that a bill 
onght not be sent to a committee which was sup- 
posed to be adverse to its object. He had himseif 
been preaching that doctrine for these three years 
past, but the more he preached cne way, the more 
determined the Speaker had been in deciding the 
other. He hoped that when he objected to sending 
a mneasdre ef a memorial to the Committee on I*o- 
reign Aairs, because he knew that committee to 
be opposed to that measure or to the object of the 
memorial, the principle of the gentleman from 
Georgia’s objector: would be held in remembrance. 

The bill was sent io the Committee on Manufac- 
tures. The House then went into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Casry 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 

CIVIL LIST BILL. 

The House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole, Mr. CASEY in the Chair, and took 
up the bill making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenditures of the Government. 

The question pending was on an amendment sub- 
mitted by Mr. Bext, to strike out the appropriation 
of $3,600 for clerk hire, under the act of 23d June, 
1836. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG sent to the Cuair a com- 
munication from the Treasury Department, show- 
ing the necessity for the continuance of those 
clerks; which communication was read by eth 
Clerk. 


Mr. McKAY called the attention of the gentle- | 


man from ‘Tennessee to the fact, that even if this 
item was struck out, these clerks would be continued 
under the act of 1836, because it was there pro- 
vided that these clerks should be employed, and 
that they should be paid out of any money in the 
‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated. He himself 
thought there was not the same necessity for these 
clerks which there was before the suspension of 
Specie payments, but the law was that they were to 
be continued, and until that was repealed, it was 
useless to make this amendment. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. BELL, and Mr. 
CAMBRELENG, Mr. BELL withdrew his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved an amendment, to 
apply the fund raised from sale ef old to the pur- 
chase of new furniture for the President’s House ; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. M. MORRIS of Pennsylvania moved an 
amendment in the 423d line, so as to have “ thirty” 
to read twenty, reducing the item for contingent 
expenses for missions abroad from thirty to twenty 
thousand dollars. He wished to submit a few 
words, in the nature of a statement, relating to one 


or two other parts of the bill, and explanatory of 


his object in making the motion. 

He said that, in consequence of being placed 
upon the Committee on the Expenditures of the 
Department of State, it became his duty to make 
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Some inquiries upon the subject appertaining to 
‘hose expenditures. One portion of his inquiry 
related to the appropriations and contingent ex- 


a Statement embracing the amount from the year 
1829 to 1837, inclusive, of the appropriations for 
incidental and contingent expenses of the Depart- 
ment of State and for payments. 


| 
penditures for a few years past, and he had received | 
| 


It is as follows: 


Years Appropriations. Payments. 

1829 - - 922.850 - - $24,691 44 
1830 - - 27,100 - - 21,040.99 
1831 - - 20,000 - - 20,213 92 
1832 - - 25,000 - - 31,542 39 
1833 - - 25,000 - - 28,354 14 
1834 - - 31,500 - - 29,582 13 
1835 - - 25,000 - - 23,437 82 
1836 - - 25,000 - - 93,665 78° | 
1837 - - 
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propriated, to prevent their misapplication or em- |) 


bezelement, and to increase the security of the 
Government against losses in the disbursement , 
thereof. He replied that, in his opinion, a stricter | 
accountability could not be attained by furtherde- ; 
cislation; that the best security was to be derived } 
from the character of the officers to whom the mo- | 
neys were entrusted. 

In relation, then, to this item for the contingent | 
expenses of the Department of State; considering 


tween the appropriations and the paymenfs, and 
that, according to the opinion ef the Sedretagy, 
there can be no.misapplication or loss of the sur- 
plus appropriation, and that it must depend japon 
the fidelity and character of the con ing Officers 
and agents, he did not see sufficient reasbi#d¢ make 
any motion, or to insist upona reduction of it, from 
that reported in the bill. Wad | 
He apprehended this the chief reliange for a pro-*? 
per and economical use of the funds of the Go- | 
vernmient was to be had upon the Jhonesty and 
energy of the officers; im that particular, thé Jageeed .. 
in opinion with the Secretary of State. There m 
have been too much money expended for sg cif 
purposes; the payments heretofore made ne 
been extravagant, arid some of the items 0 


how near a correspondence there has be@n cE, 
f 
{ 


last report, he thought might have been dispestse 


with, still he was not prepared to take excepti@n to_ | 


them; they appeared to be sanctioned by usage, 
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and if they were necessary, he would not object to 
the appropriation for the payment. 

But, although he would agree to an appropria- 
tion adequate to the wants of the Government, yet 
that appropriation should be somewhat in propor- 
tion to the previous expenditures, and hence he 
made the motion to reduce the sum for missions 
abroad from thirty to twenty thousand dollars. 

A reduction had been proposed by the commit. 
tee reporting the bill, by the advice of the Scretary, 


thousand dollars, for contingent expenses of foreign 
intercourse. The expenses for that purpose have 
heretofore exceeded that amount; but it is now 
thought that the swm of fifteen thousand dollars wijj 
be sufficient; so that, in that particular, a diminu-~ 
tion is admitted ta he nranershw the an——: 


| as he understood, frum thirty thousand to fifteen 
| 
{ 








i from thirty to twenty eee 


dollars, which he did with a strong conviction of its 
propriety. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG explained that he had 
made application to the department in relation to 
this appropriation, and has ascertained that there was 
& balance of only $18,000 on hand on the Ist of 
January, 1838, and $15,000 of that sum would be 


yet paid. In consequence of this, he thought this 
appropriation could not be reduced with safety. 
The amendment was then disagreed to. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG moved an additional item 
Ai $20,000 for the expenses of the Supreme and 


! 
) needed for the expenditure of the year 1837, not 


istyict courts of the United States. 


to be to defray the additional expenses, which 
would be increosed on account of prosecutions in- 
stituted im those courts on the frontiers, and sent to 
table a communication on the subject. 
The amendment was then agreed to. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG moved an additional 
i ef $2,000 te renew the roof on the branch 


| \' MP. C. explained the object of this amendment 









wah Wemit’at Charlotte, North Carolina ; which was 


agreed “to. . 

Mr. McKAY then moved 10 strike out the item 
af $4,000 for salaries of Cousuls of the United 

tes at London and Paris. 

r. McK. explained that he made this motion, 
give he ¢onsidered that, by the rule which the 
use had adopted, this item was not properly intro- 
& = %. * 
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duced into this bill. The act of 1810 provided that 
no salary should be paid to Consuls except those 
to the Barbary powers; and that being the case, 
and there being no law to provide salaries for those 
officers, it was, in his opinion, improper to itro- 
duce these salaries in this bill. © , 

Mr. CAMBRELENG explained that this was 
a matter which had been a very embarrassing ques- 
tion to the Committee of Ways and Means. In 
his view it was not in pursuance of law, but it had 
been the practice for many years to make appro- 
priations for these officers. It would now be for 
the committee to determine whether these appro- 
priations should be continued. . 

Mr. HOWARD called the attention of the com- 
mittee to the importance of continuing these offli- 
cers, and hoped the House would not strike out an 
appropriation of this kind. whieh had heen ineave-4 


Mr.GRENNELL moved that the House ad- 
journ; which motion prevailing, 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, March 14, 1838. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented the petition 
and papers of Thomas Coyle, of Baltimore, the 
patentee of the American Cement, praying the ap- 
pointment of a committee to examine and prove the 
qualities of the cement, and, if approved by the 
Government, that she shall purchase the right to 
use it in all the public works: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of Mrs. 
Snelling, widow of the late Col. Snelling, of the 
United States army, praying compensation for ser- 
vices rendered by her laie husband: referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Also, a joint resolution from the Legislature of 
Michigan, asking an appropriation, fur the pur- 
pose of making a survey of the river St. Clair, etc. 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
a large number of citizens of the city of Philadel- 
phia, praying that a dry dock may be constructed 


in that city: referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 
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Mr. SPENCE presented the petition of the act- 
ing clerks in the Indian Bureau, praying increase 
of compensation: relerred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. . 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Elisha El- 
dridge, praying remission of a certain penalty: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. LYNN presented the memorial of John | 


Rudy, of Missouri rolesting against the ratifica- 
Rudy, of X ri, protesting a; tt tif 


tien of a certain Indian treaty, confirming Carver's | 


grant: referred to the Commitice on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. MORRIS introduced a bill to divide the 
Territory of Wisconsin, and establish the Territory 
of loway: read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, asked to be discharged from the fur- 
i ‘ial of the commis- 

ing to try the vali- 
sts of Jand in Lou- 
S provided for ina 
ise of Representa- 


e, an unfavorable 
Collins; which was 


the following re- 
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of the. Senate of 
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iron steamboats, 


ike up the bill 

oads in Wiscon- 
wilh the view to amend the same by 
1 nal appropriation of $5,000, for 
the purpose of Opening a road from Lake Michigan 
to the Mississippi. 

This amendment was opposed by Mr, KING, on 
the ground that. there had been. no surveys or esti- 
mates on which to ground the probable cost of the 
road, and that it might be the mere entering-wedge 
for extensive appropriations from the Treasury. 

Mr. WALKER opposed it on the ground that it 
was wrong to ask for appropriations in the present 
state of the Treasury, and asked if Senators were 
prepared to borrow money for such an occasion. 
Mr. W. expressed himself opposed to the whole 
system of internalimprovements, and more particu- 
larly at this time, when the Treasury was ex- 
hausted. 

The appropriation was warmly advocated by 
Messrs. LINN, LYON, HUBBARD, and others, 
on the ground that the road was to be made through 
the public lands, which would greatly enhance the 
value of the same. 

Mr. HUBBARD asked for the veas and nays on 
the question of the amendment, when there appeared 
for it 17, against it 21, as follews : 

YEAS—Messtrs. Allen, Buchanan, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Crittenden, Fulton, Hubbard, Linn, Lyon, 
Mouton, Norvell, Prentiss, Preston, Robinson, 
Tallmadge, Wall, Wright, and Young—17. 

-NA¥S—-Messrs. Bayard, Clayton, Cuthbert, 
Davis, King, Knight, Lumpxin, McKean, Morris, 
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Roane, Robbins, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Spence, 
Strange, Swift, Tipton, Trotter, Walker, White, 
and Williams—21. 

Mr. LYON then moved to insert the sum of fif- 
teen hundred dollars for the purpose of survey, on 
which some debate arose, when 

Mr BUCHANAN said he had a very sincere 
desire to bring the debate on the Sub-Treasury bill 
toa close, and however reluctant he might feel to 
throw any obstacle in the way of the measure 
then under discussion, he should move to lay the 
bill on the table or pass it over informally. Mr. B. 
said, if he contd do nothtng else in the business, 
he should hereafter move, when the hour came for 
the special orders w be discussed, tv move to lay 
all other business on the table. 

Mr. LYON hoped it would be passed over infor- 
mally, which was accordingly done. 

‘The Independent ‘Treasury Bill was then taken 
up; when, 

Mr. ROBBINS rose, and addressed the Senate 
until half past two against the bill, and was fol- 
lowed by Mr. BENTON, who eccupied the floor 
until five o’clock, when he gave way for a motion 
to adjourn. 

* 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, March 15, 1838. 

As soon as the House was organized this morn- 
ing— 

Mr. EVANS of Maine addressed the Chair in 
the following words : 

Mr. Speaker: These badges of mourning 
which we still wear, denote that Death has lately 
been in the midst of us. Again his arrow has 
flown; and again has the fatal shaft been sent, 
with unerring aim, into a small, and already bro- 
ken, rank. tis my melancholy office to announce 
that, since the last adjournment of the House of 
Representatives, Timorny Jarvis Carrer, then 
one of its members, from the State of Maine, has 
surrendered up to the Being who gave ita life upon 
which many anxious hopes depended, and for 
whose preservation many an ardent prayer had 
gone up to the Father of all spirits. He died last 
evening, at ten o’clock, at his lodgings in this city, 
after a sickness of not very protracted duration, 
but of great and excruciating intensity of suffering 
and agony. ‘The ways of a righteous Providence 
ape iascratable, and while we bow in submjssion, 
we are yet oppressed with deep and solema awe. 

Our deceased friend and colleague was a native 
of the State and the district which, so lately, he re- 
presented in this branch of Congress; and he, 
therefore, brought with him the confidence, large- 
ly bestowed, of those who had known him from 
his earliest years. Well did he deserve it. His 
character for probity, integrity, uprightness, mo- 
rality, was free from spot or blemish. His _prin- 
ciples were well founded. Loving the country of 
his birth, and its institations, with all his heart, he 
pursued with fidelity sach measures as his judg- 
ment deemed best calcalated to promote the wel- 
fare of the one and the durability of the other. He 
was a lawyer by profession—faithful, just, dis- 
criminating, attentive, humane, in its practice. 

Of manners mild, courteous, affable; and a 
temper kind, conciliating, patient, he won respect 
and attachment, even from those who differed with 
him in matters of opinion; and probably there 
lives not a human being who has a single resent- 
ment, or one unkind receliection, to bury in his 
grave. He hasgone, in the strength of his man- 
hood, and the maturity of his intellect, the road 
that all must once pass: 

“ -—caleanda, semel, via lethi.’’ 

The ties that bound him to life are severed for 

ever, asall human ties must be severed. 
** Linquenda tellus, et domus, et amans 
Uxor; neque harum, quas colis, arborum 
‘Te, preter invisas cupressos 
Ulla, breve dominum sequeter.” 

Although, when his eyes opened for the last time 
upon the earth and the sky, they fell net upon his 


_Own native hiils; though the sod which shall cover 


him will not freshen in the same influences which 
clothe them in verdure and beauty; though he died 
far from his home, the companions and the brother~ 


of his childhood were with him—the she * er of his 
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joys, the selace of his griefs, stood by him; and the 
hand which could best do it assuaged the bitter 
pains of parting life. The lastearthly sounds which 
fell upon his ear were tones of sympathy, and kind- 
ness, and affection, and support—tones which 
ceased not, even when they vainly strove to pierce 
the cold and leaden ear of death. ‘Tears shall flow 
copiously, and deep sighs be heaved over his life- 


less form; tears not more scalding, sighs not deeper | 
drawn, because mingled with any bitter recollections | 


—any unavailing regres. 

If human means could have availed—if devoted 
fraternal sy.npathy and care—if constant, abiding, 
self-sacrificing affection, triumphing over exhaust- 
ed nature and bearing up a feeble frame, uncon- 
scious of weariness, through long and painful vi- 
gils, could have saved his life, he would long have 
been spared to the friends who now deplore his 
death, and to the State and to the country which 
he served. To that stricken bosom we proffer— 
alas! how little will it avail!—our sincere sympathy 
and condolence. He has gone from this place of 
earthly honors and human distinctions, to a seat in 
that “house which is not made with hands, eter- 
nal in the Heavens.” 

Asa token of our respect for his many virtues, 
and of our respect for his memory, I move the 
adoption of the resolutions which I now submit. 

Resolved, That the members of this House will 





attend the funeral of Trimorny J Carrer, deceased, | 


late a member of this House 
Maine, at 12 o’clock on Saturday. 


from the State of | 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed to | 
take order for superintending the funeral of Timo- | 


ray J. Carrer, deceased. 


Resolved, That the members and officers of this | 
House will testify their respect for the memory of | 
Timotsy J. Carter, by wearing crape on the left | 


arm for thyty days. 


; 
The resuvlutions were unanimously agreed to; 


and then the House adjourned till Saturday. 


IN SENATE, 
Taurspay, March 15, 1838. 


The CHAIR communicated a report from the | 
. . | 
Treasury Department, in answer to a resolution of 


the Senate, calling for information relative to the 
transactions of that Department with the Metropo- 
lis Bank: laid on the table. 

Mr. KING presented the memorial of King and 
Wilson, agents in fact for Joshua Kennedy, and 
the memorial of Josua Kennedy, praying confir- 
mation of title to certain tracts of land: referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. WALL presented the memorial of sundry 
is habitants of Warren county, New Jersey, recom- 
mending the town ef Belvidere, in that county, as 
a suitable site for the contemplated national foun- 
dry: read, laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. WALKER presented the memorial of sun- 
dry citizens of Mississippi, praying for the esta- 
blishment of a new post route: referred to the Ccm- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented certain resolu- 
“tions of the Legislature of Kentucky, on the sub- 
ject of a national foundry: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had been requested, 
by the officers of a great Democratic meeting held 
in the city of Philadelphia, to present their pro- 
ceedings to the Senate. He had no remarks to 
make on this subject, except one; and that was, 
that from all the accounts which he had received, 
_ he believed this was, as it had been described to 
be, an immense meeting; and although there was a 
small and respectable minority of the Democratic 
party of the city and county of Philadelphia opposed 
to the Independent Treasury bill, yet this meeting 
had rendered it manifest thatan immense majority 
of that party were in its faver. He would ask 
that the proceedings might be read, printed, aad 
laid on the table. 

The proceedings were then read as follows, or- 
dered to be printed, and laid on the table. 

GREAT DEMOCRATIC MEETING. 
City and cownty of Philadelphia. 

An immense assemblage of the Democratic citi- 

zens of the city and county of Philadelphia, in fa- 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


vor of the adoption of the bill for the restoration of 
the “Constitutional Treasury,” reported in the Se- 
nate of the United States by the Hon. Silas Wright, 
and opposed to the instructing resolutions passed 
by the Legislature of Pennsylvania, convened in 
pursuance of a call made by abont 2000 citizens, at 
the County Court-house, corner of Fifth and Chest- 
nut streets, on Monday evening, March 12th. The 
meeting was organized by appointing 
Joun Snyper, President. 
Vice Presidents. 

Partholomew Reese, 
Wm. H. Smith, 
Peter Kline, 
Henry Leech, 
Geo. W. Smick, 
John J. Krider, 
Wn. Binder, James Eneu, jr. 
Evans Rogers, Isaac Boileau. 

Frederick Stoever, 

Wm. Bonsall, Secretaries. 

E. A. Penniman, 

The following preamble and resolutions, prepar- 
ed in accordance with the instructions of a commit- 
tee appointed at a preparatory meeting, were offer- 
ed for the consideration of the meeting, who testifi- 
ed their approbation of the sentiments contained in 
them, by repeated applause; and they were adopted 
without one dissenting voice. 

Whereas, By the 8th section of the first article 
of the Constitution of the United States, Congress 
has power “to levy and collect taxes, duties, im- 
posts and excises, to pay the debts, and provide for 
the common defence and general welfare of the 
United States.” ‘ To borrow money on the credit 
of the United States.” ‘‘ To coin money, regulate 
the value thereof, and of foreign coin.” ‘ To pro- 
vide for the punishment of counterfeiting the secu- 
rities, and current coin of the United States.” 

And whereas, By the 9th section of the same 
article, it is provided that “no money shall be 
drawn from the Treasury, but in consequence of 
appropriation made by law, and a regular state- 
ment and account of the receipts and expenditures 
of all public money shall be published from time to 
time.” 

And whereas, by the tenth section, it is also pro- 
vided that ‘‘no State shall coin money,” ‘‘ and the 
nett produce of all duties and imposts laid by any 
State on imports or exports shall be for the use of 
the Treasury of the United States;” all of which con- 
stitutional provisions relating to the receipts and 
expenditures of the United States, and particularly 
those defining money to be coin, and giving the 
entire regulation of it to the National Government, 
show incontestibly that the only money to be re- 
ceived by the United States was the hard money, 
the metallic currency, gold and silver coin, which, 
in all ages and countries, has been universally re- 
cognised as money On account of its real and intrin- 
sic value; and that there was to be an actual Trea- 
sury of the United States, into which the money was 
to be paid, and from which it could only be drawn 
and paid outin consequence of appropriations made 
by law. 

And whereas, the framers of the Constitution, 
and those who enacted the early statutes on the 
subject, in the emphatic language of Daniel Web- 
ster, ‘‘were HARD MONEY men; they had felt, and 


John Thompson, 
Jos. Worrell, sen. 
Isaac Wainwright, 
Jehn Rutherford, sen. 
Henry Horn, 
George Smith, 


therefore fully appreciated, the evils of a paper me- | 


dium; they therefore sedulously guarded the cur- 
rency of the United States from debasement. The 


tenet ET 


legal currency of the United States was gold andsilver | 


coin.” 

And whereas, in accordance with these views 
the first collection act passed 3lst July, 1789, di- 
rected the duties and fees to be collected by virtue 


of it, to “be received in gold and silver comm only,” and | 


the act toestablish the Treasury Department, pass- 
ed the 2d September, 1789, made it the duty of the 
Treasurer to “receive and keep the moneys of the 
United States,” and to disburse the same “in the 
manner pointed out by that act.” 

And whereas, at the adoption of the Constitution 
of the United States, the continental money of the 
Revolution had long before passed out of circula- 
tion, and by that noble instrument the States were 
prohibited from emitting bills of credit, or making 
any thing but gold and silver coin a tender in pay- 








ment of debts, and no bank was contemplated b 
the General Government, for a provision intended 
to give Congress the power to create one was 
stricken out of the proposed Constitution, and 
there were but three State banks in existence jn 
the whole country, namely, the Banks of North 
America, Massachusetts, and New York, whose 
notes or bills were never supposed to be the mone 
meant by the Constitution, either as a legal tender, 
or as forming a part of the current coin of the 
United States, and whose vaults or safes were not 
mentioned in that fundamental law, as being either 
the Treasury of the United States, or even as com- 
ponent parts of it. 

And whereas, in violation of the clear and ex- 
press terms and spirit of the Constitution, a Bank 
of the United States was established which substi- 
tuted its paper and that of its sisters, the State 
banks, for the legal currency of the country, and 
was followed by a temporary league with the State 
banks, which was succeeded by a new National 
Bank, under whese auspices the paper circulating 
medium was extended far beyond all former 
limits. 

And whereas, not only was the legal currency of 
the country changed, but the vaults of National or 
State banks substituted for the constitutional Trea- 
sury, and the money of the people, instead of re- 
maining in the care of their agents, was loaned out 
to the favorites of these great corporate bodies in 
direct defiance of the words and spirit of the Con- 
stitntion. 

And whereas, the people of the United States 
having solemnly decided a second time, after a full 
and dispassionate examination of the whole ques- 
tion, that a National Bank was “unconstitutional, 
inexpedient, and dangerous,” another temporary 
league was formed with the State institutions, which 
was dissolved forever in May last, by their volunta- 
ry declaration that they would not, and could not, 
fulfil the terms of their contract. 

And whereas, this event has produced an entire 
separation of Bank from State, and has placed the 
nation in a position to restore the true meaning of 
the Constitution, and with it the constitutiunal 
Treasury contemplated by its framers, without the 
slightest injustice or injury to any class or body of 
individuals, and it is the clear interest of the people 
that their revenues should be collected, received, 
kept and disbursed by their own officers, who are 
directly responsible to them for all their acts. 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That this meeting does most cordially 
approve the special and annual messages of the 
President, proposing the restoration of the consti- 
tutional Treasury, and the entire and total separa- 
tion forever of Bank and State, and of the bill re- 
ported by the Hon. Silas Wright in the Senate, in 
pursuance of this recommendation. 

Resolved, That this cardinal measure of Demo- 
cratic policy has received the cordial and united 
support of the Democracy of Pennsylvania, who 
are firmly determined never to submit to the go- 
vernment of irresponsible corporate bodies, whe- 
ther State or National, foreign or domestic, or to the 
domination of an upstart noneyed aristocracy. 

Resolved, Thata Bank of the United States is 
“unconstitutional, inexpedient, and dangerous,” 
and will never be tolerated by the freemen of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Resolved, That a proposition to connect the Go- 
vernment with twenty-five banks, by a solemn 
league and a covenant, is in effect to select the mis- 
called Bank of the United States of Pennsylvania, 
which owes its existence to a direct violation of the 
will of the people of this great State, with its 
branches and agencies, and purchased and depen- 
dent banks, as the depositories of the money of the 
United States, and is only the first step towards a 
recharter ef it as a national institution, which had 
expired amidst the execrations of an outraged com- 
munity. 

Resolv:d, That the resolutions passed at Harris- 
burg, in relation to the bill reported by the hono- 
rable Silas Wright, to restore the constitutional 
Treasury, were in open violation of the will of 
the Democratic party of this State, and of a ma- 
jority of the people of Pennsylvania, and were 
carried by the votes of afew Democrats, who must 








